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Hot Wheels, Chip Foose, Maisto and Toy Zone 
draw huge crowds at the D/eCasfX Collectors' 
Expo I BY ALAN PARADISE 

ED STEVE METZ 
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BB CMC FERRARI 250 GT BERLINETTA SWB 

The car that defined Ferrari now redefines diecast I BY MATT BOYD 

3a KYOSHO FERRARI 365 GTB/A DAVTONA 

Swan song for the classic Italian sports car I BY MATT BOYD 

BE HOT WHEELS ELITE FERRARI F40 

The biggest name in diecast goes upscale I BY MATT BOYD 

MM CAROUSEL 1 1954 VUKOVICH INDY RACER 

One of Indy's greatest I BY BILL BENNETT 

EB ERTL DEUCE ROADSTER 

The world's most popular hot rod I BY ALAN PARADISE 
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Honda's first four-wheel racer 
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BH WHAT'S NEW & HOT 

The latest and greatest and where to find them. I BY MATT BOYD 
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ON THi COVIR Ferrari stands second to none in the sports-car world, and CMC's 
exquisite 250 GT Berllnetta carries similar distinction in the diecast world. Check out 
its amazing detail in the full review on page 28. Photo by Pete Hall. 



S Thirty years ago at Le Mans, form and function blended on the 
Alexander Calder BMW 3.0 CSL with striking results. In diecast, BMW recaptures 
beauty of this unique machine in its 1:18 Art Car series. Read all about it on page 66. 
Photo by Bruce Wartlieb. 
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American Traveler 




my bags are packed and I'm ready to go — at least, figuratively. This 
issue of DieCast X is eibout movement and experiences: traveling 
down the road of collecting aind, along the way, stopping to teike in 
the scale sites that mctke the diecast hobby so enjoyable. 
This issue's road to nowhere is a path to nearly everywhere. It 
begins with our famous "Quick Looks" at a truck, a treuler, a speed 
freak and a classic with a surprise inside. The next stop is interna- 
tional in flavor, as Matt Boyd backpacked (mentally) to Itcily in 
seeurch of Ferrari and a powerful collection of diecasts that allows everyone the chance to 
own a piece of history. From there, it's back to the good ol' USA and the all-American sub- 
ject of hot rodding. 

Aaron Smith, a dam fine driver in his own right, takes us racing with the history of open- 
wheel competition from sea to shining sea. And speaking of "shining," check out the cover- 
age of our second Einnual DieCast Collectors Expo. 

No DieCast X road trip would be complete without a legend. In this issue, Steve Metz, the 
man behind the original Muscle Machines, shares the experiences that brought him to his 
unique place in the industry. 

As usual, there are plenty of gas-and-go stops along the way in the form of our "Out of 
the Box" reviews — lots of prancing horses, some rods, a race car and an old famuly hauler for 
good measure. 

It's time to strap the luggage on the wagon, load up the family and get on the road — in 
sccde, of course — with the Fall issue of DieCast X. One more thing before you pull out of the 
driveway: if you're tired of making that trip to the newsstand or bookstore to find us, check 
out the subscription card in this issue, or go to diecastxmagazine.com and your subscription 
will be just a click away (you'll find lots of other information there, too). That will bring the 
diecast roadmap directly to your door. 
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THE ETERNAL 
STRUGGLE 

We got a lot of 
responses to our 
"Who wins the 
Ford-Chevy Battle" 
vote cannpaign. 
Ford garnered a 
slight edge in our 
results, but sales 
figures show that 
Chevy diecast 
sales lead Ford by 
a fair margin, so 
perhaps the Ford 
voters were just 
more motivated to 
write in. In any 
case, we doubt this 
one will ever be 
truly settled; per- 
haps this letter 
sums it up best: 



iDfec^ST 




LAHRV WOOD 




NASCAR '06 



New Onvefl. 
Tatfmv & Mod«l> 



When I was growing up, my 
favorite muscle car was the 
Mach 1. 1 like the Mach 1 bet- 
ter than the Boss counter- 
part, and those cars will 
always be some of my 
favorites. Not too long ago, 
on the road, I saw a yellow 
1970 model that was in great 
shape. But I couldn't tell 
which version it was! 

But while going through 
my 1:64 Johnny Lightning 
stash, I noticed that I actually 
have more Chevys, which did 
surprise me because I thought 
I had more Mopar muscle 
than Fords or Chevys! I guess 
there are many diecast 
Chevys because Chevy built 
so many great cars! 

Currently, I think Ford 
holds the lead, and Chevy 
needs to catch up. Ford never 
abandoned the Mustang and 
has just released its greatest 
in years! American cars need 
to make a comeback in the 
current market, and i hope 
they will. I've only owned 
one Ford, one Olds and now 
one Pontiac. My next car 
might be an Impala. In the 
battle, we all have our 
favorites, but I don't think 
there can be a true winner! 
— Alan, email 



AIR MAIL 

On pages 82 and 84 in the 
Summer 2006 issue. Matt 
Boyd reviews the GMP's 
new P-40E Fighter in 1:35 
scale. I wanted to clarify his 
statement about the landing 
gear. Matt stated that it is 
motorized. The gear is 
motorized when coming 
down, but you have to 



manually retract it, and that 
is not as easy as you might 
think. Apparently, there is a 
spring-type mechanism that 
unloads when you press the 
button to let the gear down. 
To retract it (and reset the 
mechanism), you have to 
manually retract both struts 
evenly and simultaneously 
to get them to lock in the up 
position. To do this, you 
have to lay the aircraft on 
its back or somehow sup- 
port the plane without 
breaking any of its delicate 
parts. This operation takes 
both hands. The instruc- 
tions, at least those that 
came with my model, 
were pretty vague on this. 
I actually called GMP before I 
attempted to retract the gear 
so I wouldn't break anything. 
Possibly some type of lubri- 
cation would help make this 
operation easier. 

The aircraft is a work of 
art. GMP has packaged 
more detail and operating 
parts than you can shake a 
stick at, and some are held 
on by magnets. My only 
complaint is that the base 



and cover that GMP offers for 
this model is more expensive 
than the plane itself. 
Jeff Morrell, Port Jefferson 
Station, NY 

Given the space constraints 
of that story, I couldn't really 
cover the gear mechanism in 
as much detail as I would 
have liked. I agree with your 
comments, and do wish 
GMP addressed the gear 
operation more thoroughly 
in the instructions. However, 
I think it would be more for 
the reassurance of the 
owner than out of necessity. 
I did not find the gear partic- 
ularly difficult to retract, but 
I confess I was a little 
alarmed by the snapping 
noise they make when 
they're pushed back. Since 
the plane does not have a 
stand for wheels-up display, 
you have to be holding the 
plane to operate the gear 
anyway, and the wheels are 
spaced closely enough to 
push them in with two fin- 
gers from one hand while 
holding the plane in the 
other. And I definitely agree 
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CMC Classical Model Cars 

(USA) 



Ferrari SSO C3T Berlinet:t:a passo corto SWB, 1961 



Scale 1:18 




As a new addition to our Ferrari collection, we present 
now a model painted in Ferrari Yellow. The red-yellow 
duo is available for you to pick and choose from. But 
why seperate them if you can have them both? 



terrari 

Produced undei licenie of Fetrari S.p,A FERRARI. Ihe PRANCING HORSE device, all associated logos and deshnctiw designs are trademarks of Ferran S,(xA, The body designs of ttie Ferran cars are proteaed as Ferrari property under desjgn. trademark and trade dress regulations. 



See our homepage at www.cmc-modelcars.de 

CMC Classical Model Cars (USA), 1225 Jefferson Road, Suite 14, Rochester, New York 14623 
Phone: 58 52 92 72 80 • Fax: 58 52 92 72 85 e-mail: cmc.usa@hotmail.com 



[SCflLG: IVlfllL.] 



about the artistry of the rest 
of the plane; GMP continues 
to offer some of the most 
well-appointed fighters in the 
business. — Matt Boyd 

WAL-MINT? 

Hey, I heard a rumor that 
Wal-Mart is going to carry 
Franklin Mint models! Is this 
true? What's the deal? 
Chad, email 

We heard the same thing, so 
we snooped around, and 
here's what we found out. 
As you may or may not 
know, Franklin does special 
editions for a variety of 
distributors and retailers. 
Wal-Mart ordered half a 
dozen or so to test-market in 
its stores. These models 
are based on existing 1:24 
castings that have ceased 




One of the castings Franklin is resurrecting for release in Wal-Mart is the '70 'Cuda. The color will bo 
LimeLight Green. 



production and will be 
offered in different colors 
and with window-box pack- 
aging. Our source claims 
that these are not limited 
editions, but Wal-Mart is 
selling them only in select 
markets. The idea is to 
expand the market a little 
and reach consumers who 



may not know about 
Franklin. Since the castings 
are different from the 
company's current editions, 
this should not affect the 
value of existing collectible 
cars much. — MB 



WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOUl 

Tell us what you like, what you 
don't and why DieCast X is the 
best diecast magazine ever! 
Send snail mail to " Letters. " 
DieCast X Magazine, Air Age 
Media, 100 East Ridge. Ridgefield. 
CT 06877-4606 VSA. or email us at 
dcx@aiiage.com. We'll edit letters 
as needed, and though we will 
read them all, we don't have room 
to answer or publish every one. 



lom s Liarage numoerea K.ey mew eacn yean 

Special Model Releases for Key Holders only 

Monthly prize drawings for FREE GMP models 

Personal web page inside the garage site 

Discount coupon & Birthday gift certificate ( A $40 value ) 

FREE Meguiars model detail kit [while supply lasts) 

AND SO MUCH MORE! 

This IS an online eipenence wihich requires internet access. 



"7 111- iii\ihitMin is open lo Jfiin lis in sharing yiiur stories, 
pii liircs :ind passion of tliis liolihy. I've gol your kr\ rcnity." 

KIM I.OM; . I*R|:SIDKNT«)I (.Ml- 

FOn INFO CALL: 1 .BOO.B3B. 1 B37 OP LOG 1 
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OLD SCHOOL MEETS HIGH TECH 

The NEW '57s from So Real Concepts 



1957 

CHEVROLET i 

PICKUP ; 
Primer Black 10003-02 
Candy Apple Red 10003-06 ; 
Limited Edition - / of 976 







HUMMER™ H2® SUV 

'Black 10001-01 



HUMMER™ H2® Si 

• Strano Blue 

HUMMER™ H2® SUV 

• Gtinmetal Gray 10001-04 

HUMMER™ H2<S> SUV...-, 
Chrome Yellow c^Q^^Q Qui 



HUMMER™ H2® SUT 

"Black 10002-01 

HUMMER™ H2® SUT 

'SnanoBlue 10002-03 

HUMMER™ H2® SUT 

• Gunmetal Gray 10002-04 

HUMMER™ H2® SUT 

Chrome Yellow 10002-05 



•t us online for more productin 




^ www.sorealconcepts.com 

n 




So Real Concepts PO BOX 456 Beaumont, CA 32223 phor^e 95t.849.mi lax 951.922.9311 



General Motors trademarks are used under license to So Real. ^ 

Cl aerial 
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PELU RELERSES 
HOT PRODUCTS 
BREFIHinG HELUS 




MASTERFUL 
MAS E RATI 



Most of the time, race-car engineering is all about finding more of the things that produce wins: more power, more grip and 
more speed. But sometimes, having less of that which slows you down — namely weight — can be just as effective. Witness 
the 1960 Maserati Tipo 61 "Birdcage" — so named for the 200 or so aluminum tubes that formed its frame. This structure 



allowed the car to weigh just 1,325 pounds. 




It's hard to imagine a more difficult car to render in diecast than the Birdcage; all 

those tubes would be almost impossible to 
replicate. But if you're a company like 
CMC, perhaps "almost impossible" is 
exactly the motivation you're looking for. 
We showed you a spy shot in the last 
issue, but now that we have one in the 
studio, we can show you what it really 
takes to make a car like this: in this case, 
it's 1,140 individual pieces. Take a good 
look; you'll see most of them. This is a 
model of the car Dan Gurney and Sterling 
Moss drove to victory in the 1960 
Nurburgring 1,000km, but even if this car 
had no victories or star drivers associated 
with it, it would be worth adding to your 
collection. 

CMC— Classical Model Cars; (585) 292-7280; 
cmc-modelcars.de 
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HOTTER T 
GEORGIA RLACKTOP 

That's what we say about this vinyl-top '67 Fairlane GT from Georgia 
Marketing & Promotions. We've seen several of the 1:18 Fairlane series, and 
not one fails to impress with its wealth of details and excellent craftsmanship. 
You'll elicit a gasp of amazement every time you show someone the function- 
ing window cranks! And you'll admire the stellar 390 engine and immaculate 
interior that comes on every one of the Fairlanes. But what makes this car 
stand out is that vinyl top and the way it plays off the pale yellow paint. Both 
surfaces are flawless, and their contrasting tones and textures give this car 
sophistication that surpasses previous examples. GMP reports that they con- 
tinue to be amazed by the strong sales of cars in the series, but we aren't. 
GMP — Georgia Marketing & Promotions (8001 536-1637; gmpdiecast.com 



BAD-BOY BARRACUDAS 

Supercar Collectibles is best known for exclusive limited editions of rare race, custom and 
specialty vehicles, usually based on mainstream castings from the big-name manufacturers. 
By starting with an existing casting, they can offer very specific and unusual models at sur- 
prisingly reasonable prices. Case in point: these Super Street Barracudas — Supercars has a 
long-standing relationship with Highway 61, so they had the company cook up modified 
versions of its '68 fastback loaded with special wheels, 
paint and a lift-off big-scoop hood with functioning hood 
pins. Under the hood sits a Race Hemi with dual quads on 
a cross-ram manifold feeding tubular headers and jumbo- 
size straight exhausts that dump into racing mufflers that 
exit just forward of the rear axle. Top to bottom, inside 
and out, these cars have the look of legitimate street/strip 
warriors. They come in four versions (the three you see 
here and black), and each is limited to a run of just 600. 
Best of all, they're just $70; try to beat that on a limited 
edition with this level of detail! 
Supercar Collectibles; (763) 425-6020; supercar1.com 




THIS JUST m 



To commemorate the life 
of Ronnie Sox, one of drag 
racing's true legends who 
passed away in April of 
this year. Supercar 
Collectibles is working 
with Ronnie's wife, Diane, 
to design a commemora- 
tive special-edition '67 
Hemi Belvedere. As a fur- 
ther tribute, 100 percent of 
the net profits from the car 
will go to the St. Jude's 
Children's Research 
Hospital in Ronnie's name. 
Details on the car are still 
being finalized, but among 
the special features will be 
a rear-quarter glass decal 
reading "In Memory of 
Ronnie Sox," a shadow 
autograph on the roof and 
special packaging. The run 
is expected to be limited to 
1,500. and the price will be 
$99.95 — sold only through 
Supercars. Reserve yours 
soon because these eire 
expected to go as quickly 
as that Plymouth did wrtth 
Ronnie at the wheel! 
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Now, this is how a '49 Merc Custom shQy^4took! First ~ 
Gear's sweet,eandy-apple red paint, clean casting and nice 

; VKOffc-afound the grife offer a lot m 1 :24 f3f Ifie S20 price. 
You even g«J^t8g^<iice hanging from the rearview mirror! 

i- tooF «le c er, "and you'll see impressive metal castings for the 
individual suspension and driveline components. Under the 
hood, purists may cringe at the substitution of a small-block 
Chevy V-8 for the antiquated Ford flat-head, but a car this 
cool shouldn't have to endure the indignity of getting 
smoked by a minivan on its way to soccer practice. And the 
engine itself looks correct with headers, coolant hoses and 
plug wires all visible. Inside, the paint and decal work on 
the body-colored dash surpasses expectation for the price. 
First Gear (888) 771-5576; firstgearreplicas.com 




CALIFORNIA 
BEAUTIES 

One of the best things 
about attending the 
DieCast X Collectors Expo 
is the chance to catch a 
glimpse of models before 
they are released. One 
sneak peek was at West 
Coast Precision Diecast's 
booth. The Impala afi- 
cionados are at it again, 
this time with the '64 

model year— the last of the first-generation cars. What made the 
announcement so noteworthy is that they plan to release hardtop and 
convertible versions in every color that Chevy made that year! That's 
15 colors in two body configurations for a total of 30 cars (and yes, 
they offer a package deal if you want one of each!). If that weren't 
enough, the vinyl hardtops will have a novel modular design that 
allows you to swap vinyl inserts, and the cars will come with two top 
colors. Check out the photos of the rough prototypes we saw at the 
show with some of the many colors that will be available. 
West Coast Precision Diecast Inc. (818) 704-1989; wcpdi.com 



FOOSE TO BUILD DREAM MACHINE 

Chip Foose spends a lot of his time designing the cars of the rest of us 
dream of, but with RC2's help, he will get to build his own dream 
machine: the Hemisfear. RC2 will sponsor Chip as he brings this long- 
contemplated project to rip-roaring, rubber-burning life. As part of the 
deal, RC2 will manufacture diecast versions of the Hemisphere under 
the new Foose-RC2 collaboration — the JL Full Throttle line. The pro- 
^^^^BM jj^^^m' SB^^^^^^H^^^^^BI i^cted release 
^^^H IH^HirS^^HP^I^^^H date for the 
^^■(^^nL7^H|y^^H diecast is 
^^^^^^^^■Sf^^^^^U^^^H August and 
" ^^^^^^^Ife^B^^^^I^^^^^S real car will 

W ^^^^^^g a^.flB^' 

M * (800)704-8697; 

I ^^^^HK^^^BIB^^I rcertl.com 




Chip ditcutses 
the Hemisfear 
concept with 
RC2 designer 
Eric Tsherne. 



BLUE OVAL BIRDS 

By 1960, Ford's Thunderbird was the height of fashion in 
terms of personal luxury. Two years earlier, it had sprout- 
ed a back seat, and sales took off. Long and low, with 
handsome lines and plenty of juice from either a 300hp 
352CI V-8 or a 430ci with 350hp, the Thunderbird was 
Ford's flagship model. Sun Star had previously offered 
this car as a 1:18 convertible and now offers it in hardtop 
form in white or, as you see it here, in Moroccan Ivory. 
The allure of this model is clearly the body styling, but 
Sun Star sneaks in a surprising amount of detail while 
holding its price in the mid-$20 range. 

The 1963 Falcon represents the other end of Ford's 
line: affordable transportation. But the Falcon attempted 
to steal a bit of the limelight with the Futura convertible. It 
gave owners on a budget a taste of personal luxury, and 
with the Sprint V-8 option, it provided a fair bit of perform- 
ance, too. The model represents that well, particularly 
around the high-contrast red interior with textured carpet- 
ing and lots of chrome. The trim is good, too; the spear- 
shaped belt-line strake is very effective. 
Sun Star Diecast Inc; (305) 651-6249; sunstartoys.com 



14 OleCastxmagazine.com 



Cci ite iai 



il ■ 



NOW AVAILABLE, THE ALL-NEW 
CAF 793D OFF-HIGHWAY TRUCK 
REPLICA IN 1:50 SCALE 



Experience Norscot's heavy die-cast metal scale models of the largest Caterpillar" 
machines on Earth. Faithfully accurate in every detail. Loaded with play value. 
Impressive in size. Whether it's the new Collector's Edition Cat 793D Off-Highway 
Truck with metal railings, or any of the dozens of other "Big Iron" replicas in the 
Norscot line, you'll know from the first touch that these are among the finest, most 
exciting die-cast models ever made. 



BUILDING THE BIGGEST NAME IN DIE-CASF 



www.catcom 

® 2006 Caterpillar CAT, CATERPILLAR, NEXUS, ACERT, their respective logos. "Calerptllar Yellow," other marks and corporate identitv used herein 
are trademarks of Caterpillar Inc. and may not be used without permission. Third-party trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 

NORSCOT IS a registered trademark of Norscot Group, Inc. 



COLLECT THEM ALU 



Available at participating] 
Caterpillar Dealers and 
retailers everywhere. 
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COLLECTIOn 
PROTGCTIOn 

Have you got a stash of high- 
value 1:64 cars that need extra 
defense against the elements, 
reckless handling, or just gener- 
al wear and tear? Protecto-Paks 
are just the thing. We like the 
one-piece clamshell design — 
very simple, rugged and secure. 
They come in a variety of sizes 
and are super-inexpensive — 
There are standard 1:64-car size 
that fits Hot Wheels and other 
card-backed cars, but those you 
see here were actually designed 
for action figures. We like them 
because they offer ideal protec- 
tion for non-standard blister 
pack cars and groups of match- 
box-pack cars. 

Protecto-Pak (877) 492-2500; 
protectopak.com 





JADA GETS HIGH ... 
AND LOW 

We're not making this one up, gang. The move- 
ment is called Donk, and it involves jacking up 
traditional American sedans on outlandishly huge 
wheels and tires, topping them off with flashy 
paint, the obligatory loud interior and even louder 
stereo equipment. The trend even has Its own 
magazine — Donk Box & Bubble — put out by the RIDES crew. From a technical standpoint, 
think of these as anti-lowriders; many of the same vehicles are used (full-size GM sedans are 
the overwhelming favorites due to their suspension architecture). Jada's feature some standard 
flash items from its DUB City line, but the giant suspension — sprung and functional, by the 
way — is like nothing else. We confess, we don't exactly get it, but these things do grab 
attention — and maybe that's all the reason there needs to be. But would someone please 
tell us where the hell "Donk" comes from?! 

On a more conventional note, this '39 Chevy 
Master Deluxe is heading up a new line called Street 
Low. This one is just a pre-pro sample, but we 
already see plenty to admire. The two front doors, the 
hood and the trunk all open, but the paint quality and 
the casting work are the real highlights here. Plus, we 
figured out what the name means on this one! 
Jada Toys (626) 810-8382; iadatovs.com 

FORMULA 1— WITH DOORS 

Germany's DIM series has attracted a host of elite drivers from many disciplines. Most inter- 
esting for many fans is the dramatic influx of Formula 1 alumni, the likes of which include Allan 
McNish, Jean Alesi, Heinz-Harald Frentzen, Bemd Schneider and two-time world champion 
Mika Hakkinen. Christijan Albers competed in DTM for several seasons prior to joining the F1 
grid in 2005, and drivers Vanina Ickx (daughter of Jacky) and Mathias Lauda (son of Niki) have 
obvious links to F1 . On the diecast front, this makes for models with star power and interest- 
ing back-story. Minichamps has been the prime source of DTM diecast and, as always, the 
company is exhaustively thorough. With the exception of Ickx and Lauda, Minichamps has pro- 
duced DTM cars for all the F1 -related drivers, but some may now be hard to track down. 
They're worth it, though, as you can see by these two '05 cars — McNish's Audi A4 and 
Hakkinen's Mercedes CLK. Paint and decals are phenomenal, and the interiors are a detailed 
nest of safety and control gear; these cars are technically fascinating and beautifully rendered. 
Minichamps North America (305) 971-1171; minichampsna.com 
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We STILL make 'em like we used to! 

Cruise on over to HotWheelsCollectors.Gom "today! 





BUGGIN' OUT! 

Maisto's G-Riclez line continues to roll merrily 
along, representing the modern custom scene, but 
custom VWs (mainly the Bug, but increasingly 
buses, Karmann Ghias, 1500s and even the odd — 
and we mean odd — Thing) have a following so avid 
and widespread that they deserved their own 
diecast line. And so, V-Bugz. Presently, the line 
encompasses 1:24 and 1:18 vehicles, and a batch of 
1:64s was just announced. Chopped tops, slammed 
stances and low and wide wheels are the order of 
the day, but the finish is what really makes V-Bugz 
shine. Bugz 
make up 
most of 



the line — especially in the 
big scales — but buses are 
coming on. Two-tone paint is another growing 
theme, and this is particularly effective on the rec- 
tangular bus. The 1:64 group are prototypes, and 
we dig the Karmann Ghia body style and the 
smoothie hubcaps. There's 1500 sedan there, too, 
but no fastback — yet. 
Maisto Intl.; maisto.com 




, jomnv LiGHTTimG 

JUST KEEPS JBROUJinG! 



Once exclusively a 1:64 brand) JL released a series of 1:24 diecasts^of popu- 
lar muscle cats last year, and no wit has donethe same in 1:18 — much to our 
delight. As with the other scales, the idea is to provide dynamic and accurate 
reproductions of favorite cars at prices that will attract new collectors and 
allow long-time fans to be able to buy the entire collection. Representing the 
Chevy camp are a Chevelle SS 454 and a Nova SS 396 from 1970. The 
Chevelle is a solid choice, as it's one of a handful of all-time favorites, and it 
looks great in silver with black SS stripes. More interesting is the Nova; with 
its 375-horse L89 motor, it's the sleeper of the century among factory Novas, 
and we really like the Corvette-style scoop grafted onto the hood. There is a 
subtle two-tone to the silver paint on this car; the finish below the side 
stripes is a shade lighter. Overall, both are cool Chevys and welcome big 
brothers to the JL family. 
RC2 Corp. (800) 704-8697; rcertl.com 



REAL DEAL 





We liked the 1:24 Hummer H2s that 
So Real Concepts released last year, 
and we just got our first look at the 
company's sophomore effort: a pair 
of '57 Chevys — a Pickup and a 
Suburban— at the 2006 DieCast X 
Collectors Expo (see coverage on 
page 56). They share a few things — 
notably the lifted suspension and roll- 
over-anything Super Swamper tires 
on Weld wheels — but the '57 bodies 
with their curves and character lines 
are so much more interesting than the refrigerator-shaped Hummers. 
Also more interesting are their engines — still small-block V-Ss and still 
supercharged, but that's where the similarities end. The tall hood of the 
'57 gives clearance for a traditional roots-type blower topped by a pair of 
4-barrel carbs. This old-school engine is more in character with a cus- 
tom 4x4 image, and it's more inter- 
esting than the densely packed nest 
of pipes and hoses on many mod- 
ern engines. No word on final color 
choices, but the metallic red truck 
and the dark primer Suburban look 
good to us. 

So Real Concepts, distributed by 
Pro-Line (951) 849-2981; 
sorealconcepts.com 
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WHAT This issue's big feature is all about Ferrari, and one 

DO YOU thing that putting that story together has reminded us 

■ I 'LJ iT^Tf ^ of is just how many fantastic Ferraris there have been 
over the years. Which begs the question: which is the 
best one? The 250 GTO and the Daytona are always 
strong candidates, but what about Ferris Bueller's 250 GT California? The 308 
made Ferrari a household name, and the Testarossa was the darling of 
posters and magazine covers worldwide. The F40 was without peer in per- 
formance 20 years ago, while the Enzo and FXX have accomplished that again 
today. So tell us, which one do you think reigns supreme? What about in 
diecast? Which is the best Ferrari model out there? J4 
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r Source for Die-Cast Models on the Internet 




Tower Hobbies proudly presents the best on-line shop 
designed for the plastic and metal modeler. We've been 
serving our hobby customers since 1971 and strive to 
provide our customers with the best selection at the 
very best price. Stop by and browse our huge selection 
at great prices-it's what we're known for! 



Check out the newest diecast at die'Cast'models.com 
SAVE $1 0 on orders of $50 or more! 

Offer and prices good through November 1, 2006. Use Ad Number 01 0Y1 when ordering. 
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SYMBOL OF EXCELLENCE 




THE NAME "FERRARI" is magical like none other in the automotive world. 
That one word embodies speed, beauty, class, exclusivity, heritage — all the 
things that an auto maker hopes to achieve with its cars and its brand identity. 
Other manufacturers have clever slogans or catchphrases and complex ad 
campaigns to define their images. Ferrari has only its name— and that's 
enough. You won't see a Ferrari commercial; even at the lofty prices these cars 
command, there are still more buyers than cars available, and it isn't unusual 
for customers to wait literally years to have their car delivered. For the more 
exclusive models, Ferrari interviews potential buyers to see whether they are 
suitable for ownership. All of this contributes to the brand's mystique and reaf- 
firms its status as the pinnacle of automotive achievement. It's no wonder then 
that in the diecast world, Ferraris are some of the most prized cars, both from 
the manufacturer's standpoint when selecting a model to issue, and of course 
for the collector who jumps at the chance to own a little piece of the greatest 
car in the world. Ferrari didn't get its reputation overnight, but as we look back 
through the company's history and at some of its most interesting and impor- 
tant vehicles, you will see its reputation is richly deserved. 




Special thanks to Werner Pfister, sale* manager for Miller Motorcars of Greenwich, CT (millermotorcars.com), for generously providing the 360 Modena 
Spider in our photos, and for being so patient and good-natured as we dialed in the perfect shot. It's easy to be jealous of a man in Werner's occupa- 
tion — at least, until you spend a few minutes with him. His enthusiasm not just for Ferrari but for all things automotive is infectious, and living among 
those megabucic dream machines hasn't jaded him a bit — he's an easy-going car guy and a truly nice person. That's Werner showing superhuman trust 
from the passenger seat as this author takes a turn at the wheel. How was it? As a wise man once said, "It's so choice — if you have the means, I highly 
recommend picking one up." Give Werner a call; he'll sell you this one for about $1S0K! 

until 1938, when Alfa reassert- 




The Enzo is the ultimata Ferrari. BBR's is the ultimata diecast version. 



ALM AND OME6A: BIRTH 
OF THK nRST NAME IN 
SPORTS CARS 

From the beginning, Enzo 
Ferrari wanted to race cars. It 
was only natural, as he had 
been exposed to them almost 
since their invention. Enzo's 
father, a successful metal-shop 
owner in Modena, Italy, owned 
one of the first automobiles in 
town. In 1908, when Enzo was 
just 10 years old, his father 
took him to an auto race in 
Bologna — and for him the 
hook was set. Through his 
father's repair shop, Enzo 
began to learn what made 
these machines go and, 
inevitably, how to make them 
go faster. His education was 
interrupted briefly when he 
was drafted into the army in 
WW I. Following the war, Enzo 
worked as a driver and 
mechanic and soon landed a 
position at fledgling Alfa 
Romeo in Milan. His automo- 
tive aptitude got him noticed, 
and he was recruited to Alfa's 
factory racing team. In his very 
first drive, he scored an 
impressive second place in the 
1920 Targa Florio. 

Enzo enjoyed a number of 



successes at the wheel of Alfas, 
but one in particular came to 
symbolize — literally — his pas- 
sion for automotive excellence. 
After a particularly heroic vic- 
tory in Ravenna in 1923, the 
parents of Francesco Baracca, 
Italy's top WW I ace pilot who 
was killed in the last days of 
the war, approached Enzo in 
the winners' circle and handed 
him a badge with the Baracca 
family crest — a prancing horse. 
They asked him to carry it on 
his car as their son had carried 
it on his plane. Decades later, 
that symbol became the most 
renowned and revered in the 
automotive world. 

IL COMMENDATORE 

As successful as he was as a 
driver, Enzo was even more 
captivated by the strategic 
asF>ects of racing. Alfa decided 
to pull back from official factory 
involvement in motor sports 
but wanted a team to continue 
to campaign Its cars with unof- 
ficial factory support. In 1929, 
Enzo returned to Modena to 
establish Scuderia Ferrari and 
k>ecame the head of Alfa's 
works racing team. The rela- 
tionship continued successfully 



ed direct control of its racing 
efforts and brought Enzo back 
in-house. But now used to 
being his own boss, he left a 
year later. A noncompetition 
clause in his contract with Alfa 
prevented him from campaign- 
ing cars under the Ferrari name 
for four years following his 
departure, but he built two 
unnamed cars for the 1940 
Mille Miglia. Soon after, WW II 
intervened, and all racing activ- 
ities effectively ceased. 

Following the war and his 
contract with Alfa satisfied, 
Enzo began construction of his 
own factory in Maranello just 
down the road from Modena, 
and in 1947, he formed Ferrari 
SpA. With the help of chief 
designer Gioachino Colombo, 
the very first official Ferrari — 
the 125 S — was born. Naturally, 
it won in its first outing. 

RACING FIRST 

Unlike every other manufac- 
turer before or since, the Ferrari 
brand was established first and 
foremost not as a commercial 
enterprise but simply to race. In 
fact, it was more than a year 
after the 125 S debuted that the 
first road-going Ferrari was 
produced. The 1948 166 Inter 
road car was essentially a 
detuned 166 Inter Corsa racer 
that, in turn, was basically a 
125 S with its Colombo- 
designed V-12 bored and 
stroked from the original 
1497CC to 1995CC. The 166 fam- 
ily of racers continued its pre- 
decessor's winning ways: the 




open Spider version 
won in its debut at 
the '48 Targa Florio, 
and the Berlinetta 
coupe won the 
Mille Miglia that 
same year. A 166 
MM wearing a 
Touring-designed 
Barchetta roadster body was 
built to commemorate the latter 
victory, and that car proceeded 
to win the '49 running of the 24- 
hour Le Mans. This basic body 
style influenced roadster design 
for decades to follow. 

By the early 1950s, Ferrari's 
racing success had created a 
demand for road cars, but by 
many accounts, Enzo Ferrari 
looked on them as a necessary 
evil useful to finance his racing 
efforts. Inevitably, however, the 
company shifted focus to 
accommodate this growing 
market with purpose-built vehi- 
cles. The 1952 342 America 
might be considered the first 
of these. Crafted as a coupe, or 
cabriolet, the 342 was a sub- 
stantially bigger, heavier car — 
not particularly suited to rac- 
ing. It used a Lampredi- 
designed long-block V-12 dis- 
placing 4.1 L, backed by a more 
user-friendly synchro-equipped 
4-speed transmission (all previ- 
ous Ferraris used the non-syn- 
chro 5-speed race box). The 
following year, a 375 America 
with a longer wheelbase and a 
4.5L engine replaced it. 

FERRARI COMES OF AGE 

The Ferrari brand matured in 
the '50s primarily through the 



22 otecastXTnagazine.com 



Cci 



jteria 




Is there a more desirable convert- 
ible than the 250 GT California? 

introduction, in 1954, of the 
Type 250 GT. The 250 GT 
encompassed a variety of 
body styles, including some of 
Ferrari's most desirable. The 
first four model years rode on 
a 102-inch-long wheelbase 
and then were joined by 94.5- 
inch short-wheelbase models 
in 1959. By the end of the 250 
GT's run in 1964, nearly 2,500 
had been sold; and bodies 
notwithstanding, the common 
mechanical components made 
them the first real production 
Ferrari models. 

All engines were variations 
of the 2953CC Colombo V-12 
with outputs that ranged from 



Impressive (200hp) to astound- 
ing (320hp for competition ver- 
sions). The chassis closely 
resembled that of the original 
125 S, with a tubular ladder 
frame, independent front and 
solid axle rear, though the 
front now sported coil springs 
instead of a transverse leaf. 
Performance on all the models 
was among the best in the 
world for the day, and the 
proven chassis' superb bal- 
ance was universally lauded 
by journalists, customers and 
racers. Even more significant 
was the styling, particularly 



the Pininfarina and ScagiiettI 
coupes and Spyders. 

The California Spyder was 
the preferred ride of a number 
of celebrities in its day, and it 
became famous in its own 
right a quarter century later 
when generation-X prophet 
Ferris Bueller enlightened a 
whole new audience as to just 
how "choice" it really was. 
The Berlinetta SWB drew 
attention by being both beauti- 
ful and the highest-perform- 
ance machine on the road — a 
true dual-purpose road/track 
car. And for those who wanted 



more opulence, the Lusso car- 
ried what many consider to be 
the purest styling of any grand 
touring Ferrari. 

THE GREAT ONE 

If the 250 GTs of the 1950s 
brought Ferrari to the front of 
the pack in the automotive 
world, in the '60s, Ferrari set 
about lapping the field. It 
saved the best 250 for last, 
and despite only 39 examples 
having been produced 
between 1962 and 1964, the 
250 GTO is usually credited as 
the greatest machine ever to 




The Lusso is considered by many to be Ferrari's most beautiful body style. This is Hot Wheels' 1:18 homage. 




Racing is a big part of Ferrari's history, so it isn't surprising that Ferrari 
racecars are a big part of the Ferrari diecast market. The early days were 
dominated by sports-car endurance racers, whose reputations were forged 
at places like the Targa Florio, Le IMans and Sebring. Perhaps the most 
famous was the Testa Rossa series; 250 Testa Rossas (or TRs as they were 
later known) won at Le Mans in 1958, 1960 and 1961. The body style 
changed marginally during that time, but the Spyder configuration, the 
racing chassis and the 3.0L V-12 remained essentially constant. The 1961 
250 TR61 shown took Le Mans with Olivier Gendebien and Phil Hill at the 
wheel. Note the distinctive front-end treatment: you can definitely see the 
family resemblance in the current F430 (both models from IXO.) 



The factory stayed out of sports-car racing until late 1993, when it 
unveiled the F333 SP Sports prototype. Ferrari enlisted noted rac- 
ing firm Dallara to construct the chassis, while it focused on the 
engine — a 4.0L version of the previous year's Formula 1 V-12. It 
was quite successful winning a number of races and secured the 
IMSA championship in 1995 as well as the FIA Sportscar 
Championship in 1998. The car was campaigned most memorably 
by Gianpiero Moretti — founder and owner of MOMO — with that 
company's sponsorship. This is Hot Wheels 1:18 F333 SP. 




When the Daytona was released, Ferrari was withdrawing from direct par- 
ticipation in endurance sports-car racing to focus on Formula 1, while let- 
ting privateer teams champion the prancing horse at places like Le Mans. 
Even without full factory backing, the Competizione Daytona proved very 
stout in the production-based classes for nearly a decade. Actor and 
sometime professional driver Paul Newman teamed up with aces MiK 
Minter and Elliot Forbes Robinson to score a fifth place in the 1977 24 
Hours of Daytona. Kyosho does a model of the car in 1:18. 



Over the last three decades, Ferrari's motorsports focus has been 
squarely on Formula 1, with impressive success. It prevailed in the 
Constructors Championship six times and the drivers' title three 
times between 1975 and 1983. A drought that began in 1984 
abruptly ended in 1999 with the first of six straight constructors' 
titles and five straight drivers' titles (starting in 2000) for Michael 
Schumacher, who is statistically the greatest F1 driver of all time. 
He owns every meaningful record in the sport and is now synony- 
mous with Ferrari racing. Hot Wheels does a number of 
Schumacher's cars, including this 1:43 F20OS. 
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At $10 million-plus, the 250 GTO is 
world's most valuable Ferrari. Hot 
Wheels' 1:18 version is a bit more 
affordable. 



the 




carry the prancing horse crest. 
Nominally a variant of the 250 
Berlinetta SWB, the GTO was 
in reality the ultinnate adapta- 
tion of a street car for competi- 
tion use. It was also an early 
example of the influence of 
aerodynamics in automotive 
design. The Berlinetta's nose 
was dropped and stretched to 
give it less drag at high speed 
and to produce downforce, 
while a blunt tail with an inte- 
grated deck spoiler pinned the 
rear end to the road. Whether 
it was fate or just a happy 
accident, all the wind-tunnel 
refinements resulted in a car 
that was aerodynamically 
efficient and undeniably 
gorgeous — ^traits that are often 
at odds. But in the GTO, they_ 
coexisted harmoniously, an<t- ~- 
together with a horsepower ' 
figure north of 300hp and a 
dry weight of less than 2,000 
pounds, the GTO was capable 
of more than 170mph, making 
it, in the eyes of many, the first 
supercar. ^. • 

MEW CHALLENGES AND 
CHANGING FOCUS 

Enzo always made racing the 
highest priority, and despite 



several factors that threatened 
Ferrari's on-track success, the 
first half of the '60s were good 
years for Ferrari. For six 
straight years (1960 to 1965) 
there was a prancing horse in 
victory lane after 24 hours at Le 
Mans. But the writing was on 
the wall. Henry Ford II, still 
smarting from Enzo's llth-hour 
rebuff of his proposal to buy 
Ferrari in 1963, commanded an 
all-out assault to depose 



seen on Ferrari racecars. The 
first was a rear-mounted 
transaxle. Enzo was reluctant, 
as he put it, "to put the cart 
before the horse" and switch 
to a mid-engine layout on his 
flagship sports car. But he rec- 
ognized the weight distribu- 
tion advantages of moving 
mass rearward, so he split 
the difference (and the power 
train) and mounted the 
transmission, an all synchro 




-Lomborghinl's Miura made mid-engine the standard. This 1:18 is 
:-fcom AUrOart. -. f- 




The 250 LM WM FMrrari's final 
La Mans wtnnar. Dtecasts are 
rare; Hot Wheels does this one. 
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Ferrari at Le Mans, and by 
1965, Ford's GT40 looked 
unstoppable. Ferrari countered 
with P4, but when both heavy- 
hitting prototypes fell out with 
mechanical failures, a little 250 
LM — Ferrari's very first mid- 
engine road car — inherited the 
overall win. It was the last 
time Ferrari was competitive 
for the overall win at Le Mans. 

The company faced new 
challenges on the commercial 
front as demand for top-dollar 
sports cars softened. Enzo was 
compelled to sell stock in 
1965, and Italian automaker 
Fiat bought a share of the 
company. But financial woes 
didn't hinder Ferrari's innova- 
tion: it introduced the 275 GTB 
(Berlinetta) and GTS (Spyder) 
as the successors to the 250 
series with several features 
that had previously only been 



5-speed (another first for a 
street Ferrari) in the back. The 
transaxle served as the center 
attachment point for a fully 
independent rear suspension 
(yet another first). 

The 275 GTB received a 
substantial upgrade in late 
1966 when the GTB/4 was 
released. Upstart rival 
Lamborghini had debuted the 
stunning Miura earlier that 
year with a 4.0L, 4-cam, 350hp 
V-12 mounted behind the driv- 
er! Enzo wasn't about to flip- 
flop his horse and cart, but he 



countered Lamborghini on 
one front by adding twin cam 
heads to the 275's 3.3L V-12. 
The new 4-cam engine 
bumped power to 300 — still 50 
short of the Lambo, but the 
Ferrari weighed nearly 400 
pounds less, so performances 
were reasonably even. 
American importer (and head 
of Ferrari's North American 
Racing Team) Luigi Chinetti 
even convinced Enzo to drop 
the 4-cam engine into 10 GTSs 
to create the NART Spyder. 

DINO— THE SIGN OF 
THINGS TO COME 

Perhaps the saddest moment 
in Enzo's life was the loss of 
his son Alfredo — nicknamed 
Dino — to muscular dystrophy 
at age 24. Dino was positioned 
as Enzo's successor, and he 
championed the design of a 
1.5L \/-6 to run in Formula 2 
competition shortly before he 
fell ill. Enzo carried on the V-6 
program partly in tribute to 
Dino, and 12 years later, in 
conjunction with new partner 
Fiat, Enzo released an all new, 
transverse mid-engine sports 
car using a Fiat-built 2.0L ver- 
sion of the V-6 and called It the 
Dino 206. Interestingly, it car- 
ried no Ferrari name or badge. 
The Pininfarina body was very 
aggressively styled and the car 
was capable, but its reception 
was mixed; perhaps Enzo had 
been right in hesitating to 
adopt a mid-engine layout. In 
1969, the Dino's displacement 
was bumped to 2.4L (yielding 
an extra 15 horses) and 
rechristened the Dino 246. 
More important, the Dino at 
last caught on in popularity. In 
1972, a targa-topped GTS 
model was added. 

The 246 was succeeded in 
late 1974 by the much 
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Built by Ferrari in honor of his son, the Dino did not carry the Ferrari 
name or badges. This is the 246 GTS from Hot Wheals. 
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The last of the classic front-engine cars, the Daytona Spyder is 
among the most beautiful and beloved. 



maligned Dino 308 GT4. This 
homely 2+2 spelled the end 
for the Dino nameplate just 
when it had gained some trac- 
tion, but the Dino tradition 
lived on in the "entry-level" 
mid-engine Ferraris that fol- 
lowed (including the universal- 
ly recognized 308 GTB that 
debuted a year later). 

END OF AN ERA ... AND A 
BEGINNING 

Ferrari's final front-engine 
flagship arrived in 1968 — the 
exquisite 365 GTB/4 and GTS/4 
Daytona. Building on the tech- 
nical innovations of the 275 
GTB/4, the Daytona added 
extra 1.1L of displacement 
and 52hp (2 more than 
Lamborghini's Miura). The 
Daytona emphasized style, 
glamour and speed, but it sig- 
nified Ferrari's shift away from 
race-derived street cars. The 
Daytona was considerably 
heavier than previous GTs; 
some versions tipped the 
scales at 3,500 pounds. But if it 
lost some of the earlier cars' 
corner-carving ability, few fans 
seemed to care, and in the 
intervening 37 years since its 
debut, it has become, with the 
exception of the GTO, perhaps 
the most beloved Ferrari of all. 

When the Daytona's succes- 
sor arrived late in 1973, about 



the only similarity was the 
model designation. The 365 
GT4 BB (short for Berlinetta 
Boxer) represented the most 
profound shift in Ferrari's his- 
tory. Enzo had finally accepted 
that the blueprint for the ulti- 
mate sports car dictated that 
the engine be mounted 
behind the driver. But why 
stop there? Engineers knew 
that centering the weight of 
the engine was good, but cen- 
tering and lowering it was 
better. So Ferrari abandoned 
the long-established V-12 in 
favor of a flat (or boxer) 12. 
With 360 horsepower and a 
sleek new Pininfarina body, 
performance surpassed that 
of any previous Ferrari and 
more than matched its rival 
Lamborghini's. 

THE PEOPLES' FERRARI 

The Ferrari factory has made 
a habit of introducing drasti- 
cally different vehicles with 
remarkably similar names. 
Such is certainly the case with 
the most recognizable Ferrari 
of all time— the 308 GTB. 
Introduced less than a year 
after the unfortunate Dino 308 
GT4, this "real" 308 was 
another smash hit from the 
Pininfarina studio. Externally, 
the two were very different. 



The mid-engine 365 GT4 
Berlinetta Boxer 
followed the Daytona. 
Kyosho does this excel- 
lent version in 1:18. 




The 3.0-liter Colombo V-12 was world class, and GMP's forthcoming 1:6 
version looks to be the same. Sound effects will even replicate the unmis- 
takable V-12 song! 





heads. The new Testarossa 
had red heads, too, though 
since it used a flat 12 configu- 
ration, you practically needed 
to pull the engine to see them. 
For good measure, Ferrari 
painted the prominent twin- 



The 308 made Ferrari a household 
name. Kyosho does this GTB. 

though they shared a common 
engine. Stylistically, it was 
much closer to the 246 Dino, 
with a low, pointed nose, 
arched front fenders, but- 
tressed C-pillars and large 
scoops leading from the cen- 
ter of the door into the upper 
rear fender. These were func- 
tional, providing ventilation to 
the transverse-mounted 3.0L 
V-8 just behind the cabin. 

A year later, the Berlinetta 
was joined by the 308 GTS 
(technically a Targa, rather 
than a traditional Spyder). The 
open top outsold the GTB 
(highly unusual for Ferrari), 
and by the time the 308 gave 
way to the 328 in 1985, more 
than 12,000 GTBs and GTSs 
had been sold — making it the 
best-selling model in the com- 
pany's history. 

You can't discuss the 308 
without mentioning the televi- 
sion show that made it a 
star — "Magnum P.I." A flower- 
shirted, Detroit Tiger baseball- 
capped Tom Selleck hopping 
through the open Targa top of 
a Ferrari 308 GTS and tearing 
through beautiful Hawaiian 
landscapes quickly made 
Ferrari a household name to 
even the least car-savvy 
American audience. Even now, 
it is probably better known as 
Magnum's Ferrari than by its 
alphanumeric designation. 

niE '80S— DECADE OF 
THE SUPERCAR 

Lots of money was spent in 
the'80s on image items, and 
few objects enhanced one's 
image as effectively as an out- 
rageously fast European sports 
car. Lamborghini's Countach 
had created a entirely new seg- 
ment: the ultra-exotic car, and 
by the early '80s, a brand war 
was underway for bragging 
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The F40 dominated the 80s. Hot Wheels launched it* brand-new Elite 
line with this 1:18 version. 



rights of the fastest, sexiest, 
coolest car around. Ferrari 
launched a three-pronged 
attack. The first was the 288 
GTO. Essentially a lightweight, 
twin-turbocharged 400hp ver- 
sion of the 308, this car took 
Ferrari performance to new 
heights while playing on the 
cachet of the "GTO" name- 
plate from 20 years earlier. 

After seeing the benefit of 
resurrecting a familiar model 
name, Ferrari did it again less 
than a year later with the 
Boxer's replacement — the 
Testarossa. It recalled the suc- 
cessful racing roadsters of the 
late '50s and early '60s, whose 
name (meaning "redhead") 
was derived from the bright 
red covers on the cylinder 



intake plenums on the top of 
the engine red, too. 

But the most significant 
Ferrari of the '80s was 
undoubtedly the F40. Unveiled 
in 1987 to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of Ferrari's first 
car, it was designed to recap- 
ture the spirit of Ferrari's early 
days of producing barely 
streetable versions of its rac- 
ing machines. The F40 had all 
the racecar credentials: a light- 
weight carbon-fiber body hung 
on a steel tube frame with a 
cockpit-adjustable suspension, 
Kevlar racing seats with 4-point 
racing harnesses, Plexiglas 
windows and no carpeting or 
sound-deadening material. The 
engine evolved from the twin- 
turbo 2.9L V-8 of the 288 GTO. 



It now made 478hp — enough to 
hit 201 mph and make it the 
fastest ever production vehicle 
to that point. 

THE MODERN ERA AND 
RETURNING TO ROOTS 

As the '90s dawned, Ferrari 
rode on the flash of the 
Testarossa and the dash of the 
F40. The 328 had given way to 
the 348, and while it wasn't 
exactly hailed by critics, the 
public liked it well enough to 
buy 8,000 or so. Besides, is 
there such a thing as a "bad" 
Ferrari? The Testarossa name 
got smaller (first to 512TR, 
then to 512M), but power fig- 
ures got bigger and peaked at 
432 before it was phased out. 
Its passing was hardly noticed, 
as that same year three new 
models were introduced. The 
355 replaced the 348, with 
much improved styling, han- 
dling and a bunch more power 
Ferrari released the 456 GT 
front-engine four-seat model 
and even offered a GT A 
model with an automatic trans- 
mission. The predictably 
named successor to the F40, 
the F50 arrived, albeit about a 
couple years early for the com- 
pany's 50th birthday in 1997. 
Technology and performance 
were world-class but it looked 
a bit alien, and a soft market 
for ultra-exotics meant that the 
F50 never quite clicked the way 
the F40 had. 



The spirit of the front- 
engine GT was revived 
in 1997 with the 550 
Maranello. This Bburago 
1:18 version is a few 
years old. 





A sure classic in tlie making, 
the gorgeous 599 GTB 
Fiorano is just now becoming 
available — if you have $250K. 
This is another in the Elite 
series roster. (Photo courtesy 
of Ferrari SpA.) 




A proper Ferrari GT — with a 
V-12 positioned up front — 
returned in 1997 in the form of 
the beautiful 550 Maranello, 
and its 436hp made sure it 
lived up to its spiritual prede- 
cessor's legacy, the 365 
Daytona. Subsequent engine 
improvements and a targa 
model that recalls the 
Superamerica nameplate kept 
the Maranello (now a 575) 
current for its 10-year run. Its 
replacement, the 599 GTB 
Fiorano, is due this year, with 
styling that evokes the classic 
front-engine Ferraris even 
more forcefully, while it prom- 
ises awe-inspiring perform- 
ance from a 620hp V-12. The 
456's replacement, the 612 
Scaglietti, came out in 2005 
and brought similar heritage 
styling and staggering per- 
formance to the 2+2 segment. 

The F355 evolved into the 
360 Modena and more recently 
into the F430. This "entry- 
level" model now boasts 
483hp, giving it supercar per- 
formance on par with the likes 
of the F40. 

The F50 was followed by 
the Enzo in 2002, a car so 
advanced that it rendered 
every other supercar on the 
planet obsolete overnight. 
Loaded with F1 technology 
and 660hp, it was In a perform- 
ance class all its own, and 
even now, after nearly five 
years, no company has effec- 
tively countered the Enzo's 
dynamic capabilities. But never 
a company to get complacent. 



Ferrari upped the ante with the 
FXX. Effectively a super-Enzo 
(as if the regular Enzo wasn't 
super enough), the FXX is a 
lighter, more aerodynamic 
Enzo now with 800hp. Unlike 
the Enzo, it is not legal to drive 
the FXX on the street, but then 
who'd be able to stay within 
the limits of traffic laws in a 
vehicle that potent? 

FERRARI IN DIECAST 

Given the brand's history of 
performance, prestige and 
consistently excellent aesthetic 
appeal, it's no wonder that 
Ferraris of any vintage are 
among the most popular in 
diecast. Models cover every 
range of scale, price and era. 
But because they're so popu- 
lar (and thus so lucrative for 
companies to produce), licens- 
es are highly prized and jeal- 
ously guarded by model man- 
ufacturers. As a result, there is 
less freedom within the indus- 
try to produce models at will. 
Many Ferraris that would be 
instant hits in the collector 
market just aren't being done. 



Others have been done but 
not in sufficient numbers to 
satisfy the seemingly limitless 
demand for these timeless 
classics. 

But plenty of cars are avail- 
able, and the ones you see in 
this article are, for the most 
part, still in production or are 
recent and prolific enough that 
you should be able to locate 
them retail or in secondary 
markets. And more are in the 
works — most notably Mattel's 
Elite series. Nine mostly mod- 
ern Ferraris will follow the 
first-release F40 you see here 
to greatly expand Mattel's 
presence in the upscale mar- 
ket. The 599 Fiorano and the 
FXX are of particular interest, 
as the Elite cars may well be 
the first diecasts of these mod- 
els. Hey, Mattel — if you're lis- 
tening; how about supple- 
menting these new cars with 
upscale versions of some clas- 
sics — like, say, a 250 Testa 
Rossa, a California Spyder, or 
a GTO, please? 

Kyosho plans a few new 
variations on its existing 1:18 




Kyosho's premium 1:43 series parts count rivals many 1:18 cars. The 
Enzo, F50 and 512 BB are out so far. 



castings and continues to add 
to the phenomenally detailed 
1:43 line that currently contains 
the Enzo, F50 and 512 BB. Next 
up (we hear) is a Daytona 
coupe. And we've seen a pro- 
totype of Kyosho's forthcom- 
ing 1:12 Enzo, so that should 
be out soon. CMC plans a 1953 
500 Mondial Formula 2 racer, 
and we hope it continues with 
future prancing-horse models, 
as no marque more deserves 
the level of quality and detail 
CMC provides than Ferrari. In 
other words, the future looks 
pretty good for diecast fans of 
the most storied name in 
sports-car history. 

Special thanks to Exoticar for locat- 
ing out-of-production pieces from 
the Mattel Ferrari line for us to 
show in this story. Exoticar has one 
of the most extensive inventories of 
collectible diecasts, including the 
CMC, Mattel, Kyosho and AUTOart 
pieces you see here. Check them 
out at exoticar.com. 

SOURCES 

AUTOart; distributed by Gateway 
Global (562) 623 0210; 
autoartmodels.com 

BBR; distributed by Minichamps 
North America; (305) 971-1171; 
minichampsna.com 

CMC — Classic Model Cars 

(585) 292-7280; cmc-modelcars.de 

Exoticar Model Co. Inc. 

(800) 348-9159, exoticar.com 

Hot Wheels; distributed by Mattel; 
holwheeiscollectors.com 

IXO; distributed by Sunrich Toy & 
Hobby (909) 287 0655; 
sunrichtoy.com 

Kyosho Die-Cast; distributed by 
Minichamps North America 
(305) 971-1171; minichampsna.com; 
kyosho.com 
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CMC Ferrari 250 GT 
Berlinetta SWB 



The 250 series is 
without a doubt the 
most enduring, 
most prolific, most 
successful (both commercially 
and In competition) in the his- 
tory of Ferrari. And although 
there are more conspicuous 
250s— the Testa Rossa and 
GTO come to mind — it is the 
250 GT Berlinetta that best 
symbolizes the blend of 
elegance and uncompromis- 
ing performance that has 
made Ferrari the most 
admired brand in automotive 
history. Ferraris with the 250 
designation appeared in com- 
petition as early as 1952, but 
it was not until 1954 that the 
road-going GT debuted. 
Though the GT line encom- 
passed several body styles 
(including a variety of two- 
passenger coupes and con- 
vertibles in addition to a 2+2) 
built by several different 
coachbuilders on two 
different wheelbases, 
the powertrain. 



suspension and chassis 
configuration remained 
essentially the same for the 
GT's 10-year run. It was the 
first real production Ferrari; 
previous models had been 
hand-built with very few stan- 
dardized elements. Most 250 
GTs were built for road use, 
but the company's reputation 
was forged on the racetrack, 
so the GT had to be capable 
of upholding the marque's 
honor in competition as well. 

It was for competition that 
the GT Berlinetta (or GTB) 
was designed. First shown in 
late 1955, the Berlinetta was a 
fastback coupe version of the 
250 GT with aluminum body 
panels to minimize weight. 
It was a true dual-purpose 
street/track car and legal 
for production GT 
class racing. It 

did well ^^^d 



in the hands of professionals 
and amateurs alike, but the 
Berlinetta truly came into its 
own in late 1959 when the 
passo corto — literally "short 
step" — 94.5-inch wheelbase 
version was released (previ- 
ous GTs had a 102.3-inch 
wheelbase). The short wheel- 
base (SWB) offered two 
important advantages: the 
shorter length gave it quicker 
turn-in and faster steering 
response, and the shorter 
chassis saved weight. It was 
also stunningly beautiful with 
its sleek Pininfarina-designed 
fastback coupe body, 
although the actual assembly 
was performed by Scaglietti. 



Street versions had steel 
bodies with aluminum doors, 
hoods, trunks and 280hp. 
Several full-race versions 
were built with all-aluminum 
bodies, and engines up to 
300hp could be ordered. 
Needless to say, they were 
nearly untouchable in the 
production class. 



MODELLO MAGNIFICO 

Part of reviewing a diecast is 
remaining objective and giv- 
ing a balanced appraisal of 
the model's strengths and 
weaknesses. CMC's 1961 250 
GT blows that plan all to hell; 
the biggest challenge here is 
to avoid gushing over its 





You won't find a 
more detailed 
engine bay on 
any model in any 
scale. Just look 
at the work on 
the lines and 
hoses; CMC even 
uses functional 
hose clamps. 




SP6CS 
Scale: 1:18 
Length: 11.34 in. 
Wheelbase: 5.24 in. 
Width: 3.76 in. 
Price: S235 (est.) 

FeHTURES 

> Opening hood, doors, trunk, 
gas-filler door 

> Operational steering 

> Articulated suspension 

> Removable wheels with 
functional knock-offs 



RflTmGS (scale of i-S) 

> Body, paint 4.5 

> Wheels, tires 5 

> Engine 5 

> Chassis, suspension, undercarriage 5 

> Interior 4 

> Presentation, proportion, stance 5 

> Collectibility 4 5 



Black leather bathes the interior and is 
brightened by bits of chrome and the 
body-colored dash. 



Even the wipers are amazing — five separate 
metal pieces plus a rubber blade! 



SO impressive; nothing is 
omitted yet it maintains 
nearly perfect precision. Each 
badge, fitting, trim piece, 
vent, handle, scoop — every 
one is a separate casting, pol- 
ished and perfectly straight. 
All of the lights and markers 
have individual chrome hous- 
ings with properly tinted 
lenses. The gas cap, which 
flips up, has its own chrome 
tab to help you lift it. The foil 
"Ferrari" badge on the deck 
lid perfectly replicates the sig- 
nature Ferrari script — even 
under a magnifying glass. 

One of my absolute 
favorite features on this 
car is the wipers. Each com- 
prises at least five individual 
metal pieces plus a rubber 
wiper blade— phenomenal! 
Somewhat more dramatic, 
and just as impressive, 
is the grille: perfectly 
framed individual wire 
strips, a chrome prancing 
horse badge, fog lights 
and a finely polished 
chrome rim. 
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brilliance. It seems to be a 
common problem; examples 
of the Rosso Corsa version 
(that's racing red to you and 
me) are moving so fast that 
they're leaving 1:18-scale 
scorch marks across 
dealer countertops. The 



just-released yellow version 
seemed as good a reason as 
any to take a close look at 
this magnificent model. 

Exterior. When producing a 
premium level diecast, the 
trick isn't so much how many 
details you attempt to work 



in but more the ability to 
reproduce the details you do 
attempt with absolute preci- 
sion. The worst thing a man- 
ufacturer can do is overstep 
its ability; a botched detail is 
an ever-present irritant, 
whereas an omission is usu- 
ally forgotten after its initial 
discovery. That's what 
makes the CMC 250 GT 






The paint has a lovely liquid quality to it, and the hedging (like virtually 
everything else on this car) is perfect. 



When playing in this 
league, "flawless paint" is not 
a compliment; it's a prerequi- 
site. And it is here where the 
CMC car lets me down, if only 
slightly. There is one small 
blemish in the bright yellow 
finish, just on the lip of the 
front wheel well. It's minor, 
and out of direct view from 
most angles, but it's there. 
Everywhere else the paint has 
a glorious deep gloss that 
makes the car look wet, and 
the Giallo Modena (Modena 
Yellow) color complements 
the Berlinetta's sexy lines 
even better than the red, if 
that's possible. 

Interior. If leather upholstery 
is the mark of a premium full- 
scale interior, then real 
leather done in 1:18 is down- 
right exotic. It is a luxurious 
black here, with that hint of 
gloss over a matte finish 
that only real leather can 
pull off. Deep gray carpet 
pile covers the floorboards, 
and on the whole, the cock- 
pit is fairly dark. The 
occasional flash of chrome 
is visible, but not in the 
shifter gate; this model pre- 
dates that Ferrari styling 
cue, so the lever is covered 
with a traditional leather 
boot. Most of the brightness 
comes from the dashboard 
that's painted the same 
shade of yellow as the body. 
The gauges have white cen- 
ters, dark gray outer rings 



and silver numbers — all 

impressively legible. A 
wood-rimmed steering 
wheel looks right at home 
with three metal spokes and 
a logo-embossed center cap. 
This interior is a stark con- 
trast to the red car's, which 
has a tan leather interior 
and a much lighter, airier 
feel. Execution on both is 
outstanding, but I prefer 
the tan. 

Engine. For many, real 
Ferraris will always have 12 
cylinders, and they belong up 
front between curvaceous 
fenders and a long, low hood. 
The heart of this car, and of 
so many classic Ferraris, is 
the Colombo V-12. In the 
1961 Berlinetta, it measured 
3.0 liters and was good for 
280hp at 7,000rpm, 0 to 60 in 
less than 6 seconds and more 
than IBOmph. Those are 
imposing stats for a modern 
sports car, but this baby is 45 
years old! 

The engine bay of the CMC 
250 could probably fill an 
entire review. Every second 
brings a joyous discovery: 
crackle finish on the 
embossed cylinder heads and 
real wire braiding on the oil 
and fuel lines. The throttle 
linkage is metal, and there's a 
real wire return spring. The 
alternator is not just wired but 
also has an insulated boot 
coming out of the alternator 
that necks down to a properly 



colored wire that runs to the 
twin ignition coils and twin 
distributors mounted behind 
each cylinder bank. The alter- 
nator bracket has a groove for 
tension adjustment. There's a 
plaque on the top of the 
engine stenciled with engine 
info and the proper firing 
order; I wouldn't be surprised 
to find the signature of some 
Italian technician who worked 
in Maranello 45 years ago). 
Real metal clamps secure the 
radiator hoses. Each valve- 
cover bolt is a separate 
piece — all 32 of them! 

Suspension, wheels & 
tires. The suspension could 
easily be overlooked on a 
model whose other virtues 
are so impressive, but that 
would be a shame. Up front, 
realistically hinged double 
wishbones flex on wire coil- 
springs and telescoping 




Simulated Borrani wire wheels 
employ functional knock-offs, 
and behind them, in addition to 
glimpses of the suspension, 
detailed brake discs and calipers 
are visible. 

shocks. In back, the live axle 
rides on leaf springs com- 
prised of individual metal 
leafs. Brass brake and fuel 
lines glint against the black 
undercarriage and are 
strapped to the tube-frame 
chassis with stainless-steel 
clamps. That frame is 
individually cast and then 
screwed to the floorpan. 
The 24 oil-pan bolts are cast 
separate from the pan, and 
the drain plug makes 25. The 
emergency brake linkage is 
properly hinged. 



The rims on the Borrani 
wheels look to be machined 
aluminum, and the spokes 
are functional. I don't know 
how many spokes they 
have — 60, 80? — too many to 
count. You can examine 
them from any angle 
because the three-flange 
knock-off nut in the center is 
functional, too. Unscrew it, 
and the wheel comes off 
smoothly, allowing you an 
unobstructed look at the 
steel brake discs and the 
brass brake lines that go all 
the way to the calipers. 

The tires on the Borrani's 
are 1:18 versions of DOT- 
approved Michelin XMX 
tubeless radials — made in 
France, size 215/70 VR 15; it 
says all of that on the side- 
wall. To be nitpicky, these 
tires are a bit wide for 
1961— most 250 GTs came 
with 185 Dunlops back in 
the day, but these are a 
reasonable retrofit, so 
why complain? 

WRAPPING UP 

When the red version of 
CMC's 1961 Ferrari 250 GT 
Berlinetta SWB came out 
several months ago, its ini- 
tial price was just over $200, 
it was a steal. The demand 
has been so strong that the 
price has climbed a little, 
and the new yellow version 
will go for about $230 to 
$240. That's a chunk of 
dough, and it's still a steal, 
but, of course, for that price 
you'll want to make sure 
yours is flawless. A model of 
this quality certainly isn't for 
everyone, but no one will be 
disappointed by the job CMC 
has done. The 250 GT 
Berlinetta is one of the great 
cars of all time, and this is 
one of the best diecast exe- 
cutions of any car I've seen. 
Objectivity be damned — get 
this model. Period. - 

SOURCE 

CMC — Classical Model Cars 

(585) 292-7280; cmc-modelcars.de 
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1/18 Lamborghini MluraSV 

74544 - White /Gold Side Skirts 

74545 - Red /Gold Side Skirts 



80542 





irjJII 1/18 BMW 3201 (E46)WTCC 2005 
^*SII 80542 -J.Muller #42 
80543 -aMullerm 




1/43 60443 Mazdaspeed 
RX-8(787BLMUvery) 




1/43 Dodge Viper Competition Car 2004 
Plain Body Version 
60420 -Red 60421 -Black 



1/43 BMW MS 1987 

55151 - ZInnoberred (Workable Bonnet) 

55152 • DelphingreyM'IC (Workable Bonnet) 



1/43 Peugeot 307 WRC 2005 
M.Gronholm / T.Rautlalnen 

60555 - #8 Rally of Monte Carlo 

60556 • »7 Rally ot Deutschland 



ateway Global Inc. 1 6720 Marquardt Avenue Cerritos, California 90703 Tel.:562.623.021 0 
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<yosho Ferrari 

365 GTB/4 Daytona 

Swan song for the classic Italian sports car 



It is often difficult to mark 
the precise end of an auto- 
motive era. Which, for 
example, was the very last 
real muscle car? Which was 
the final true British roadster? 
Those may be tough, but it 
isn't difficult to name the last 
of the classic Italian GTs; that 
honor goes to the Ferrari 365 
GTB/4 — known now and forev- 
er as the "Daytona." Over the 
decades since its 1968 intro- 
duction, the Daytona has 
evolved from curiosity to 
celebrity to institution and is 
now one of the most coveted 
and admired Ferraris of all 
time. The recent Ferrari 550 
and 575 Maranello coupes, 
and the forthcoming 599 GTB 
(nicknamed "Fiorano"), are an 
obvious homage to the suc- 
cess and enduring legend of 
the Daytona. 

The 365 GTB/4 (Ferrari 
does not officially recognize 
the "Daytona" moniker) rep- 
resented a shocking styling 
departure for Ferrari despite 
being penned by familiar 
design studio Pininfarina. Its 
wedge-shaped nose and 
angular lines were in sharp 
contrast to the voluptuous 
curves that had been Ferrari's 
trademark for the previous 
decade. It did retain Ferrari's 
classic GT layout: a two-seat 
cabin positioned way back on 
a tube-frame chassis with a 
powerful and sonorous V-12 
sitting beneath a long, low 
hood. It also possessed a 
number of modern innova- 
tions that included an inde- 
pendent rear suspension, 
double-overhead cams (des- 
ignated by the "/4" in its 
name) and a rear-mounted 
5-speed transaxle, all of 



which had been introduced 
on the 275 GTB/4. The origi- 
nal design featured a full- 
width plastic cover over fixed 
headlights, but this failed to 
receive certification in the 
U.S., so flip-up headlights 
were installed for U.S. -bound 
Daytonas. This quick fix 
proved so attractive that it 
was applied to all Daytonas 
after the 1970 model year. 

The Daytona remained in 
production until 1974, when it 
was replaced by the mid- 
engine 365 GT4BB (which, 
despite its name, had virtually 
nothing in common with the 
Daytona). Thus, the Daytona 
was the last of the classic front- 
engine Ferraris and marks one 
of the major turning points in 
the company's history. 



A MODEL SUBJECT 

It's hard to go wrong when 
you select a Ferrari to model 
in diecast, but the Daytona 
stands out even among the 
prancing horse elite. The 
styling, the 352hp V-12 and 
the 175mph top speed all 
contribute, but much of 
the mystique 
of the 



Daytona endures because of 
the stories that surround it. 
In 1971, Dan Gurney and 
Brock Yates piloted one 
2,876 miles in just under 36 
hours to win the Cannonball 
Baker Sea-to-Shining-Sea 
Memorial Trophy Dash, the 
extralegal, cross-country, 
free-for-all street race subse- 
quently immortalized on the 
big screen in films such as 
"Cannonball," "Gumball 
Rally" and the Yates' 
authored "Cannonball Run." 
Mildly modified race ver- 
sions remained competitive 
in international sports car 
endurance racing for a 
decade after the design's 
introduction, and actor Paul 
Newman drove one to fifth 
place overall in the 1977 24 
Hours of Daytona against 
scores of purpose-built race 
cars. The Daytona — in 
Spider form— enjoyed a 
resurgence in popularity in 
the '80s. With detective 
Sonny Crockett (actor Don 
Johnson) at the wheel, it 
became a 



star of the influential TV 
series Miami Vice, but the 
car that was used and 
abused during filming was 
actually a replica based on a 
Corvette C3 chassis. Only 
the Shelby Cobra continues 
to get as much publicity so 
long after its heyday. 
Considering how popular in 
diecast that car remains, it's 
surprising that only Kyosho 
does an upscale Daytona 
model (Mattel does make an 
entry-level version). 

Exterior. The Daytona's body 
is a study in the principle of 
"less is more"— its shape is 
deceptively simple yet carries 
an air of sophistication rarely 
matched in auto design. The 
pointed nose blends into a 
long, flowing beltline that 
sweeps dramatically up to 
meet the C-pillar. The height 
and pronounced curvature of 
the tail is notable, but it's a 
tribute to Pininfarina designer 
Leonardo Fioravanti .^i^ 
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the Daytona's V-12 was good for 352hp and 
175mph. Kyosho's version packs a punch, too, with 
attention to details such as battery cables, throttle 
linkage and simulated pneumatic struts to hold up 
the hood. the gauge cluster is the highlight in 

the interior. The gauge faces are clearly legible, and 
each is ringed in a nice chrome bezel. 



SPECS 
Scale: 1:18 
Length: 9.65 in. 
Wheelbase: 5.26 in. 
Width: 3.97 in. 
Height: 2.77 in. 
Price: S60 

FEflTUReS 

> Opening hood, doors, trunk 

> Operational steering 

> Articulated suspension 

RflTlDGS (scale Of 1-S) 

> Body, paint 3.5 

> Wheels, tires 3 

> Engine 15 

> Chassis, suspension, undercarriage 4 

> Interior 4 



> Presentation, proportion, stance 4 



> Collectibility 3.5 






OUT OF THE 



(who also designed the Dino, 
308, 288 GTO and the 512 
BB) that the tail blends seam- 
lessly with the rest of the car. 
The overall effect is of a long 
car, but the Daytona shares 
the same wheelbase as the 
classic short-wheelbase 
(SWB) Ferraris. Kyosho does 
a fine job with its interpreta- 
tion, it replicates the Daytona 
with subtlety and care. We've 
seen examples in both red 
and yellow (there is also a 
black), and the paint is 
smooth, but the red shows 
occasional color variation — a 
trait we've noticed in other 
red Kyosho cars. I particular- 
ly like the chrome bits — the 
split bumpers fore and aft, 
the door handles and espe- 
cially the quad tailpipes and 
the foil badge across the rear 
deck; the painted-on keyhole 
is a bit of a disappointment. 
The wire mesh in the hood 
vents is excellent, as are the 
flip-up headlights, but they 
are a bit too heavy to stay up 
by themselves. 

Interior. The interior is the 
only place where there is a 
marked difference between the 
red and yellow cars. The red 
has red-and-black molded 
seats; the yellow car's are solid 
black. The extra color lends the 
red car more character. 



Pop-up headlights were 
originally a stop-gap 
measure, but they 
proved so attractive 
that they became 
standard on all 
Daytonas. Of 
course, they're 
functional on 
Kyosho's 



Moderate use of chrome paint 
and well-detailed gauges add 
more color, and fuzzy carpeting 
adds texture. Chrome buckles 
on the tie-down straps provide 
welcome glamour to the cargo 
shelf under the nearly horizon- 
tal rear window. The only dis- 
appointment was a lack of 
chrome on the signature 
Ferrari shift gate; it's flat black. 

Under the hood. What good 
is a prancing horse if it can't 
gallop? The Daytona ran with 
the best of them, thanks to its 
4.4-liter V-12. Kyosho offers 
plenty of scale power with its 
version — neatly bundled 
molded plug wires sprout 
from the valley between the 
cams on each cylinder bank. 
You can just barely glimpse 
the lines and linkage under 
the huge oval air cleaner 
necessitated by the six 2-barrel 
Weber carbs. Other highlights 
include flexible cables on the 
"Deico Freedom"-labeled bat- 
tery, dual ignition coils, simu- 
lated pneumatic struts to hold 
the hood up and tubular 
exhaust headers just visible 
through their heat shrouds. 

Suspension, wheels 
& tires. Underneath, the 
Daytona was state of the art, 
with a fully independent sus- 
pension front and rear and a 
rear-mounted transmission. 



Kyosho renders its 
version with func- 
tional wire-coil 
springs; the laid- 
down angle of the 
fronts yields a soft 
spring rate while 
those in the rear are 
almost rigid. The 
dry-sump oil pan 
dominates the front 
of the car while the 
transaxle stands out 
at the rear. Detail is 
excellent, but the 
paint on the 
transaxle is a bit 
uneven. The tube 
headers dump into 
gigantic silencers 
that run the whole 
length of the car's 
center section, and 
the matte silver 
paint is flawless 
here. They exit into 
a pair of dual pipes 
that lead to the sig- 
nature Ferrari chrome quad 
exhaust tips. 

The five-spoke wheels are 
accurate to the production car 
but something less than 
inspiring — perhaps the wire 
wheels that have become 
hugely popular on latter-day 
Daytonas would spice things 
up. Behind them are disc 
brakes with modest detail, 
and although the tires look 





The huge exhaust silencers dominate the 
view on the undercarriage, but of greater 
technical interest are the dry sump oil pan 
and rear-mounted transaxle. 



accurate in size and tread pat- 
tern, the tall sidewalls are con- 
spicuously lacking in markings 
(blame tire companies who 
get finicky with licensing). 

The Daytona is a celebration 
of and a swan song for the 
great Italian sports car age. 
To my eye, the machines that 
followed, as appealing as 
many are, fail to strike the 
same balance of superiority 
and sophistication. Kyosho 
undertakes the Daytona with 
its usual mix of precision 
and value and yields a model 
that is appealing and attain- 
able. The Daytona is a must- 
have for any true collector's 
stable of influential sports 
cars and is one of the two 
or three most important 
Ferraris of all time. Kyosho's 
version is the best example 
available, and at around $60, 
it's quite a deal. 

SOURCE 

Kyosho Die-Cast, distributed by 
Minichamps North America; 
(305) 971-1171; minichampsna.com; 
kyosho.com. 
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DIECAST DIRECT 

NCORPORATED 



You are Just a Click Away from over 
4,000 items from over 65 Manufacturers! 

WWW . diccastdirect . com/dcx 



1970 Plymouth Hemi Road Runner 
(Plum Crazy - 1:18 Scale) - SMP1803103 - $139.00 
Model Features Hemi Engine, Wyle E Coyote on Air Filter, 
Road Runner with Dust Trails on Both Sides of the Car, Opening Hood, 
Doors, Trunk, Extremely Detailed Interior A More. 
Call and order yours today before they are historyl 






1993 Mustang Cobra w/5.0 Uter 
Cobra Engine (1:18 Scale) - $99.00 Each 
6AAP1801B13 - Black 
6AU>1801814 - Red (Shown) 
eMP1801815 - Teal 

Model Features fully detailed 5.0 liter Cobra engine, 
working suspension, opening doors, hood A hatch. 



Authentics 1966 Dodge Chorger (Red) 
(1:181 - E39319 - $52 95 - Coming 8/06 
Model features opening hood, doors, 
trunk, poseoble wheels i more. 



Limited Edition! Exclusive Color! 
1971 Plymouth Road Runner w/440 Engine 
(Triple Slack - 1:18 Scole) - E39396 - $39.95 
Model features opening hood, doors, trunk, 
poseoble wheels it more. 






2005 Dodge Challenger Concept Cor 2 Door 
(1:18 Scale) - DCP50502 - $53.95 
Models features opening hood, doors, 
trunk, poseoble wheels & more. 



Limited Edition! Exclusive Color! 
1970 Plymouth Superbird w/Rood Runner Logo 
(Petty Blue w/Block Vinyl Top - 1:18 Scale) 
E39409 - $39.95 - Coming 7/06 
Atodcl features opening hood, doors, 
trunk, poseoble wheels & more. 



Limited Edition! Exclusive Color! 
1970 Plymouth Superbird w/Rood Runner Logo 
Alpine White w/Black Vinyl Top - 1:18 Scole) 
Model features opening 



E39398 - $39.95 
hood, doors, trunk 



poseoble wheels d more. 





2006 Dodge Charger SRT8 
(1:18 Scole) - JAD90792 - Yellow or Copper - $25.95 
AAodel features opening hood, doors a trunkl 



Ford Mustang 

6T-350R Racing (1:18 Scale) - $39.95 Each 
SH350R1 - White w/Blue Stripes 
SH350R2- Blue w/White Stripes (Shown) 
SH350R3 - Red w/White Stripes 
Model feotures opening hood, doors, trunk, 
poseoble wheels, side exhaust & more. 



Shipping & Handling: (Cont'i US) 

Shipments $0.01 - $20.00 $4.95 

Shipments $20.01 • $40.00 $5.95 

Shipments $40.01 - $60.00 $6.95 

Shipments $60.01 - $80.01 $7.95 

Shipments $80.01 - $100.00 $8.95 

Shipments $100.01 - $150.00 $9.95 

Shipments $150.01 - $200.00 $10.95 

Shipments $200.01 - $250.00 $11.95 

Shipments $250.01 - $299.99 $12.95 

Free Shipping on Orders $300.00 or Morel 



2007 Shelby 6T500 (1:18 Scale) - $39.95 Each 

SH75001 - Red w/White Stripes (Shown) 

SH75002 - White w/Blue Stripes 

SH75003 - Blue w/White Stripes 

SH75004 - Block w/Sold Stipes 

Model features opening hood, doors, 

trunk, poseoble wheels A more. 




Actual Car Shownl 



1967 Ford Shelby Eleanor (Silver - 1:18 Scale) 
SH67GT500 - $39 95 - Coming 7/06 
Model features opening hood, doors, 
trunk, poseoble wheels A more. 



3 Ways to Order: 

Web Site: www.diecastdirect.com/dcx 
Mail Order, Phone: 1-800-718-1866 

Diecast Direct, Inc., 3005 Old Lawrenceburg Rd. Frankfort, KY 40601 

Hours: Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm EST 



Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
Call Doug (502) 352-2318 
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Hot Wheels Elite Ferrari F40 

The biggest name in diecast goes upscale 



The Ferrari F40 faces 
a bit of an identity 
crisis these days. It's 
no fault of the car; 
Its credentials are as solid as 
any In the Ferrari stable. Its 
supercar performance has 
very few equals, and Its 
styling blends dream-car 
beauty and race-car brawn in 
a way few others of any era 
have. Oddly enough, the 
F40's tremendous ability and 
allure may actually be 
responsible for its dilemma. 
Virtually any other supercar 
of the F40's vintage (it is 
about to turn 20) would have 
faded to irrelevance — the 
exotic market is notoriously 
fickle. A few very special, 
very rare machines transcend 
obsolescence and become 
timeless classics. But what of 
a machine so advanced that it 
doesn't grow obsolete at all — 
even after 20 years? Such is 
the plight of the F40: a car so 
capable that it has remained 
current for two decades and 
effectively denied itself the 



opportunity to age Into clas- 
sic status. Labeling Issues 
notwithstanding, there is little 
doubt that the F40 deserves 
to be ranked right up there 
with the all-time Ferrari 
greats. For my generation, 
the F40 was the car that 
emphatically resolved the 
question of which was the 
world's greatest sports car. 
Sub-4-second zero-to-60 
times and legitimate 200mph 
ability bested the top chal- 
lengers from Porsche and 
Lamborghini. That it stayed 
In production for five years 
and sold more than 1,300 
units despite a S500,000 win- 
dow sticker speaks to the 
depth of Its appeal. 

That appeal translates 
directly into diecast, and it's 
no coincidence that Mattel 
chose to launch its new top- 
of-the-llne Hot Wheels Elite 
series with a 1:18 F40. It rep- 
resents a solid step up in 
quality and looks to take on 
mid-market cars like those 
from AUTOart, Kyosho and 
others. With an MSRP in the 



$60 to S70 range, It retails 
for twice what many tradi- 
tional Hot Wheels 1:18 
models do, so Mattel had 
to bring its A-game. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Exterior. The F40 has a lot of 
nooks and crannies, and Hot 
Wheels does a great job 
applying the signature red 
paint smoothly and without 
pooling in even the smallest 
of seams. The color looks just 
right and is offset nicely by 
flat black fill in the character 
lines, vents and window trim. 
The effect makes the pop-up 
headlights appear functional, 
but they are not. The 
Plexiglas that covers the 
marker lights up front is 
exceptionally clear and 
distortion-free, as are the 
windows all around. The 
prancing horse badges and 
the photo-etched Pininfarina 
plaques just forward of 
the rear wheels are well- 
rendered, but the black paint 
used to emphasize the letter- 
ing is too heavy around the 



"a's." Just right are the deli- 
cate mesh screens that back 
the grille, brake-cooling ducts 
and the engine vents just aft 
of the doors. The chrome, 
photo-etched "Ferrari" script 
on the tail is outstanding. 

Interior. To call the F40's 
interior "spartan" is to slan- 
der the austerity of those 
ancient Greeks; "ascetic" 
might be a better term. If it 
doesn't help you launch 
harder, go faster, or corner 
better, it was left on the 
Maranello factory floor. The 
high sides of the composite 
tub that forms the passenger 
cabin are faithfully repro- 
duced right down to the pat- 
tern of the carbon fiber. The 
dash has a different texture — 
even more authentic — and a 
legible set of gauges is visi- 
ble. The two-piece Kevlar rac- 
ing seats are covered in red 
flocking that's meant to simu- 
late the original's fire-retar- 
dant Nomex cloth, but the 
flocking is a bit too deep. 
Sabelt 4-point harnesses with 
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AMERICAN 
OPEN WHEEL 

RACING 



From Dust to 
Passion to Glory 



OVER THE PAST DECADE, the proud world of open-wheel racing — once the 
most popular form of racing in America — has seen its fans quickly defect to stock 
car and other types of motorsports. Despite this, the wheels are turning to recap- 
ture the magic of its uniquely rich and wonderful history and to create an equally 
exciting future. 




Open-wheel racing in 
America it much 
more than just Indy. 
IMany cities hosted 
Street course races, 
including Long Beach, 
Detroit and Cleveland 
(shown here). 




AMERICAN 

WHEEL 
RACING 




Foyt screams through Indy's famed Turn 1 while leading the 1967 event. 



From the day the automobile 
was invented, people have 
craved the adrenaline rush 
that comes from pushing a 
vehicle to its limit. In the ear- 
liest days of the automobile, 
nearly all vehicles used for 
racing were open wheel by 
design. As aerodynamics 
research evolved, open-wheel 
race cars became a special 
breed. Today, the world's 
most elite racing series run 
fender-less. 

Thanks to the diecast 
industry, we can all take home 
a piece of open-wheel racing 
history. Whether your passion 
is IRL, Champ Cars, Sprint 
Cars, or Formula 1, there's a 
scale version of your favorite 
open-wheel car available. 

HOMETOWN RACING 

While many race-car drivers 
choose a career in the exhila- 
rating high-speed, slip-'n'- 
slide sport of sprint car rac- 
ing, nearly every American 
open-wheel race driver honed 
his skills in these distinctive 
vehicles. Sprint cars offer an 
affordable way to go racing, 
and many towns, especially 
in the Midwest, boast both 
paved and dirt short tracks. 

Sprint car racing got its 
start shortly after the World 
War I. In the early years, the 
availability of horse-racing 
tracks produced its short- 
track dirt format. As the sport 
grew, the cars evolved from 
modified stock cars in the 
1920s into the more special- 
ized custom-built designs of 
the '50s. Though some events 



in the '50s were still held on 
horse tracks, most racing took 
place at dedicated venues. In 
the '70s, faster cars and safety 
regulations required the addi- 
tion of the giant wings and roll 
cages much like the ones used 
today. 

While sprint car racing 
never captured the television 
audience that other forms of 
open-wheel racing have, it 
certainly created its own 
regional fan base. Events 
were often sold out, especi- 
ally when a hometown hero 
such as Mario Andretti or 
A.J. Foyt was behind the 
wheel. Many of today's lead- 
ing drivers such as Tony 
Stewart made a name from 
themselves in sprints. 

CHAMP CAIt IRL & 
THE INDY 500 

The most celebrated open- 
wheel event in the U.S. (and 
perhaps the world) is the 
Indianapolis 500-Mile Race (or 
"Indy 500" for short). Held 
every year on Sunday of the 
Memorial Day weekend, the 
Indy 500 was first run in 191 1 
on the once all-brick surface of 
"The Brickyard" in front of a 
paid crowd of more than 
80,000. Today, the Indy 500 



continues to be the most 
attended and watched motor- 
sport event in the world. 

Over the years, the cars of 
the Indy 500 have evolved 
because of technological 
innovations, safety concerns 
and changes in the sanction- 
ing body. Originally under the 
careful watch of the AAA 
(American Automobile 
Association), control switched 
hands in 1956 to USAC 
(United States Auto Club). 
In the 1970s, team owners, 
including Roger Penske, 
Pat Patrick and Dan Gurney, 
banded together to form 
CART (Championship Auto 
Racing Teams), which contin- 
ued to work with USAC. It 
wasn't until 1996, when Tony 
George decided to create a 
new series called IRL (Indy 
Racing League), that CART 
was replaced at the Indy 500. 
The split between the two 
sanctioning bodies caused 
considerable confusion and 
frustration among fans of the 
sport, and many defected to 
stock-car racing. 

Despite the drama, CART, 
which eventually became 
Champ Car, and IRL have 
both survived but run sepa- 
rate series with rather differ- 





Although not as widely known, 
Parnelll Jones was the most ver- 
satile racecar driver of his time. 
He could win in every form of 
racing — from Indy to off-road. 

ent open-wheel cars. IRL runs 
predominantly at oval cir- 
cuits, while many Champ Car 
events are held on street and 
road courses. The turbo- 
charged Ford Cosworth 
engines in Champ Cars 
develop far more power than 
their Honda-developed, natu- 
rally aspirated IRL counter- 
parts. Aerodynamics and sus- 
pension setup are consider- 
ably different and optimized 
for their circuit types. 

FORMULA ONE 

Formula 1 got its official start 
in 1950 and has remained, 
since its conception, a pre- 
dominantly European sport. 
For most seasons since 1959, 
Formula 1 has held an event 




The popularity of the Indy 500 has long been used to market production cars. Pace cars have become 
collector items both in full size and diecast like these new releases from Franklin Mint. 
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in the U.S. at legendary 
tracks including Indianapolis, 
Watkins Glen and Sebring. 
Considered by many to be 
the ultimate form of open- 
wheel racing. Formula 1 
hasn't garnered the same 
interest in the U.S. since the 
great Mario Andretti left the 
sport to focus on American 
motorsports activities. 

Many in the U.S. criticize 
Formula 1 for becoming a 
competition of technology, 
virtually removing the skill of 
the driver and increasing the 
costs to compete astronomi- 
cally. To add insult to injury, 
the 2005 running of the U.S. 
Grand Prix disappointed 
many fans when only six cars 
competed because of issues 
with the Michelin tires used 
by most teams. The absence 
of a U.S. driver over the last 
several years didn't help the 
sport's popularity stateside 
either, although for 2006, 
rookie Scott Speed has put 
an American name on the F1 
starting grid once again. 

Formula 1 is working to fix 
these problems with new rules 
and major changes already 
taking effect. These changes 
should make the sport more 
entertaining to watch and 
they should increase compe- 
tition between the teams. 
The addition of Speed is 
expected to help draw U.S. 
fans back to the sport. 

MAKING THEIR MARK 

Over the years, several of the 
U.S.'s most famous drivers 





Ford Racing and Bobby Rahal discovered Kasey Kahne, a young kid who raced in Oregon and Washington, 
and tested him to become part of a CART team, but Evernham and NASCAR scooped him up first. 



have made their mark in 
open-wheel racing, and it has 
often been a family affair. It's 
doubtful that any motorsports 
enthusiast doesn't know the 
names Andretti, Foyt and 
Unser — the most successful 
Americans in auto racing. 

Mario Andretti has proven 
that if it has wheels, he can 
win with it. Though he spent 
a brief time racing stock cars 
and also competed at Le 
Mans, he is best known for 
his record with open-wheel 
cars. Andretti, like many other 
talented open-wheel race 
drivers, got his start on dirt- 




oval tracks in Pennsylvania. 
Over the years, Andretti has 
won four Champ Car titles and 
remains the only person to 
win the Indianapolis 500, The 
Daytona 500 and the Formula 1 
Championship. 

Following in his father's 
footsteps is Michael Andretti. 
He climbed the racing ladder 
until he landed a seat in a 
Champ Car. Though he won 
the series in 1991, he is best 
known for his bad fortune at 
the Indy 500. During numer- 
ous attempts, he was never 
able to capture a win at that 
hallowed race. A brief stint 
with Formula 1 cars proved 
unsuccessful, and he 
returned to Champ Car for 



several years before becom- 
ing an IRL team owner. 
Michael Andretti returned as 
a driver one more time for 
the 2006 Indy 500 to help his 
son Marco, who is currently a 
rookie in the IRL. Michael's 
tutelage helped Marco to an 
impressive second-place fin- 
ish, with dad right behind in 
third. 

Joining the Andretti family 
at the top of the podium is 
the Unser family. Al Unser is 
one of only three people to 
win the Indy 500 four times, 
and he holds the record for 
being the oldest driver to 
win — a record previously held 
by his brother, Bobby Unser. 
Over the years, Al Unser and 



No diecast company is more wall-versed in Indy SOO lore than Indy- 
based GreenLight Collectibles. To commemorate this year's 90th run- 
ning of the 500, it has recreated the stainless-steel collectible that 
owner Tony Hulman and general , , 

manager Wilbur Shaw began giving ^Jmf/^^ 
out to drivers, sponsors and VIPs 
back in 1946. 



JoiMs' 1965 Lotus Ford prior to qualifying for tiia 196S Indy 500. 
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Perhaps America's most talented driver was IMario Andretti. He was a force in every form of motorsports competition from Indy to Formula 1 and 
even NASCAR. 



Mario Andretti had a rivalry 
that existed more in the 
nnedia than in reality, but the 
excitement of watching these 
two greats go wheel to wheel 
fueled open-wheel racing for 
practically two decades. 

Following in his father's 
footsteps is Al Unser Jr. He, 
too, got his start in sprint cars 
and quickly worked his way 
up to the CART series. In 
1985, just three years after 
making his CART debut, 
"Little Al" finished second in 
the championship — just one 
point behind his father. 

The Mears clan is another 
family with petrol in their 
veins. Rick Mears, brother of 
Roger Mears and uncle of 
NASCAR driver Casey Mears, 
is a Champ Car legend. 
Mears is also a member of 
the select few drivers to win 
the Indy 500 four times, and 
he was crowned the Champ 
Car national champion three 
times. His final Indy 500 vic- 
tory in 1991 came at the 
expense of Michael Andretti 
when he passed him in the 
final laps. 

Of course, no tale of great 
American open-wheel drivers 
would be complete without 
mentioning the long and glo- 
rious career of A.J. Foyt — a 
career that almost ended all 
too soon. In 1965, the track 



doctor at Riverside Interna- 
tional Raceway pronounced 
Foyt dead following a severe 
crash, but fellow driver and 
friend Parnelli Jones noticed 
movement in the then young 
driver and revived him. Foyt 
took his new lease on life and 
became the first of the three 
drivers to win the Indy 500 
four times and participated in 
the event for 35 consecutive 
years. Adding to that impres- 
sive feat is his record of 50 
Sprint Car, Midget and Dirt 
Champ Car wins. 

Other notable American 
open-wheel drivers include 
the aforementioned Parnelli 
Jones, who won the 1963 
Indy 500; fellow Indy 500 win- 
ner and Formula 1 driver 
Mark Donahue; Dan Gurney, 
who is one of only five 
Americans to win a Formula 
1 Grand Prix; and the playboy 
heir to the Revlon fortune, 
Peter Revson, who made his 
mark in Formula 1 before a 
fatal crash in 1974. 

THE FUTURE OF 
OPEN-WHEEL RACING 

Although open-wheel racing 
has seen many of its 
American fans defect to other 
motorsports, changes are 
being made to ensure that it 
has a future here. A new 
open-wheel racing series, Al 



Before Tony Stewart made it big as NASCAR's top dog, he ripped it 
up as an Indy Racing League driver. 
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GP, got its start with the 2005 
season. It features a car and 
a driver from competing 
countries. Rather than root- 
ing for a manufacturer, fans 
root for their country and its 
driver. Though Scott Speed 
took the helm for the first 
three races, team USA's 
efforts are now in the hands 
of former Champ Car ace 
Bryan Herta and Formula 1 
hopeful Phil Giebler. 

All of the cars are equal In 
performance, so the skill of 
the driver is the only differ- 
ence between teams. The 
cars are powered by a Zytec 
Engineering 3.4L V-8 that pro- 
duces 520 horsepower and 
features a 30hp push-to-pass 
function. Races are held in 11 
nations; the U.S. event is held 
in California at Mazda 
Raceway, Laguna Seca. 

IRL has seen a recent rise 
in its viewership thanks to the 
addition of female driver 
Danica Patrick. She caused 
quite a stir in 2005 when she 
almost won the Indy 500 and 
managed to finish fourth 
despite stalling her car in the 
pits and spinning during a 
caution period. Recently, 
there have been talks 
between IRL and Champ Car 
to reunify the series and 
bring the fans back to open- 
wheel racing. And now that 
Americans have someone to 
root for in Formula 1, the 
future looks bright there, too. 

BRINGING THE 
EXCITEMENT HOME 

Fans of open-wheel racing 
have plenty of diecasts to 
choose from. Companies 
such as Carousel 1, GMP, 
Action and others offer 




Al Unser was one of the drivers 
who made open-wheel racing 
the form of motorsports in the 
U.S. during the 1960s and '70s. 
Ha won Indy in a car sponsored 
by Johnny Lightning. 

diecast models of open-wheel 
race cars ranging from 
Sprints to Formula 1 
machines. Not only can you 
find the car and driver combi- 
nation you desire, but you 
can also get as specific as the 
particular vehicle used in a 
classic race. Want the no. 14 
Sheraton Thompson Special 
that A.J. Foyt drove to victory 
lane in the 1967 Indy 500? 
Give Carousel 1 a call. Want 
the Rahal Letterman Racing 
Honda Danica Patrick made 
history with at Indy? Call 
GreenLight Collectibles. The 
only limit is your budget. 

The possible resurgence of 
open-wheel racing in America, 
combined with the rich 
history and available diecasts 
to commemorate its past, 
make it a great time to be a 
fan of open-wheel racing — 
and of diecast. Gentlemen 
(and ladies), start your 
engines.... S 
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Sun Star 



Sun Star Die-Cast Inc. 

Tel: 305-651-6249 e-maii: sales@sunstartoys.com 
20533 Biscayne Blvd, Suite 477, Aventura, FL 33180 



1956 MORRIS 
MINOR 1000 SALOON 



: Super-detailed 1:12 scale 
: Over 200 parts 

: Functioning trafficators (manual) 
: Opening glove box 
: Tilting front seats 

: Opening front side windows operated by aank handle 
: Soft, leather-effect seats 
Features : Removable spare wheel 

: Opening front quarter-lights 
: Rear seat backs fold forwards 
: Removable tool kit 
: Independent suspension 
: Opening doors, bonnet and boot. 
: Detailed engine with separate HT leads 
fan belt, alternator, starter motor etc. 
: Working steering f 
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1956 MORRIS MIMOR 

1000 SALOON 



14787 

Black 



www.sunstartoys.comi 
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One of Indy's greatest 



Billy Vukovich, "The 
Mad Russian," was 
destined to become 
the most successful 
driver at the Indianapolis 500, 
but a crash while leading the 
1955 race not only denied 
him that destiny, but also 
cost him his life. 

Among the racers who 
have led the most laps at the 
Indy 500, Vukovich is eighth 
with 485 laps led. He accom- 
plished this in only five Indy 
starts. He is also one of only 
five drivers to be credited 
with back-to-back wins at the 
Speedway. Had he not 
crashed in '55, he could have 
gone on to be the most suc- 
cessful driver in Indy history. 

As a product of the Great 
Depression, Vukovich grew 
up in Fresno, California. His 
father died when he was 13, 
and his family was forced to 
sell their farm to make ends 
meet. He and his brother, Eli, 
worked to support the family. 
But that didn't prevent him 



from racing. He competed in 
Modifieds and Midgets, and 
by age 27, he was the United 
Racing Association's West 
Coast Midget Champion and 
became the AAA National 
Midget Champion at 31. 

In 1950, he headed to Indy 
where he passed his rookie 
driver's test in Wilbur Shaw's 
race-winning 1939-40 
Maserati; however, the 
10-year-old car was too slow 
to qualify. He made the race 
in 1951 with a Trevis/Offy, but 
an oil-tank leak put him out 
of the race after only 29 laps. 

In 1952, Vukovich returned 
in Howard Keek's Offenhauser- 
powered Kurtis Kraft KK500A 
roadster that Frank Kurtis 
built especially for him. The 
roadster's design was revolu- 
tionary; the engine was offset 
nine inches to the left and tilt- 
ed toward the car's center- 
line. The driveshaft passed to 
the left of the cockpit, so 
Vukovich could sit beside 



BILL BEnneTT 



I Vukovich 




It instead of on top of it. This 
lowered the car's center of 
gravity, improved its aerody- 
namics and tire wear and 
marginally increased driver 
safety. With his new roadster 
and mechanics Frank Coon 
and Jim Travers (who later 
formed Traco Engineering), 
Vukovich qualified eighth and 
led for 150 of the 200 laps. 
The win was in sight when 
steering problems forced him 
out of the race with only nine 
laps to go. 

He returned to the 
Speedway in 1953 with the 
same Offy-powered KK500A 
roadster. Starting from the 
pole, Vukovich dominated the 
race in a way few others ever 
had; he led 195 of the 200 
laps and won the race with 
an average speed of 
127.74mph. 

In 1954, driving the 



two-year-old race car with 



modifications made over the 
winter, he qualified 19th; he 
battled his way to the front 
and led 90 of the 200 laps on 
his way to another victory 
and a record speed of 
130.84mph. 

In 1955, car owner Howard 
Keck dropped out of racing 
and relinquished Vukovich's 
contract to Lindsay Hopkins. 
Hopkins had Frank Kurtis 
build an updated and more 
aerodynamic Kurtis Kraft 
KK500C. Vukovich qualified 
fifth, starting in the middle of 
the second row. Once again, 
he battled to the lead, but 
on his 57th lap, he came up 
on a lapped-traffic crash 
precipitated by Rodger Ward 
that involved Johnny Boyd, 
Ed Elisian and Al Keller. 
With nowhere else to go, 
Vukovich's Kurtis Kraft hit 
Boyd's car and was 
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The basic 1950's 
racing interior 
features four 
gauges, a steering 
wheel, shift lever, 
gas, brake and 
clutch pedals and 
the upholstered 
bucket. 



A four-cylinder fuel- 
injected Offenhauser 
is adorned with 
coolant hoses, spark 
plug wires and the 
fuel lines attached to 
the Hilborn injection. 

It's done so well, 
you'll be tempted to 
leave the hood open 
while on display. 




SPECS 
Scale: 1:18 
Length: 8.5 in. 
Wheelbase: 5.5 in. 
Width: 3.5 in. 
Height: 2.38 in. 
Weight: 1.75 lb. 
Price: S120 

FEATURES 

> Rolling wheels 

> Opening engine 

> Turning front wheels 

RflTmos (scale of i-S) 

> Body, paint 4.5 

> Wheels, tires 4.5 

> Engine 3.5 

> Chassis, suspension, undercarriage 3 

> Presentation, proportion, stance 4 

> Collectibility 3 




The first Offy-powered KK500A Vukovich roadster to be released was 
the 1963 version. This is the scale model of the car that dominated 
the race leading 195 laps of the 200 lap of the Indy 500. 



catapulted over the outside 
backstretch wall and into a 
parking area. He was killed 
instantly. 

Two-time Indy 500 winner 
Rodger Ward said, "Bill 
Vukovich was probably the 
greatest actual driver we 
have ever known In terms of 
skill and determination." 

Vukovich's son Billy Jr. 
and grandson Billy III also 
raced at Indy. Billy Jr. was 
named "Rookie of the Year" 
in 1968, and Billy III earned 
the same honor in 1988. Billy 
III was killed in a racing acci- 
dent in 1990. 

HIGHUGHTS 

Carousel 1 has created the 
cars from Billy Vukovich's 
best-known three years at 
Indy: 1953, 1954 and 1955. Its 
most recent release is the 
1954 version of the no. 14 
Kurtis Kraft KK500A in white 
and red. 

Although It resembles the 
first Vukovich release (the 
dark gray 1953), the 19S4 no. 



14 sports modifications to the 
body and the running gear. 
Anyone familiar with Carousel 
Vs diecasts will testify that 
the company goes a long way 
to ensure the accuracy of 
every model. 

The preproduction sample 
reviewed here was used to 
work out some imperfections. 
Suffice it to say that this car 
is a real beauty. 

Exterior. The white paint Is 
thick and lustrous, and the 
decals are rendered in full- 
color perfection. Their resolu- 
tion is incredible. Get out 
your magnifying glasses, 
folks; you're in for a treat. In 
1954, the hood system was 
reconfigured to draw air into 
the injectors from inside the 
hood blister. This made it dif- 
ficult for track debris to get 
into the engine. This has 
been nicely rendered. Two 
leather straps with photo- 
etched buckles hold the hood 
in place. Some suspension 
components previously on 




The next version was the 1954 gray no. 14 KK roadster. 



the outside of the car have 
been moved inboard, pre- 
sumably for aerodynamic 
considerations. All the lou- 
vers and scoops are fully 
functional. 

Interior. There wasn't much 
to the interior of an Indy 
roadster. Four gauges, a 
steering wheel, a shift lever, 
an upholstered seat and gas, 
brake and clutch pedals. 
Carousel 1 accomplishes all 
of that nicely, including the 
glass-covered gauges. 

Engine Compartment. The 

four-cylinder-injected 
Offenhauser Is a little beauty 
in itself. Opening the hood 
exposes the coolant hoses. 




spark-plug wires and fuel 
lines attached to the Hilborn 
injection. With the mechani- 
cal Jones-Motorola tach and 
non-electrical gauges, the 
engine was started externally 
by a crew-operated starter 
and the self-contained mag- 
neto. The only other wire to 
make the car fully functional 
ran from the magneto to the 
kill switch. All these hoses 
and cables are present. 

Wheels & Tires. The wheels 
look exactly as they did on the 
real car, and the tires are 
scuffed, half-slick, half-treaded 
as was the norm in the road- 
ster years. They have crisp 
Firestone lettering. 

WRAP-UP 

Vukovich was a true legend at 
Indy, and any Indy collection 
Is incomplete without at least 
one of his cars. The Carousel 
1 1954 Vukovich racer is 
beautifully done and will 
enhance any collection. 

SOURCE 

Carousel 1 (336) 889-0404; 
carouselone.com 



Although the 1954 and white 1955 appear to be the same 
diecast model, there are quite a few differences and upgrades. 
Carousel 1 did an excellent job highlighting the changes. 
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Thousands of collectors and enthusiasts have 
discovered the safest way to buy automotive 
collectibles and memorabilia on the Internet! 




Bid with confidence at GoMotorBids.com, 
Our online auction guarantees No Fraud, 
No Phantom Bidding, No Junk, and 
ALL items are sold with No Reserves! 

Hundreds of rare, out-of-production 
diecast collectibles, model kits, artwork 
pieces, novelties, and even authentic 
race-used items are uploaded daily! 



So log on to GoMotorBids.comrM to Start bidding now! 




REAL UJORLD ROAD TEST 
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HOT RODS HAVE A PRESENCE — an undeniable aura of cars built for a 
purpose. We admire their beauty, their innovative individuality, their 
personality. We love them because each is unique, rebellious and dangerous. 
Most of all, we respect that they all reflect the passion and pride of their owners. 
Hot rods are an exclusively American automotive art form. It began as 
etroit automakers leapt from prewar designs into the bright 1950s. The 
Depression and wartime-era cars from America's bleakest times became 
throwaway symbols of less prosperous times. Abandoned cars littered 
western deserts and rotted away in bams and old garages. They were the 
for the taking — a sea of cars for a new generation of innovators. 






The 1941 
Willys is 
among the 
most desired 
hot rod/street 
rod vehicles. 
Driving this 
1.000-horse- 
power, blown, 
big-block 
version was 
like driving a 
refined Stone, 
Woods and 
Cook gasser 
with rack-and- 
pinion steering 
and leather 



From the late '40s, teenagers 
looked for transportation and 
took advantage of these 
cheap vehicles. Southern 
California has long been seen 
as the birthplace of hot rod- 
ding, but hot rods were built 
all across the country in a dis- 
organized spontauieous revo- 
lution. But because of its cU- 
mate, population, supply, 
logistics and a man named 
Robert E. Petersen SoCal was 
the area of greatest hot rod- 
ding opportunity. 

Petersen was an early hot 
rodder, but his car was noth- 
ing out of the ordinary. What 
made him important to the 
evolution of the hobby was 
his vision — an insight that 
people would like to read 
about the buOding, driving 
and racing of these special 
cars. He recruited his friend 
Wally Parks to help and 
launched Hot Rod magazine. 

Over the decades, the style 
of hot rods has changed. 
Once built using a combina- 
tion of junkyard parts and 
trial emd error, today's rods 
are mostly pro built or con- 
structed with the help of spe- 
cial aftermarket components. 

Ford cars have always 
been the most popular sub- 
jects. Most hot rods are of the 
Blue Oval because of the early 
access to speed parts for Ford 
engines, particularly the flat- 
head V-8s, T-Buckets and 
Deuce coupes and roadsters. 





Early hot rodders did what they could with what they had. This 1953 
photo shows a driveway primer job on a '34 Ford three-window 
coupe. Note the absence of masking materials and any sort of lung 
protection — as well as a shirt and shoes. 



With time, 1935 to 1948 
coupes and sedans gained a 
following. They were known 
as "fat-fendered" cars, and 
for the first time, hot rodders 
sought brands other than 
Ford. The most famous is the 
Willys coupe, which was 
made popular by the gassers 
of the 1960s. A Willys coupe 
(especially the 1941 version) 
brings back memories of the 
fearsome Stone, Woods and 
Cook and K.S. Pitman racers. 

Over the past five years, 
"rat rods" have become so 
wildly popular among the 
rodding community that they 
now count as a subculture. 
These cars honor the early 
days of hot rodding because 
they're built with similar com- 
ponents and methods. They're 
bare-bones cars that run vin- 
tage engines with primitive 
parts and few, if any, creature 
comforts. The irony is that 
they're being built by a new 
generation of rodders who are 
mostly in their 20s and not 
older rodders who may have 
lived the lifestyle. 

How easy and comfortable 
a rod is to drive depends of 
its style and method of con- 
struction. Over the past 20 
years, we've become used to 



power steering, air condition- 
ing, CD players and power 
windows. Certain high-dollar 
rods are as comfortable and 
dependable as new cars. 
Others retain the basic hot 
rod ride and handling tenden- 
cies. One thing is for certain: 
no two rods drive in the same 
way; every one is unique. 

Among the most popular 
rods, T-Buckets are often 
described as "suicide 
machines." These are basic 
rods — a frame, an engine, a 
hghtweight body and lots of 
rear rubber. The entire car 
often weighs less than 1,500 
pounds, and a powerful V-8 
engine can easily pull the 
front wheels off the ground 
with enough acceleration. 
Steering can be twhtchy and 
driver comfort is minimal, but 




Wild paint schemes are integral 
to the original American hot rod 
art form. Flames and fenders 
seem to be meant for one 
another. This '34 Ford truck 
sports the classic black lacquer 
with candy licks. 




The power source of a true hot 
rod: a small-block Chevy 
"Mouse" engine topped by a 
trio of two-barrel carburetors is 
good for about 350 horsepower. 
Acceleration can get squirrelly 
when the engine is pushing a 
1,500-pound rod. 




Scale versions of the Graffiti Deuce Coupe are rare. This 1:18-scale 
ErtI diecast lacks detail, but the right color and all the right features 
provide the paraonality that makas the modal irresistible. 



50 Diecastxmagazine.com 





they're all a blast to drive. 
Nothing is closer to a street- 
legail dragster than a Bucket. 
The engine is completely visi- 
ble, so you can see the throt- 
tle linkage v^orking and the 
pulleys spinning, and you 
hear the unmuffled exhaust 
roar on both sides of the car. 

Model A and B coupes and 
sedans give more protection 
from the elements. With and 
without fenders, the cars 
have become classic hot rods 
because they easily accom- 
modate a V-8 between their 
frame rails. The most famous 
is the yellow Deuce coupe 
featured in the movie 
"American Graffiti." 
Converting a fuU-fendered 
coupe into the car that 
appeared in the film took less 
than a month. Built for 



Hot rods have been' so important to 
Ford that you'll usually find one or 
more In the company's auto-show 
displays. Here, Edsel Ford II presents 
a '32 roadster at the start of a 
Detroit event. 



That was the decade during 
which we started to call hot 
rods "street rods." The fat- 
fendered cars allow more leg, 
hip and headroom and are 
better suited to, shall we say, 
an "expanding" group of 
owners. The cars' wheelbas- 
es and widths also allow 
more contemporary front sus- 
pension clips that, in turn, 
provide a softer ride and the 
use of power steering. 

The biggest change in the 
rod world is the entry price. 
Whereas you could once 
build a rod for a few hundred 
bucks, the minimum cost of 
building or buying a street- 
worthy pre-'48 sedan, coupe, 
roadster, or truck is now 
about 10 grand. The prices of 
pro-built rods from shops 
such as Foose, Lombardo and 




Scale rods are poised to make a 
huge comeback. From the 1960s 
through the 1980s, plastic model 
hot rod kits ruled the hobby 
shop shelves; the new genera- 
tion is in diecast. This late '90s 
Racing Champions '32 Panel was 
released ahead of its time. 

appearance, the car was not 
as cherry as it appeared in 
the movie, especially after 28 
days of filming. When the 
film had been completed but 
had not yet been released, 
George Lucas attempted to 
sell all the movie's cars. An 
ad in The Los Angeles Times 
listed the chopped-top, five- 
window '32 coupe at $1,500. 
There weren't any takers. 





In 1997, Plymouth took a bold step and produced a hot rod — the 
Prowler. Production lasted five years, and fewer than 12,000 were 
built. Today, the car still enjoys a decent reception, although not 
among the rodding community. 



T-buckets are often called "suicide 
have a disproportionate amount of 
so driving them can be quite tricky 

After the movie's 1973 debut, 
the car was offered at 
$15,000 — a huge sum for a 
hot rod at that time. So many 
enthusiasts were willing to 
pay the asking price that 
thousands had their names 
put into a drawing. Lucas 
reached into the hopper, 
pulled out a name and sold 
the car to the "winner." 
Today, that car, owned by a 
man in Northern California, is 
estimated to be worth more 
than one million dollars. 

Fat-fendered coupes and 
sedans enjoyed a surge in 
popularity that started in the 
1970s and continues today. 



machines." They are ultralight and 
horsepower on a short wheelbasa, 
' — but what great looks! 

Coddington are Ukely to start 
at close to $100,000. This 
doesn't mean that everyone 
is priced out of the market, 
but it does mean that bar- 
gains are hard to come by. 
This may be another reason 
why rat rodding has found 
such solid support. 

Whichever style of rod fills 
your float bowls, getting 
involved quickly becomes an 
all-consuming activity. The 
sights, sounds and smells get 
into your bloodstream and 
take over. It's a legal habit 
that's nearly impossible to 
kick. M 
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ErtI Deuce Roadster 

The world's most popular hot rod 



In hot rod vernacular, 
"Deuce" is a magical 
word. Like Elvis, Bogie 
and Tiger, it stands for an 
icon of U.S. popular culture 
that can be summed up in a 
single word. The 1932 Ford, 
coupe or roadster, is by far 
the most recognizable hot 
rod. All others come a distant 
second. 

What made the Deuce pop- 
ular among early hot rodders 
was not its body but its 
frame. Designed to accom- 
modate Ford's Flathead V-8 
engine, the width of its rails 
found favor with rodders 
because it made swapping 
the Flathead for a more con- 
temporary engine much easi- 
er than on models produced 
up to 1931. Many early rod- 
ders mounted older car bod- 
ies on Deuce rails. 

The '32 Ford gained world- 
wide fame in two forms of 
entertainment that appeared 
a decade apart. The Beach 
Boys released "Little Deuce 
Coupe" in 1963. Written by 
Brian Wilson and Los 
Angeles disc jockey Roger 
"Hot Rod" Christian, it was 
the "B" side of "Little Surfer 
Girl." To everyone's surprise, 
on October 7, the song 
reached number four on the 
Billboard charts. With the 
success of the single, Capitol 
Records convinced the band 
to release an entire album 
devoted to the hot rod 
lifestyle. 

In 1973, Universal Pictures 
quietly released "American 
Graffiti" — a low-budget film 
by George Lucas, a young, 
unknown filmmaker. With an 
ensemble cast, Lucas paid as 
much attention to having the 
right music and the right cars 
as he did to casting the 
actors. "We had great time 



shooting," said Paul LaMatt, 
who played John Milner. 
"The movie has become an 
anthem for so many. Almost 
everywhere I make an 
appearance, you can count 
on someone having a yellow, 
chopped-top Deuce coupe 
that was built to look like the 
one I drove in the movie." 

Although The Beach Boys 
and George Lucas focused on 
the coupe, the Deuce road- 
ster is perhaps the best repre- 
sentative of the hot rod 
world. The "hi-boy" version 
is the most copied. Built with- 
out fenders and with the sus- 
pension lifted slightly and 
raked to accommodate more 
aggressive rear tires, its look 
remains popular. Souped-up 
flat-heads were the original 
engines of choice. The over- 
whelming majority of mod- 
ern Deuce roadsters have 
small-block Chevy or Ford 
engines. 

Ford produced a grand 
total of 11,080 roadster 
models in 1932; this 
includes the V-B Model 18s 
and the inline four-cylinder 
Model Bs. There are at least 
that many Deuce roadster 
hot rods currently regis- 
tered in California, Arizona 
and Nevada combined. So 
popular are these cars that 
many companies offer repro- 
duction bodies in affordable 
fiberglass and more expen- 
sive steel. You can buy entire 
kits with frame rails, suspen- 
sion hangers and engine 
mounts already in place. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

On the eve of RC2/Ertl's 
release of its new Full 
Throttle line of rods and cus- 
toms, it seems appropriate to 
review a current release in 
that niche. Hot rod demo- 



graphics put most car owners 
in the Grecian Formula and 
Geritol generation. The rat 
rod and custom rod explo- 
sion has, however, fueled the 
renewal of interest in more 
traditional diecast rods. ErtI 
has released the Deuce road- 
ster in two versions: classic 
"Hi-boy" and primered, 
down-and-dirty rat rod. Sales 
have shown that the Hi-boy 
holds more appeal. Both 
versions are limited to a 
production run of 5,000. 



Exterior. Bathed in 
Brandywine metallic, if 
this was a real rod, it 
would have a high-buck 
paint job. 



look correct in matte gray 
instead of simulated chrome 
plating. 

Interior. The two doors open 
suicide-style to help show off 
a plastic model-car-like bench 
seat, dash and steering 
wheel. The interior isn't very 
detailed and could have 





There are very few flaws; 
instead, we see a smooth, 
even gloss without any visi- 
ble "orange peel." The 
frame rails, headlight bullets 
and windshield frame carry 
the same color. Door han- 
dles and most of the "gin- 
gerbread" (lights and mark- 
ers) have been shaved; 
chrome-plated teardrop tail- 
lights are standard fare on 
real hot rods. A scale "five- 
gallon" Moon-style fuel tank 
rides up front, but it doesn't 



been an eyesore if done in 
any other color but black. 
The seat and door panels 
are molded in tuck-'n'-roll 
fashion, and the trunk lid is 
cast shut. 

Engine. A half-hood flips to 
the right to reveal a pretty 
cool-looking Flathead V-B. 
The engine block and 
Offenhauser intake manifold 
are painted to match the 
rod's exterior. The three 
simulated Stromberg carbs 
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This slick- 
looking modi- 
fied Flathead 
V-8 features 
cool compo- 
nents such as a 
tri-carb setup 
and chrome- 
plated fenders. 
The Moon fuel 
tank would 
have been 
better if It had 
been plated. 




SPECS 
Scale: 1:18 
Length: 8 in. 
Wheelbase: 6 in. 
Width: 4.25 in. 
Height 3 in. 
Weight: 1.5 lb. 
Price: S30 

Rat rod version weighs 1.25 lb. and 
is 3.25 In. high 

FEATURES 

> Operational steering 

> Opening doors 

> Opening hood — hot rod only 

> Rolling wheels 

RnnnGS (scale of i-S) 

> Body, paint 4 

> Wheels, tires 4 

> Engine 2.5 

> Chassis, suspension, undercarriage 2.5 

> Interior 2 

> Presentation 4 

> Collectibility 3 




4. 
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Ertl's Rat Rod Deuce roadater reflecta the origina of true hot rodding and playa to the newest trend in the 
automotive niche. The wide whitea on tali, biaa-ply tread are an ideal match for for the red ateelie wheels. 



are topped with chromed 
mushroom-shaped filter cov- 
ers. Simulated spark-plug 
wires are on the chromed 
heads. The water tubes, pul- 
leys, generator and headers 
also have simulated chrome 
plating. If this were a real 
car, the local police would be 
alerted whenever its owner 



pulled it out of the garage, 
as the exhaust system isn't 
muffled. 

Suspension. Because they 
are such dominant features, 
the tires and wheels could 
have been covered as part of 
the exterior. In reality, 
though, they are and will 



always be a part of the sus- 
pension. On a rod such this, 
the tires' large sidewalls are 
often the only things that pro- 
vide any possibility of ride 
quality. Ertl's selection for this 
diecast is right on the money: 
scale American Racing 
Torque Thrust wheels roll on 
a combo of Mickey 



Thompson Sportsman turn- 
ers and Goodyear Blue Streak 
burners. A chrome dropped 
front axle is shocked and 
linked to the frame. With 
solid pins and coil-overs, the 
quick-change rear end is not 
quite as cool. On the rat rod 
version, the rear axle is sup- 
ported by solid pins and a 
mono-leaf spring. 

WRAP-UP 

Hot rods are fast, basic, no- 
creature-comfort expressions 
of a restless generation. The 
ErtI Deuce roadster in fin- 
ished and rat rod form deliv- 
ers that attitude. Sure, it isn't 
the most detailed diecast rod 
you can buy, but it would 
make a very nice, low-budget 
addition to your collection. 
And that's something you 
couldn't say if you bought the 
real deal. 

SOURCE 

RC2/Ertl (800) 704-8697; rcertl.com 
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THE INTERNATIONAL 




COLLECTORS EXPO 



Hot Wheels* Chip 
Foose, Maisto and 
Toy Zone draw 
huge crowds at the 
DieCastX 
Collectors' Expo 
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The second International DieCastX Collectors' Expo (becoming better 
known as the DCX Show) accelerated beyond the heights of the 2005 
event and surpassed all 2006 expectations. As a companion to the 
more established RCX Show for radio-control enthusiasts, the diecast 
footprint grew to accommodate the massive displays of leaders in the 
diecast industry. The room was also needed to accommodate the 
record attendance that jammed the area on both Saturday and Sunday. 




Returning manufacturer Maisto showed off its highly 
successful customized Volkswagen line as well as the 
company's newly released "East Coast Customs" 
series of vintage American Iron lifted onto massive tire 
and wheel packages supported by insane suspension 
modifications. By displaying a very trick, slammed and 
shaved early '60s Ford Galaxie, Maisto provided a 
glimpse into its future with a possible street customs 
line. 

Toy Zone also upgraded from its 2005 display and 
showed off several very innovative lines, including "Pin 
Heads" and its early "Underground Garage" hot rods. 
Steve Metz, originator of the "Underground Garage" 
television show and designer of the new line of diecast 
rods, was on hand both days to introduce the new lines 
personally. 

West Coast Precision Diecast represented the 
high-end side of the hobby as it unveiled many new 
castings. Among the list was a '62 Impala that can 
be converted from a hardtop to vinyl-top version in a 
matter of seconds. 

RC2 joined the DCX party to promote its "Full 
Throttle" line of Chip Foose-designed rods and cus- 
toms. Chip is this generation's most celebrated rod-and- 
custom designer and builder and the star of the 
"Overhaulin'" television show. Aside from showing the 
raw versions of the Foose line. Chip made a personal 
appearance on Saturday, and show-goers lined up 
around the RC2 booth for autographs and photos. 

Taking up the center of the diecast floor space 
was another newcomer to the event — Mattel. Notably 
absent from the 2005 show, the diecast giant wasn't 
about to miss this year's event. The Hot Wheels brand 
was presented in first-class style as Mattel rolled out its 
A-game. Filling the huge 50x100-foot Hot Wheels area 
were gravity tracks, a special interactive kids' area and 
unbelievable full-size cars, including the famed Nathan 
Proch-designed Deora II (see cover of D/eCasfX Winter 
2005). Members of the design team played host in the 
Hot Wheels area. Larry Wood, the king of diecast 
design, was a particular favorite. There was so much 
activity inside the Hot Wheels booth with the cars, the 
designers and the famed collector's vending machine, 
that the display became the event's center of energy. 
"I've rarely seen so much excitement," said Hot Wheels 
marketing director Tracey Smith. "As an example of 
how busy it was, take the line for the vending machine. 
We limit the vending machine to 900 pulls a day. On 
Saturday the machine had reached that number before 
2 o'clock in the afternoon." 

While the Hot Wheels area was jammed from show 
opening to closing on both days, Maisto, Toy Zone, 
RC2, Kyosho, Tamiya and So Real filed similar reports. 
Ed Alfaro, managing director of RC2, said, "This was a 
great way to expose our more mature Johnny Lightning 
brand to younger collectors as well as introduce the 
Chip Foose Full Throttle. We're really looking forward to 
next year's show." 
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Steve Metz's personal '32 
Ford hot rod provided a 
sneak peek at Toy Zone's 
new Underground Garage 
line. 






The original idea of the DCX show was a risk that 
paid off. "There's nothing like this for the diecast com- 
munity," said Louis DeFrancesco, president of Air Age 
Media. "The radio control and diecast worlds naturally 
complement each other. Putting them together under 
one roof just made sense. It has also become very 
apparent that the enthusiasts see the DCX show as a 
place where all elements of the hobby come together," 
he added. 

DeFrancesco's comments were reflective of the atti- 
tudes of the manufacturers that participated in the 2006 
show. The thousands of attendees each day provided 
companies with invaluable and instant feedback to both 
existing and yet-to-be-released lines. In return, diecast 
enthusiasts got one-on-one attention from designers of 
the Hot Wheels and Toy Zone teams as 
well as from Maisto's Ralph Benitez and Brad Trimmer. 

Aside from the factory reps and displays of current 
and future products, this year's event showcased the 
nation's best diecast customs. Top customizers traveled 
from around the country to meet, greet and show off 
their wild creations. There were hundreds of the crazi- 
est one-off diecasts in sizes from 1:18 to 1:64 in scale. 
The response was so overwhelming that this area will 
be expanded for future DCX shows. 

Custom-car builders in full scale were once again fea- 
tured. Movie-car builder and all-around car guy Fireball 
Tim showed up with his wild 500-plus horsepower Mini 
Coopers. Also parked in his automotive inferno was one 
of the wildest Model-A hot rods on the planet. 

With all this diecast candy on display, the over- 
whelming urge to add to one's collection was not over- 
looked. Dozens of vendors made for a diecast shopping 
mall where every dream could be fulfilled. From the 
common dollar-cars to the most limited of editions, it 
was a buyer's bonanza. 

Back by popular demand was Sunday's diecast- 
industry panel discussion. Hosted by former Hot 
Wheels design chief Carson Lev, panelists fired off 
answers to questions concerning the state of automo- 
tive design and styling — both full size and in scale. 
Representatives from RC2, Maisto, Mattel, Toy Zone 
and D/eCasfX supplied the scale perspective, while 
Fireball Tim and Jim Hayes, master car designer to the 
stars, weighed in on the state of the full-size custom 
world. 

At press time, attendance numbers were not yet 
available, but the line that was wrapped around the 
Anaheim Convention Center each day before the doors 
were opened spoke to the excitement and anticipation 
of enthusiasts. The show floor was crowded right up to 
the closing of the event late on Sunday afternoon. 

Plans for an even more powerful RCX/DCX show in 
2007 have already begun. There were also whispers of 
the possibility of an East Coast or Midwest event being 
added, depending on industry support. 

There is no denying that the DCX side of the PCX 
Show has spawned a unique diecast-centric event for 
serious and casual collectors of diecast cars, trucks, 
planes and military vehicles. Its growth in attendance 
and manufacturer support has ensured that it will 
return next year. And like this year's show, many new 
surprises will await all who pass through the doors. K 
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very industry has big men — 
men of vision, persistence and 
guts willing to risk it all for a 
passionate belief in a product, 



ideal or service. Steve Metz was well on 
his way to becoming this type of man by 
risking his life before it had barely begun. 

To those inside the diecast industry, 
Metz is a familiar figure. Although a rela- 
tive newcomer to our world, he made a 
huge splash with his first attempt — Muscle 
Machines. But, then again, Metz has never 
been a man to do anything on a small 
scale. Big splashes are typical of the 61- 
year-old Californian. 
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Metz's life is an inspirational 
rags-to-riches story. Although 
he now lives the ultimate 
Southern California lifestyle, 
he began as far away from 
the surf, sand and speed cap- 
ital as one could imagine. 
Born in Germany, he escaped 
East Berlin during the Soviet 
occupation. In a daring 1948 
airlift, the family was smug- 
gled into West Germany 
aboard a DC3. A few days 
later, Steve, his parents and 
his five brothers and sis- 
ters were in 



Scotland. Eventually, the 
Metz family migrated across 
the Atlantic to New York. It 
was during this time that 
Steve's life made a complete 
switch. 

"When I came to this coun- 
try, all I wanted to do was be 
an American," he 
told DCX. "I 

wanted to be , ^ 
the 'all- t 
American' ^ 
teenager. For 



me, the hot-rodding car cul- 
ture, not to mention the hard 
mechanics of it all, was as 
American and as cool as it 
gets." From street action to 
drag strips, Metz iirunersed 
himself in the hot-rod 
lifestyle. "It was for me then, 
as it still is now, the quintes- 
sential essence of what is 
great about America. " 

During the Vietnam con- 
flict, Metz served in the 
Army. At the end of his tour 
in Vietnam, he was 
stationed at 



Fort Ord in Ceilifomia. After 
reading countless hot-rod and 
custom-car magazines, Metz 
felt like he had reached the 
promised land. 

"Man, I thought to myself, 
'I'm in God's country; I'm in 
California.'" Once he was dis- 
charged, Metz wasted no 
time heading downstate to 
Los Angeles. "One of the first 
things I did was go to Blair's 
Speed Shop. I'd always heard 
about it. I got to 
Blair's, and 
Don Blair 





was behind the 
counter, and Ed Pink 
was there tuning an 
engine along with 
Doug Thorley and 
Gene Mooneyham." 
Three of Metz's idols 
stood just a few feet 
away as a fuel-buriung 
engine rumbled the 
paint off the walls of the 
shop. Metz settled in a 
few miles down the road ' 
(in Pasadena), where he 
lived for 40 years before he 
moved into his current 
home in Montrovia. 

Having a strong work 
ethic, Metz earned an under- 
graduate degree in business 
and Masters degrees from 
UCLA and Pepperdine. He 
married and started not only 
a femiily but also a chain of 
highly successful restaurants. 
The financial freedom he 
achieved through his hard 
work and remarkable market- 
ing aptitude allowed Metz to 
fully explore his nearly all- 
consuming passion for hot 
rods and muscle cars. A little 
over a decade ago, the "Wall 
Street Journal" printed a 
story that listed the Metz 
restaurant chain as one of the 
top 50 franchise opportunities 
in America. He used that to 




A rare, atolan photo of Stave 
Metz shortly after he arrived in 
Southern California. This la 
total Beach Boys era stuff, with 
the clay-wheeled shorty skate- 
board, wide-stripe shirt and flip- 
flops— how West Coast is that? 

market and eventually sell 
the operation. This is when 
the fun really began. 

With an interest in entering 
the automotive styling world, 
Metz went to Toys "R" Us to 
check out the diecast aisle. "I 
looked at what was 
offered, and I said to 
myself, 'I can do bet- 
ter than that.'" By this 
time, Metz had gotten 



to be well-known within the 
L.A. c£ir culture. That put him 
into the inner circle with 
many customizing legends. 
" Ed Roth and I were good 
friends. I was also close to 
aitist Dave Deal [who creat- 
ed the logo for Armor All). I 
ran an idea past Ed and 
Dave about a new concept 
in diecast. " Although Roth 
had created many famous 
T-shirt designs and MPC 
had released the Zingers 
model kits in the late 
'60s and early '70s, 
Metz saw an opening 
for a car with a massive 
engine, oversize tires and fea- 
tures dripping with horse- 
power. "I came up with the 
concept of Muscle Machines. 
Everybody likes everything 
big — mighty power, big 
engines. But, let's make them 
less cartoon-like by putting a 
bit more realism into them." 
Thus, the Muscle Machines 
line was born. 

Metz worked with Deal to 
create illustrations that 



reflected a Roth-like style 
but kept the car's most 
endearing features intact. 
"We fattened up the body, 
chopped the tops and chan- 
neled the bodies but kept 
the front and back as is. 
We wanted to m£ike sure 
that, if someone loved a '65 
Mustang, that this was a 
'65 Mustang." It was a 




Metz (left) became very good 
friends with the late Ed "Big 
Daddy" Roth, the legendary car 
customizer whose cars were 
immortalized in plastic-kit form 
by Revell. 

formula that changed the 
face of diecast. 

Metz used the talents of 
many artists to bring his 
vision to life. While in negoti- 
ations with a company in the 
action-figure market, Metz 
ran across a display of 
diecast cars at a weekend 
swap meet. 

"I looked at the back of the 
box and discovered that this 
diecast company, Funline 
[Merchandising Co.], was just 




Roth-inspired Muscle Machines changed 
the dimensions of the diecast world. 
While Metz exaggerated the engine, tires, 
wheels and some styling features, key 
elements of the original car were un- 
touched to keep each model recognizable. 
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DONT DARE CALL IT A GOLDEN OLDIE. 



• 1:18 scale die-cast metal 

* Fullv detailed engine 
and interior 
Working steering 
and suspension 
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One of the original Muscle Machines was this 1:18-scale 
'41 Willys coupe modeled after Steve's full-size car that's 
affectionately known as the "Frantic Frog." 



down the road from where 
my shop was." The timing 
was right for both parties. 
Metz was looking for a manu- 
facturing partner, eind Funline 
was looking for a hot-rod atti- 
tude. As much as Funline 
knew about the toy world, 
the hot-rod and car-culture 
scene had completely eluded 
it. Steve Metz and Funline 
were the perfect fit. After 
many marketing meetings, 
Metz convinced Funline to 
create his Muscle Machines 
in 1:18 scale instead of the 
typical 1:24 scale that was 
popular at the time. "To get 
the sense of drama and the 
dynamism of what I was cre- 
ating with these in-your-face 
cars, we needed to do some- 
thing larger. " Funline hedged 
its retail bets by launching 
both 1:18- amd l:64-scale 
models. "The money was 
really made with the 1:64- 
scale cars. For every 1:18- 
scale car sold, twenty 1:64 
scale cars were rung up." 

Funline, a company known 
for the dancing flowers musi- 
cal novelty and Pogs, was 
now a force in diecast. Major 
retailers bombeurded Funline 
with orders. Muscle 
Machines' shelf space in Wal- 
Mart, Target, Kmart and Toys 
"R" Us grew every qusuter as 
the brand flew off the 
shelves. 

Within a few years, 
Funline's retail shelf space 
had become commensurate 
with its presence in the 
hobby market. To gain much- 
needed retail market penetra- 
tion. Action Performance Co. 



bought the entire Funline 
operation in 2003. The move 
put Muscle Machines into the 
hEmds of a far more powerful 
player in the diecast market. 
At first. Action gave Funline 
a long leash. Muscle 
Machines continued to win 
its new parent market shares 
and profits. But before long. 
Action began to reel that 
leash in, and Funline was no 



seems to be in jeopardy. "I 
still think there is a big mar- 
ket out there for Muscle 
Machines," Metz says v«th a 
tone of concern. 

With his Funline/Action 
contract complete, Metz is 
now free to pursue other 
diecast endeavors. Produced 
by Toy Zone (the manufacturer 
that released the Tom Daniel 
creations in 2005), his new 
Underground Garage line of 
hot rods will debut shortly. 
Within this line, rat-rod and 
rocketbUly attitudes play a 
major role. "Today's new gen- 
eration of hot rodders look to 
the roots of the sport for 
inspiration. There is a grow- 
ing faction that does not 
identify with the jellybean 
look of Japanese tuner cars. 
They're finding these old 
outside-the-mainstream 
American cau's and making 
them into what they see as 
the rod culture. Now, primer 



"The car culture goes way 
beyond the car itself. It's 
rock-'n'-roU, drive-in movie 
theaters, sock hops, soda 
fountadns — all these things 
are part of the lifestyle. 
And there are other activities 
and sports that cilso endear 
themselves to the car 
culture — things like bowling 
alleys, lowbrow art and such. 
Not to mention the connec- 
tion with the surf culture 
through woodies." With this 
in mind, Metz looked to the 
iconic to make up part of a 
new line — custom-painted 
scale bowling pins and Tiki 
gods, flying eyeballs and 
wild guitars. 

With the pending release 
of the Toy Zone Underground 
Garage line, Metz is already 
looking for emerging trends. 
"The car culture has always 
been there. And it will 
always be there long after 
we're gone. There are going 




One of Metz's newest rods is the poster child for Toy Zone's new Underground Garage diecast line. This '32 
Ford three-window coupe Is a prime example of Steve's lust for big horsepower in lightweight packages. 



longer as nimble as it once 
had been. As is the case in 
most large compamies, it took 
longer to develop a concept 
into a finished product. 

As Motorsports 
Authentics, which primarily 
serves the NASCAR mauket, 
purchased Action in 2005, the 
future of Muscle Machines 



is cool; rust is cool; tattoos 
are cool. It all screams 
'underground.' That's going 
to translate real well to the 
diecast side." 

Ever the visionary, Metz 
intends to produce and 
release diecast products that 
expand the horizons within 
the collectible car culture. 



to be other guys who are 
going to come up with other 
angles eind reinvent them- 
selves," he concludes. And, 
as Metz reinvented the 
hot-rod diecast niche, so, 
too, will he inspire the next 
generation of enthusiasts to 
take the car culture to the 
next level. 
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1987 Chevrolet® Monte CarloxM SStm ?5?5 



■ 1:18 Scale -Die Cast Metal -Available Color: White, Maroon, Silver and Black 
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BMW Alexander Calder 
3.0 CSL Art Car 



ISOmph masterpiece! 



Judged by looks, mod- 
ern race cars can 
hardly be considered 
works of art. 
Sponsorship plays such a 
huge role in racing that the 
cars have become speeding 
billboards. In NASCAR, in 
which everything is about 
marketing and merchandis- 
ing, the presentation can be 
downright gaudy with cars 
painted to look like cereal 
boxes and candy wrappers. 
Maybe that's why I appreciate 
the Alexander Calder BMW 
3.0 CSL Art Car more with 
each day that passes. 

The Calder BMW is part of 
a collection of 15 rolling mas- 
terpieces known as the BMW 
Art Cars. They were painted 
by noted contemporary 
artists, including Andy 
Warhol, Frank Stella and, of 
course, Calder. Given my lim- 
ited understanding of all 
things artistic, my opinion 
should be taken with a grain 
of salt, but to me, the Calder 
BMW conveys the artist's 
style and expression better 
than any of the other exam- 
ples in the collection. 

Admittedly, I'm partial to 
the Calder BMW. I grew up in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
where a prominent Calder 
sculpture stands in the appro- 
priately named downtown 
"Calder Plaza." But what really 
sealed the deal for me was 
reading about the car in an 
issue of Road & Track maga- 
zine. The idea for the Calder 
BMW was conceived in 1975 
by a French art auctioneer 
and amateur racer Herve 
Poulain. He had two ambi- 
tions: to race in the famed 24 
Hours of Le Mans and to do it 
in a race car that reflected his 



passion for contemporary art. 
Poulain was a good friend of 
Calder, who was living in 
France at the time. Poulain 
approached Calder with the 
idea of painting his BMW 3.0 
CSL, which he planned to 
enter in the '75 Le Mans. 
Calder, who had previously 
painted a Braniff Airways jet, 
enthusiastically agreed. 

Calder worked on a 
Vs-scale mockup of the 3.0 
CSL, and craftsmen then 
transferred the design to the 
full-scale car. In direct con- 
trast to the familiar and 
attractive works BMW livery 
of blue, purple and red 
stripes, Calder's signature 
bold and colorful panels, lib- 
erally applied over the body- 
work, seem to disregard the 
3.0 CSL's beautiful lines. 
Calder devotees would surely 
approve of the work, but 
even those with without prior 
appreciation of the artist 



would be Intrigued by the 
car's visual impact. No one 
was more pleased with the 
scheme than Calder himself. 

When the Calder BMW 
appeared in the paddock at 
Le Mans, the reaction was 
somewhat subdued. This was 
not unexpected, as the slower 
GT cars and, in particular, 
those entered by privateers, 
had to cede the spotlight to 
the headlining sports proto- 
type cars. But when word got 
around that Poulain had 
insured the Calder BMW for 
$1 million, photographers 
flocked around the car, and 
before long, the Calder BMW 
was hogging media attention. 

Poulain recruited a couple 
of accomplished sports car 
drivers, semiretired American 
Sam Posey and Jean Guichet, 
to join him as co-drivers. 
The car was entered in the 
Touring Sedan class — one of 
the slower GT categories. 



There was obvious concern 
that the Calder BMW might 
be damaged in a 24-hour 
race. A few of the faster 
prototype drivers were 
particularly worried about 
colliding with the prized 
racer during the night while 
they threaded their way 
through slower traffic. All 
were spared the drama, as 
almost mercifully, a CV joint 
failed after seven hours, 
thus ending the race for the 
Calder BMW and relegating 
it to a 44th-place finish. 
Calder, who was at the 
Circuit de la Sarthe as 
Poulain's guest, is said to 
have breathed a sigh of 
relief before he bid every- 
one goodnight. 

The Calder BMW never 
again turned a wheel on a 
racetrack, but the legacy was 
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The interior ia 
quite good — 
particularly 
the seat, but 
apart from 
the dash face, 
there's little 
color, so you 
have to look 
closely to see 
the detail. 



Far left: the trunk isn't 
a highlight on many 
models, but the Calder 
BMW's is definitely an 
exception with its twin- 
fill fuel cell, fire bottle 
and reservoir canister. 
Left: underneath, the side- 
exiting exhausts and the 
rear brake-cooling fan and 
ducting add detail and a 
pleasing splash of color. 



SPECS 
Scale; 1:18 

Overall length: 10.24 In. 
Wheelbase: 5.67 In. 
Width: 4.41 In. 
Price: $127 

FeflTURES 

> Operational steering 

> Opening doors, hood, trunk 

> Extras: display case, coffee-table 
book 

RflTmss (scale of i-S) 

> Body, paint 4.5 

> Wheels, tires 4.5 

> Engine 4 

> Chassis, suspension, undercarriage 4 

> Interior 4 

> Presentation, proportion, stance 4 

> Collectibility 4 



L 



cast. For the 1976 Le Mans 
race, the 3.0 CSL's swan 
song, BMW commissioned 
American artist Frank Stella 
to paint its entry. Other BMW 
Art Cars followed; the last 
was the V12 LMR prototype 
sports racer that American 
artist Jenny Holzer designed 



in 2003. Now, as the original 
Art Car, the Calder BMW is 
more popular than ever and 
is always a big draw on the 
exhibition circuit. 

THE MODEL 

BMW commissioned the die- 
cast production of its entire 



Art Car line. In the case of the 
CSL and a number of others, 
Minichamps was selected to 
do the casting and assembly. 
The models are available 
only at select BMW dealers 
and at bmw-online.com. 
They cost SI 27 each — about 
S45 more than the going rate 
for standard Minichamps 1:18 
releases — but you get a lot 
for your money. Every car is 
mounted on a substantial 
acrylic display and protected 
by a matching, clear display 
cover. The price includes a 
lavish coffee-table book 
about the BMW Art Cars, 
which are shown in brilliant 




color. The model itself is a 
worthy replica of the real deal 
and shows workmanship 
comparable to that of high- 
end 1:18-scale diecasts. 

Exterior. Poulain's car was 
typical of the Group 5 3.0 CSL 
customer cars that BMW out- 
sourced to racing tuners such 
as Schnitzer and Zakspeed. 
The exterior details are too 
numerous to mention, but 
they include even the less 
obvious touches such as the 
outside emergency shutoff 
handle on the front left fender 
and the non-functioning but 
cool-looking circlip-type hood 
pins. The mounting points 
on the 3.0 CSL's trademark 
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Like all the BMW Art Cars, the Calder CSL comes with a beautiful 
acrylic display case and a coffee-table book that highlights all 15 cars 
in the series. 




The engine provides mechanical artistry to match Gaidar's exterior. 
Just look at those fuel-injection intake trumpetsi 



aerodynamic hood "fences" 
are slightly visible on the 
model, but I'm being really 
nitpicky here. 

As on the real car, the 
model's highlight is the 
Calder paint job. The scheme 
Is nearly flawlessly repro- 
duced right down to the 
brush strokes on Calder's 
"CA" signature on the rear 
quarter panel. 

Under the hood. The hood 
swings forward and can be 
propped up on a thin wire 
prop-rod. I found this a bit 
tricky because the rod is thin 
and not especially steady, 
and the hood is of a relatively 
substantial weight. Under the 
hood, the famous BMW M30 
"big-six" inline-6 engine is 
accurately replicated. 
Although the CSL carried the 
"3.0" designation, racing 



versions used a 3.2L and, 
later, a 3.5L version of the 
engine. The model's base- 
plate actually carries a "3.5" 
designation, as the model on 
which this casting is based 
has the larger-displacement 
engine. The 3.2's output was 
rated at 480hp — good for 
ISOmph on the Mulsanne 
Straight. The engine bay is 
dominated by the fuel-injec- 
tion intake trumpets, which 
look fantastic. Just as impres- 
sive is the use of authentic 
paint and textures. 

Interior. The driver and 
passenger doors open, but 
a compromise was made 
here to give the doors spring- 
assisted closing. The stainless- 
steel strips that serve this 
purpose cover the door hinges 
and detract a bit from the 



otherwise well-detailed 
interior. The suede-like 
racing seat is one of the best 
I have ever seen. The brake 
and clutch pedals look accu- 
rate, but they're the same 
color as the dash, and that 
makes these features look like 
a one-piece molded part. The 
trunk deserves special men- 
tion: it contains a twin-fill fuel 
cell, a fire bottle and a reser- 
voir canister; these maintain 
the engine's and interior's 
standard for detail. 

Chassis, wheels & tires. 

The Calder BMW's undercar- 
riage is just too cool with its 
intricate exhaust work and 
brake ducting. On model cars, 
particularly race cars, one 
feature always catches my 
eye first: the wheels. I love 
the old-style BBS wheels with 



their mesh spokes and 
center-lock hubs. I'm happy 
to report that on the Calder 
BMW, the BBS wheels and 
the Dunlop slicks did not 
disappoint me; the finish on 
the rolling surfaces is even 
scuffed for realism. 

WRAPPING UP 

The full-scale Alexander 
Calder BMW 3.0 CSL Art Car 
is priceless, but you can have 
a 1:18 version that you'll be 
proud to display as a minia- 
ture work of art. As this piece 
was commissioned by BMW 
to be sold to knowledgeable 
enthusiasts through dealers 
and other official BMW factory 
sources, authenticity and 
attention to detail are pre- 
dictably good. The display 
base and cover add to the 
impression that this is art and 
not merely a model. All 15 
models in the Art Car series 
represent a brilliant blend of 
automotive excellence and 
artistic expression. They're 
hard to resist — so don'tl 

SOURCE 

BMW Online (888-269-6654); 

bmw-online.com 
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2007 ShelbN, 
GT500 
$30 ^ed 
White, Blue 
Black. QTY 
Disc Avail 



1967 
Chevelle 

Just 
Married 
iv/ figures 

$34 



1965 
Mustana 
FastbacK 
$41.99 ErtI 
Authentics 




1955 
Imperial 

Blue 
1 of 600 

$33 




1966 Olde 
Toronado 
$24.99 
Black or 
Gold 




dad 1964 
GTO $49.9P 
1 of 750 
Ked or BIk 



Are you eianed up tur our weekly email? 
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1971 Koad 
Runner 

1 of 2.500 
$34.99 



1967 5hell7y 
Eleanor 

$34 
Qty Di6> 
Avail. 



1968 Super 
Street Cuda 
SALE $49 
Ked. &\ac\i 
Wht, Yel 




1961 
Imperial 
Burgundy or 
White $42 





1950 Ford 
Police Car 

$59 
Taxi and 
Sedan also 
available 



We iXcck almost every brani Action, ErtI, Exact Detail, Welly, 
5uri5tar, Signature. Yat Ming. Revell. Ricko. Maisto. Highway 61, 
GMf^ GnenUcjn, MIC, aniJ Morel 

Piecast Auto 133 N Friendswood Dr #336 
f riefldswood 77546. frice & A>ail sutject to change. 



www.DiecastAuto.com 
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1933 Pierce 
Arrow by 
Signature 
$37 




John Force 
2006 Test 
Car 1:24 $5: 

We are an 
authorized 
Action 
Dealer 



1953 Ford 
$23.99 
Red, Black 
Slue, Cream 
Top up or 
down 






JTgmP "Greasers" 5 piece 
figure set $39 



WE BUY COLLECTIQNSl 



GoMotorsports.com Will Buy ANY 
Automotive Collectibles: 

- Diecast - Hot Wlieels - Model Kits 

- Slot Cars - Vintage Car Toys -Apparel -Artwork 

- Literature - Gas Station Memorabilia - Whatever! 





Visit www.GoMotorsports.com for more info 
or call toll free at 877-301-5685 
webuycollections@gomotorsports.com 

We've purchased thousands of collections from 
satisfied collectors. No collection too large! 



Toll Free: 877-301-5685 
11: webuycollections@gomotorsports.com 
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Ebbro Honda RA271 

F1 /1 964 West German GP 



Honda's first venture 
into motorsports 
was not on four 
wheels but on two. 
Motorcvcles had been their 
main focus, and during the 
'60s, Honda was a force to be 
reckoned with. Hungry for 
new challenges, Honda 
set out to compete in Formula 
1 — the most prestigious and 
highly competitive series in 
racing. The original plan was 
to put a Honda-designed 
engine in a Lotus 
chassis, but this did 
not come to fruition. 
Instead, Honda kept 
the development of its 
first F1 car in-house and 
built the RA271. 



Unlike any other F1 car at 
that time, the RA271 was 
powered by a 60-degree V-12 
engine that was mounted 
transversely (across the 
chassis) instead of inline. 
The all-new RA271 made its 
debut in the 1964 German 
Grand Prix, which was touted 
as one of the most difficult 
circuits on the F1 schedule. 
The Honda RA271 climbed 
its way from 22nd into the 
top 10, but suspension dam- 
age took it out of the race. 
You can now own a 
piece of Honda's rich 
racing history, 
thanks to 




Ebbro's line of V20-scale vin- 
tage Honda Formula 1 cars. 
Along with the RA271 F1 fea 
tured on these pages, Ebbro 
also offers the 1965 RA272 
F1, 1966 RA273 F1 and 1968 
RA301 F1. 



much to the actual '64 
Honda, Ebbro did a great job 
re-creating details such as 
the front air intake that is 
backed by a real piece of 
wire mesh and the numerous 
rivets on the body. The white 
paint is flawless with no 
signs of orange peel or pool- 
ing in any of the tiny open- 
ings in the front of the cock- 
pit. All the markings feel as if 
they are painted on, but they 
are actually decals. These 
decals are perfectly placed 
without any ripples — even 
over the tiny rivets. The side- 
view mirrors could be 
improved; through the wind- 
shield, you can see the glue 
that secures them. The mir- 
rors themselves are chrome- 
painted plastic, but this is 
hardly a deal-breaker. 



HLIGHTS 

The body styling of 
the Honda RA271 F1 instantly 
takes you back to the allure 
of Formula 1's roots. The nar- 
row, torpedo-shaped body 
with giant intake opening at 
the nose and the absence of 
any wings are the telltale 
signs of the race car's era. 
Although there Is not all that 
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Scale^ 1:20 

Overall length: 7.93 in. 
Wheelbase: 4.54 In. 
Width: 3.25 in. 
Price: S125 

Removable cowl panels 
Rolling rubber tires 
Operational steering 



RRTIHGS {scale of 1-S) 

> Body, paint 4 5 

Wheels, tires 

> Engine 4 

Chassis, suspension, undercarriage 3.5 
Interior 

Presentation, proportion, stance 4 5 
Collectibility 
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the super-tiny rocke 
of the cylinders and the 
cables leading to each of the 
twelve spark plugs. On either 
side of the fuel-filling neck 
are clear fuel hoses that are 
easy to nniss, but they add to 
the car's realism. The multi- 
tude of exhaust pipes that 
extend to the rear of the car 
catch your eye. One bank of 
pipes underneath the car 
transfer the exhaust from the 
front cylinders and exit just 
under the rear-mounted 



Interior. Early F1 cars were 
not known for lavish interiors. 
The driver was given just the 
basics he needed to cross the 
finish line first. On the Ebbro 
Honda, you will find an 
instrument cluster complete 
with super-tiny decals to 
replicate the hash marks and 
needles on the gauges. The 
stationary steering wheel 
looks gigantic in the cramped 
cockpit, but it was just as 
large on the real deal. The 
linkage that attaches the 



shifter to the tranny is visible 
along the right side of the 
cockpit, and so are the wires 
that lead to the tach. 



Access to the radical 
transverse-mounted V-12 
engine is exceptional once 
you've removed the four cowl 
panels. Be careful to work the 
side panels off slowly so that 
you don't break off any of the 
tiny mounting nubs. The 
engine itself is nicely mod- 
eled right down to each of 





Looking for more vintage Honda F1 cars? Well, Ebbro offers a few others, including the 1965 RA272 F1 (no. 11), 1966 RA273 F1 (no. 18) and 1968 
RA301 F1 (no. 5). 



battery. On the real car, the 
second bank of pipes had to 
clear the rear axle and sus- 
pension, so it required a rear 
support to securely hold it in 
place. On the Ebbro, this sup- 
port is removable so the cowl 
panels can be removed. 

Suspension, wheels & 
tires. A halfhearted attempt at 
re-creating the wheels and 
tires on a diecast car is a pet 
peeve of mine. Sometimes, 
these critical parts seem to be 
just thrown on to finish the 
project. This is definitely not 
the case on the Ebbro RA271 
F1; the wheels and tires are 
superb. Close inspection 
reveals Ebbro's attention to 
detail from the wheels, com- 
plete with the same black-cen- 
tered knock-offs run on the big 
car, right down to the valve 
stems. The pliable rubber 
tires are accurately treaded, 
and in super-small print is 
the Dunlop Racing name 



and tire size information. The 
front wheels turn, but they 
are not attached to the steer- 
ing wheel. Suspension is non- 
functional (understandable for 
this V20-scale car). In front, the 
springs are tucked away 
inside the body. The rear 
springs are visible and look 
functional, but they are actu- 
ally just molded that well 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

The debut of the 1964 Honda 
RA271 Formula 1 race car at 
the German Grand Prix 
helped establish Honda as a 
key player in racing. With its 
impressive engineering, 
Honda is still a force to be 
reckoned with at the track. 
Ebbro's V20-scale is an incred- 
ibly accurate version of the 
original and is a rare diecast; 
in fact, this series is now 
exclusively distributed by 
Sunrich. Its exceptional 




The wheels and tires are identical to the real things — right down 
to the realistic tread pattern, the writing on the tire and the black- 
centered knock-offs. 



details such as the highly 
accurate engine, beautiful 
body and spot-on wheels and 
tires make the RA271 a prized 
addition to any Formula 1 



collection and easily worth 
the SI 25 price tag. K 

SOURCE 

Ebbro, distributed by Sunrich 
Tov& Hobby (909) 287-0655; 
sunrichtoy.com 
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Honda RA301 F1 



Honda RA271 F1 
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Honda RA273 F1 

1966 Italian Grand Prix 



Honda RA272 F1 



1965 Mexico (iiaiid Prix Winner 
Ricliie Ginther 



iUNmCIH Exclusive US importer for Ebbro Honda. 
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SUNRICIH 

Toys & Hobby 

Sunrich Toys and Hobby is your new source for 
premium quality die cast models. We offer brands 
like Ebbro, Minicliamps, IXO and more. 
Call (909) 287-0655 for more information. 

» Wholesale only 

^ Competitive Pricing 

& Low Minimum Order Requirement 

» Low Shipping Cost 

i No Handling Charge. 



3949 Schaefer Avenue. Chino. CA91710 
TEL (909) 287-0655 FAX (909) 287-0658 
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-ranklin Mint 1964 Ford 
Country Squire Station Wagon 



A Sixties suburban status symbol 



Long before we 
became a nation of 
Escalades, Caravans 
and Magnums, the 
station wagon was the subur- 
ban family's car of choice — 
yes, the very car that Chevy 
Chase made famous in the 
original "National Lampoon 
Vacation" movie. Although 
the Griswolds' quest for 
Wally World happened in the 
late '80s, it was really about 
every family that traveled by 
car in the 1960s. 

The "family truckster" 
moved man, wife and 2.3 
children to and from elemen- 
tary school. Little League 
and, in many cases, across 
the country on the ultimate 
summer vacation. It was a 
time when dad and mom 
spent months planning and 
preparing to load up the kids 
and travel the new super- 
highways while burning 25- 
cent-per-gallon gas in an all- 
out search for America. 

The station wagon was 
ideal for these cross-country 
treks. Long and roomy, they 
were suburban success sym- 
bols. For millions of families, 
the wagon is the motor vehi- 
cle of memories. 

From 1949 to 1980, wagons 
were among the top sellers 
for the big three automakers, 
which all competed strenu- 
ously for market share. In the 
1960s, every manufacturer 
offered compact, midsize and 
supersize wagons (much as 
today's SUV manufacturers 
do). Ford's Falcon, Fairlane 
and Galaxie were the station 
wagon masters. Ford's top-of 
the-line Country Squire was 
the ultimate symbol of family 



indulgence. In 1961, its 33,100 
sticker price was only exceed- 
ed by the Ford Thunderbird's, 
but to the upwardly mobile, it 
was worth every penny. The 
artificial-wood-trimmed behe- 
moth weighed an amazing 
4,015 pounds and could carry 
nine people. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

In 1961, Ford produced 94,285 
County Squire wagons, 
including the six- and nine- 
passenger models, with a 
choice of 71E, 71F, 71G orTU 
trim and options. It symbol- 
ized Ford's station wagon line. 

The Franklin Mint's version 
is a superb replica of this 
icon of true Americana. Two 
hundred hand-assembled 
pieces ensure a diecast that's 
not only precise but is also 
beautiful — in its own way. 
The package includes acces 
sories that really drive home 
that family feeling. 

Exterior. In the full-size 
Galaxie's second year of pro 
duction, the new platform 
allowed Ford's team to 
take its style features 
into a new age. Tail 
fins had b 
shrinking 
and the '61 
Country 
Squire wa 
the last For 
to have them 
The appealing 
mint-green 
metallic paint 
scheme is dead-on 
and clearly shows 
why it was one of Ford's 
more popular colors during 
the decade. Simulated wood 



adorns each massive flat 
panel side. Real wood was 
retired early from Ford's man- 
ufacturing assembly line. 
Franklin also uses artificial 
grain, but when you run a fin- 
ger along the side, you can 
feel the artificial attachment 
points as you do on the real 
car. The chrome trim is a 
knockout detail. There's a lot 
of it, and Franklin replicates it 
and the headlight and tail- 
light assemblies — topnotch. 
The front grille and front and 
rear bumpers look perfect. 

Interior. All four doors open, 
and the tailgate flops down to 
show off the kid-friendly inte- 
rior. Two twin-tone bench 
seats replicate the vinyl units 
that came on the six-passen- 



ger version. The seats are not 



great, but they re good 



enough. But the dashboard. 



steering wheel, carpeting and 



especially the headliner are 



great. The dash is very cool. 



right down to the AM radio 



with presets and the off-cen 



ter dash speaker. Keys dangle 
from the ignition beside a 
realistic steering wheel with 
an automatic-transmission 
lever and a turn-signal stem. 
The carpet is a fuzzy brown 
fleece that looks and feels the 
part. The headliner panels are 
separated by five chromed 
bows, and this really is a 
superstar detail. Of particular 
note is the rear cargo area 
that features a flip-up panel 
where the spare tire and star- 
shaped lug wrench are 
housed. The four door panels 
are also very well done and 
have the proper window 
cranks and armrests. 

Engine compartment. 

Under the relatively short 
hood is a 1:24 version of a 



Thunderbird 300-horse 



power 390cid engine. 



This engine briskly 
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The Franklin 
Mint Ford 
Country 
Squire station 
wagon is so 
uncool that 
it's cool. The 
interior looks 
real right 
down to the 
center-mounted 




SPECS 
Scale: 1:24 
Length: 8.5 in. 
Wheelbase: 5 in. 
Weight: 1.75 lb. 
Width: 1.75 in. 
Height: 2.75 in. 
Price: S120 

FERTUR6S 

> Functional steering 

> Opening doors, tailgate, hood 

> Flip-open floor panel 

> Operational suspension 

RflTmcs (scale of i-S) 

> Body, paint 4 

> Wheels, tires 3.5 

> Engine 4 

> Chassis, suspension 4 

> Interior 4 



> Presentation 4 



> Collectibility 3 



A nicely detailed version of the Thunderbird 
390 V-8 is garnished with gold-anodized valva 
covers and a giant flying-saucer-style air 



Franklin left nothing out. A fold-down tailgate 
and flip-up floor panel reveal a spare tire and an old- 
fashioned, star-shaped lug wrench. 
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Very few diecasts 
are as impressive 
upside-down as 
they are right side 
up. The Country 
Squire's very well- 
appointed under- 
carriage makes it 
a serious con- 
tender for perma- 
nent display 
space. 



Which family vacation would be complete without luggage, a car seat, 
a cooler, beach towels, a beach ball, a swim ring and an umbrella. 
Franklin includes all of these must-have items. 



accelerated the 4,000-pound 
Country Squire, even with 
the family on board. Its 
engine was borrowed from 
the Thunderbird and came 
with gold-anodized valve 
covers and an air-cleaner 
dish. Attention to detail 
shows; nearly all the right 
pieces are there (with the 
exception of brake lines and 
electrical wires). Even the 
red canvas radiator overflow 
pouch is here. The essential 
wires, lines, cables and 
hoses are where each 
should be. A peek under the 
hood reveals the exterior 
body color accented by 
matte-black inserts. When 
it's closed, the hood fits 
tightly and the seams are 



Anyone say'tail- 
gate party"? 
Franklin's 1:24- 
scale version is 
accurate right 
down to the 
correct script 
and the Ford 
emblem. 



even — not always true of the 
full-size original. 

Chassis. The undercarriage, 
suspension, tires and wheels 
are outstanding. The pan is 
bent and pleated to match 
Ford's original casting. The 
transmission housing is 
painted aluminum silver as 
are the dual exhaust pipes 
that run to a pair of canister 
mufflers. The rear suspension 
is fully functional and has 
real coil-springs and shock- 
absorber rams. On our test 
model, the front steering 
showed signs of working, but 
the exhaust downpipe imped- 
ed the steering-arm's travel. 
Looking ready to hit the road, 
the semi-wide whitewall tires 




are embellished with good- 
looking chromed hub caps. 

WRAP-UP 

For The Franklin Mint, the 
1961 Country Squire station 
wagon seems to be a risky 




venture. In a diecast world 
that adores muscle cars, is 
there room for the anti- 
performance vehicle? Does a 
diecast that represents the 
cars we spent our youth in 
have enough emotional 
appeal to pry the 100 dollars 
we saved to buy another 
GTO or Chevelie away from 
us? Although the station 
wagon will never be called 
the sexy car of the '60s, 
there is no denying that it 
plays a major role in the 
memories of millions of 
Americans. And for that, the 
Ford Country Squire is worth 
a serious look — in full-scale 
and in the form of Franklin's 
1:24 version. K 

SOURCE 

The Franklin Mint (888) 771-6468, 
franklinmint.com 
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FRREUJELL TO R FORTTIIDRBLE FELIPE 

It has often been observed 
that modern fighter aircraft 
don't have the same 
mystique as clas- 
sic WW ll-era war- 
planes do. Aircraft 
designers (like 
automobile designers) had a 
freer hand with respect to 
aesthetics before the sci- 
ence of aerodynamics was 
as fully understood. 
Consequently, many old 
planes are just prettier — or 
at least more interesting. 
But the charisma of older 
planes is surely also a prod- 
uct of their times: WW II 
planes saw plenty of com- 
bat during one of the most 
dramatic periods in the 20th 
century, but air-to-air com- 
bat during the last 30 years 
has been comparatively 
infrequent and easy to over- 
look In the scope of world 
events. 

All that notwithstanding, 
at least one fighter has 
managed to become a star 
in the modern era, and it 
deserves a curtain call as it 
is being retired from active 
service in 2006. That plane 
is the Navy's top-gun inter- 
ceptor, the F-14 Tomcat. It's 
a beautiful and imposing 
machine — arguably the 
best-looking jet fighter. It's 
certainly one of the most 
massive: its 64-foot 
(unswept) wingspan is 
nearly twice those of WW ll- 
era fighters. In fact, it's just 
3 feet narrower, 9 feet 
longer (62 feet) and twice as 
heavy (42,000 pounds 
empty) as a WW II B- 
25 bomber! All 
that airplane is 



There's no 
miataking the 
F-14D "Vandy 
One" from the 
VX-9 
Vampires 
(50185). 



put to excel- 
lent use: in 

its D (Super Tomcat) config- 
uration, it carries 13,000 
pounds of ordnance and 
enough fuel to give it a 
range of 1,600 miles — both 
figures exceed those of 
other carrier-based intercep- 
tors. And It's fast: at high 
altitude, it can approach 
Mach 2.5. Its advanced 
IR/Optical tracking system 
can designate up to 24 tar- 
gets and can be used to 
guide weapons from several 
aircraft. Halfway through its 
service life, the Tomcat was 
modified to carry the LAN- 
TIRN pod, which allowed it 
to carry precision laser-guid- 
ed bombs as well. One 
other factor has contributed 
to the Tomcat's fame over 
the years: its movie career. 
The Tomcat made its 
big-screen debut in the 
sci-fi flick "The Final 
Countdown," and it became 
a star as Tom Cruise's ride 
in the goofy but endearing 
"Top Gun." 

Dragon 
Models ^ 



The newest in 
Dragon's Tomcat 
series is this 
VF-11 "Red 
Rippers" CAG 
F-14B (50207). 



now offers a few 
versions of the 
venerable Tomcat in 
1:72 scale; they range 
from early configuration 
As to the final D model. 
It also replicates some of 
the most famous variants, 
including the jet-black 
"Vandy One" and the skull- 
and-crossbones-adorned 
"Jolly Rogers." Given the 
Tomcat's dimensions, the 
1:72 version is quite impres- 
sive in both size and detail. 
As is Dragon's custom, each 
comes with a wide array of 
accessories, including pairs 
of AIM-7 Sparrow and 
AIM-9 Sidewinder air-to-air 
missiles, two external fuel 
pods, a display stand and 
provisions for a retracted- or 
an extended-gear configura- 
tion. The cockpit opens, the 
slats deploy and the wing 
sweep can be adjusted 
through its entire scale 
range of travel. As expected, 
the paint and decal work are 
gratifyingly precise, and the 
surface detail, both cast-in 
and appendages such as the 
various avionics stalks. 




For more on the Tomcat and 
other full-size aircraft past and 
present, check out our sister 
publication, Fiight Journal. 

weapons pylons and the tar- 
geting system are better 
than excellent for the price. 
About the only thing it 
doesn't come with is the 
soundtrack to "Top Gun," 
but the plane costs less than 
$40, so you can afford to 
buy that yourself. Or, better 
yet: buy a couple of Dragon 
F-14s and just hum that silly 
Kenny Loggins song! 

SOURCE 

Dragon IModels USA Inc. 

(866) 365-8721; 
dragonmodelsusa.com 





The VF-103 "Jolly 
Rogers" (B0O46) and 
the VF-1 1 1 
"Sundowners" 
(50045) have two of 
the most distinctive 
tail markings. 
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1954 Ferrari 375 F 

Another beautiful Ferrari re 
1954 375 Plus as driven to 
Gonzalez and Mourice Tr 
inside and out, ttiese ar( 
demanding Ferrari collector 
liood to show off the well c 
panel as well. Finished off v( 


'lus LeMans Winner #4 

Dlica in 1:18 scale by BBR, this is the 
victory at LeMons by Jose Froilan 
ntignont. Impeccable detail both 
; sure to impress even the most 
s. The model features a removable 
detailed engine and a flip up trunk 
/ith a beautiful high luster paint job 
Pre-order is suggested to secure 
delivery of these sought after 
miniatures. Scheduled for July 

9006 fiplivprv 
BBR1803 

■54 Ferrori 375 Plus . . .$299.00 


1960 Maseroti Birdcage Gurney / Moss 

The next release from CMC is the 1960 Maseroti Birdcage Tipo 61 as driven to victory at the 
Nurburgring by Don Gurney and Stirling Moss, Impeccable detail both inside and out. this model is 
hand assembled from over 1.140 individual pieces to bring you this stunning 
replica CMC is known throughout the world for exacting detail and , 
accuracy when it comes to miniature automobiles. This next release jfS*^E^S A 
will surely impress even the most demanding collectors Scheduled '^^HSt^B^ fSf 
for delivery in May 2006 Pre-order is strongly suggested if /'^^S^^^' 
you want to be among the first to have this beautiful die ' (V 
cost model If you crave the best in finished models, Y'.^r 0/ 
then CMC is the woy to goH ^^^^ 

^ ^^^^^^ Bu^^ 

CMC047 '60 Maseroti Birdcage 

Dan Gurney / Stirling Moss $239.00 ^^S^^^-'^S' 
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-ranklin Mint M1A1 
Abrams Tank 




s the saying goes, 
hindsight is 
always 20-20, but 
when it's used to 



advance your current thinl<- 
ing, big gains generally 
result. Such was the case 
with the U. S. Army after 
WW II, particularly with 
respect to its tanks. During 
the War, the U.S. relied on 
sheer numbers to overcome 
the technical superiority of 
German armor, and while 
the strategy ultimately 
proved successful, it took a 
terrible toll in resources, 
both material and human. 



So, following WW II, the 
U.S. Army shifted its focus 
and began constructing 
tanks that were progressive- 
ly bigger, faster and more 
durable. This evolutionary 
process led them to design 
one of the best pieces of 
military hardware of the 
20th century: the Ml Abrams 
tank. 

The Ml is named after the 
late Gen. Creighton W. 
Abrams. Abrams served as a 
young officer under Gen. 
George S. Patton during 
World War II and later 
became commander of the 



37th Armored Battalion and, 
eventually. Army Chief of 
Staff. With a name to live up 
to, the M1A1 was under pres- 
sure to perform from its 
debut in 1985 (the original 
Ml entered service in 1980), 
but the design went largely 
untested in battle until the 
Gulf War in 1990. The desert 
of Iraq, along with a variety 
of Soviet tanks, proved little 
challenge to the M1A1. This 
did not stop critics from tak- 
ing a few shots of their own 
at the tank. The first Gulf War 
had relatively few tank-to- 
tank battles, and many felt 



that Soviet designs turned 
out to be far less effective 
than once thought. The sec- 
ond Gulf War provided anoth- 
er test, and again the M1A1 
excelled. With two major con- 
flicts under its belt and a 
steady schedule of enhance- 
ments to keep it battle ready, 
this tank is poised to remain 
the world standard for mod- 
ern ground forces for the 
foreseeable future. 







one fine piece of work! The 
first thing you'll notice when 
it is removed it from its pack- 
aging is the weight. This 
tank has real heft to it; the 
entire body and turret are all 
metal. When placed on a 
scale, this monster weighed 
in at a whopping six pounds! 

What will catch your eye 
is the main armament, which, 
on the M1A1 is a 120mm 
M256 smooth-bore gun. The 
120mm is an upgrade from 
the 105mm gun on the origi- 
nal Ml and is the primary dif- 
ference between the two 
models. Built in Germany by 
Rheinmetall Waffen Munition 
GmbH originally for the 
Leopard II tank, the M256 can 
deliver a high-velocity round 
to an enemy tank at 4,000 
meters with lethal accuracy. 
This, coupled with the elec- 
tro-optical sight and thermal 
imaging system from Hughes 
Aircraft Co., gives the M1A1 
a formidable fire control sys- 
tem that is rivaled only by 
that of the very latest NATO 
tanks. Franklin's version of 
the gun is hinged to elevate 
from 0 to 45 degrees and has 
a nice graduated feel to it, 
but do not attempt to move it 
lower than 0 degrees. It and 
the range-finder are both 
very well detailed. The gun is 
secured in a turret cast as a 
single piece to which the 
accessories are then 
attached. The turret is also 
well detailed; you can see the 
weld seams and weld num- 
bers. Unlike Franklin's 1:24 
Sherman tank (see DieCast X, 
Winter 2005), the MIAVs tur- 



Suspension and under- 
carriage. The M1A1 has an 

incredibly capable suspen- 
sion that allows it to traverse 
rugged terrain at impressive 
speeds, giving the tank 
unprecedented mobility 
despite its nearly 70-ton 
weight. The suspension set- 
ting is actually quite compli- 
ant, and together with the 
advanced fire-control system, 
it helps the gun stay steady 
and level to track targets 
while the tank is on the 
move. 

On the model, the rubber 
treads and plastic wheels are 
well molded and they roll 
easily enough, but the sus- 
pension is fixed and isn't 
articulated. I had hoped for 
a functioning suspension, 
unlike Franklin's Sherman. 
The MIAI's stance is still 
very accurate, so it doesn't 
really affect the model's dis- 
play unless you want to pose 
it in an action scene or a dio- 
rama with an uneven surface. 



FINAL THOUGHTS 

The Franklin M1A1 is one 
heck of a beast in terms of 
sheer size and the amount of 
metal used; few models will 
feel as substantial, which is 
particularly appealing in a 
tank. The turbine powerplant 
is one of the MIAI's most 
distinctive and impressive 
features, and Franklin does a 
great job of making it look 
authentic. This, along with 
the history that the tank is 
making on the battlefield, will 
certainly make this into a 
conversation piece in your 
collection for years to come. 
It's a shame there wasn't a bit 
more refinement in certain 
areas, but this is one impres- 
sive piece nonetheless and 
about the best M1A1 diecast 
available to date. K 





Originally designed for a helicopter, the 
Lycoming-gas turbine engine delivers 1,500hp. 
Franklin's rendition is well done, with proper 
cables and nice paint shading for contrast. 



ret is fixed to the chassis and 
does not separate from the 
body. The commander's 
cupola and loader's hatch are 
well detailed, but the cupola 
does not rotate. Both hatches 
open to reveal a limited view 
of the crew compartment. The 
commander's .50-caliber 
machine gun and the loader's 
M240 are also well done; the 
.50-cal even has its mount 
chain and is under tension to 
absorb recoil just like the real 
one. The only detail missing is 
ammo boxes. The 6-barrel 
smoke launchers add further 
detail, and there is a rear rack 
for storing supplies, but it 
looks kind of funny empty; it 
would have been nice if 
Franklin had included some 
bags or containers to go here. 



The radia- 
tor grille- 
work and 
the supply 
rack on the 
back of the 
turet are 
both nicely 
cast, but 
the rack 
could use 
a few con- 
tainers to 
fill the 



The tank does 
come with two 
antennas that you 
install in the back 
of the turret. 
The paint and 
detail of the rest 
of the tank is 
excellent, like the 
weathered desert 
effect as well as 
the rubber front 
mud flaps and 
the metal side 
skirts to protect 
the tracks. The 
driver's hatch is 
fixed shut, but 
the Plexiglas win- 
dows add to the 
realism. Black 
'he unit markings 

' i.soohp. and serial num- 

t\ proper 

itrast complete the 

look and provide 
a nice contrast to the desert 
paint scheme. 

Under the hood. Since its 
inception, the powerplant for 
the Ml has been a 1,500hp 
Lycoming Textron gas turbine 
engine. Originally developed 
in the '60s as a helicopter 
engine, in the M1A1, it is 
coupled to an Allison hydro- 
kinetic transmission with four 
forward and two reverse gears. 

To view Franklin's version of 
the engine, you first need to 
rotate the turret 90 degrees 
(left or right) to allow access to 
the engine compartment, since 
the turret covers almost the 
entire top of the tank. Franklin 
provides a small plastic tool to 
help open doors and hatches. 

On opening the model's 
engine bay, there is a feast of 
detail. The engine and trans- 
mission are well modeled and 
replete with cables and 
appropriate coloring for excel- 
lent contrast. You can see the 
transmission if you shine a 
flashlight into the engine 
compartment. The engine and 
transmission are both of 
molded plastic, which allows 
a greater degree of fine detail. 



SOURCE 

The Franklin Mint (888) 771-6468; 
franklinmint.com 
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Remember what a hot 
year for cars 1993? 
Yeah — neither do I. But 
actually, when you think 
about it, there was some 
pretty big news afoot, espe- 
cially on the domestic front. 
The long, dark decade of the 
'80s had at last gone, and 
here and there, performance 
was creeping back into the 
mindset of the Big Three. The 
year before. Dodge had 
released the Viper, and GM 
had beefed up the Corvette 
with the LT1. For '93, the 
Camaro and Firebird also got 
LTIs, and Ford got into the 
act by offering a limited-edi- 
tion, high-performance vari- 
ant of the Mustang that resur- 
rected a designation from the 
past: Cobra. 1993 was the last 
year of the Fox-body 
Mustang, which had been 
around since 1979, and Ford 
wanted to give it a proper 
send-off. The Cobra was 
given a massaged 5.0-liter V-S 
with 30 extra ponies — now 
235. It got special suspension 
tuning, rear disc brakes, spe- 
cial 17-inch wheels, wider 
245-series Goodyear Eagles 
and numerous special badges 
and insignlas — Inside and out. 



GMP has 
released a 
bunch of 1:18 
Fox bodies over 
the last few 
years, and the 
Cobra makes an 
excellent topper 
to the line. In 
typical GMP fashion, the 
car is loaded with clever 
details such as the "Cobra"- 
embossed removable floor 
mats and a scale, fitted prop 
rod for the hood. Under that 
hood is a nest of hoses and 
wires and a superb replica of 
the special SVT intake mani- 
fold and big-bore throttle 
body. Battery cables and 



amazingly pre- 
cise warning 
and instruction 
labels through- 
out the com- 
partment show 
that GMP 
accounted for 
even the small- 
est details. The car comes in 
red, blue and black, but as far 
as I'm concerned, red is the 
color to get. 

»»»»»> 

Virtually every muscle-car 
guy knows about Yenko 
Camaros and Chevelles — the 
427-powered beasts that 



prowled drag strips and Main 
Street stoplights in search 
of unwary Ford owners to 
relieve of their pride — and 
their doors. But you may not 
know about the Yenko ver- 
sions of Chevy's less ostenta- 
tious models — the Nova and 
the Vega Stinger II. By 1969, 
Yenko had successfully trans- 
planted 427s into more than 
100 Camaros and decided to 
do the same thing with the 
Chevelle and the Nova. The 
Nova was an unusual choice, 
but Yenko was a racer at 
heart, and he knew the light- 
weight, no-nonsense Nova 
would make a spectacular 
race car, even If it lacked the 
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Sun Star 1965 Chevy C-10 

Historically, trucks have been thought of as beasts of burden. Only within 
the past 25 years have they became symbols of style. Since the end of 
WW II, Ford, Chevrolet and Dodge (and, to a smaller extent, GMC) have 
fought an ongoing battle for pickup supremacy. But a truck's value has 
been measured in "duty " not necessarily social status. 

Back when a truck was a truck, creature comforts were strictly after- 
thoughts once functionality had been served, and the Big Three prided 
themselves on building tough and durable vehicles. By 1965, Chevy's 
C-series trucks were in their sixth year of the body style. Each year, small 
improvements were made to keep truck's look fresh and enhance its 
appeal. A new design was set to debut in 1%7, but there was no need to 
rush a new truck to market, as Chevy owned the sales chart lead over 
Ford, Dodge and GMC. 

Over the years. Chevy C-10 trucks from the 1960s have carried more 
than their weight in sand, hay, rock, tools, household goods, moving 
dollies— and buddies to the drive-in picture show. Yup, it's the pick-'em-up 
truck that millions of dads passed down to Junior— and Junior, in turn, 
used and abused. Now. some 40 years later, this forgotten generation of 
Chevy trucks have become canvases for custom-truck builders. There is a 
rugged beauty in their simple lines and spartan interiors. 

Sun Star's 1:18-scale version of the '60s castoff has a unique emotional 
halo about It. Some may remember the one grandpa tooled around in until 





he was no longer strong enough to turn the manual steering box. Or 
perhaps it's the thought of a simpler, less complicated time when a truck 
was not meant to be a fashion statement. Whatever your memories, this 
diecast has the potential to tap into them. 

Sun Star's basic Chevy C-10 stepside casting is very good in dimension, 
fit and finish. Although the paint includes a tad of orange peel, it seems 
forgivable because— well— it's a truck. Both cab doors on this scale version 
of the 115-inch-wheelbase pickup open via elbow-style hinges. The hood 
lifts to reveal a basic small-block 283ci V-8 in Chevy orange. "Basic " is the 
key word here, as there few details such as wires or lines. The tailgate also 
flips down, but the scale version does not have limit chains. 

The interior is primarily model-car-style molded plastic for the bench 
seat, floorboard and pedals. The dash is cast and offers moderate details. 
The door panels are also molded additions and are actually quite nice. 

The Sun Star Chevy's undercarriage is very well done. Between the 
frame rails is some nice detail, including a single-pipe exhaust system, 
spare tire, rear solid-axle suspension and working front steering. The 
tire-and-wheel package is the upgraded chrome-plated version with 
matching lug caps. 

Where this diecast truck really shines is as a tow vehicle for a rod or 
junker. The chromed rear bumper offers the hitch and ball setup, so all 
that"s needed is a trailer. 

Maybe the Sun Star Chevy C-10 isn't the most detailed diecast 
we've seen, and it can't be classified as urban cool, but it does have a 
special place in the hearts of the millions of people who grew up with 
one of these utilitarian machines. It's a good ol' pickup in a slightly 
smaller scale. — Alan Paradise 



Scale: 1:18 
Price: S30 
Rating: 2.5 out of 5 
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panache of Chevy's dedicated 
muscle machines. In the end, 
just 37 427-powered Novas 
were made. With the same 
potent powertrain as the 
Camaros and a couple of 
hundred fewer pounds to 
haul around, the Nova was 
the rarest and the fastest 
Yenko big-block. Danbury 
Mint's version is a little easier 
to get your hands on but no 
less impressive. We gave you 
a peek at it inside the "Ford 
vs. Chevy" feature in the last 
issue (Summer 2006), and if 
anything, the detail is superi- 
or to that of the Camaro; it's 
a new casting, whereas the 
Camaro was an update of an 
existing mold. The delicacy 
around the grille demon- 
strates this best. The vinyl 
top also shows outstanding 
workmanship. The tall-side- 
wall tires look more at home 
on the Nova than they do on 
the Camaro and give it the 
perfect stance. Green is an 
unusual color for a muscle 
car, but this is an unusual 
subject, and the white Yenko 
stripe complements it nicely. 

For the Vega, we turn to 
Supercar Collectibles and its 
rendition of a 1972 Stinger II. 
Conscious of how muscle 
cars were spiraling out of the 
financial reach of many 
enthusiasts, Yenko decided to 
offer a hot-rod version of 
Chevy's economy Vega. 
Initially, It was to be a 
turbocharged version of the 
stock 4-cyiinder, but the 
government required emis- 
sions testing for that, so 
instead, Yenko sold the turbo 
as a separate kit. But many 
buyers wanted more grunt 
than even a turbo 4 could 
supply, so a number of Vegas 
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were retrofitted with V-8s. 
Supercar's version is this 
latter configuration, as it is 
based on a particular owner's 
restored car, and info about it 
is provided on the box. It's an 
exclusive edition of 1,250 
made by ErtI specifically for 



and shows personality doing 
it. Those traits have led many 
to praise the new GTI (Golf V), 
and presumably, they're why 
Norev signed on to make it 
in diecast. The white car is 
the 1:18 version of the stock 
GTI while the blue-and-silver 
one is a concept version 
from German tuner firm 
Zender. The Zender is not 
just a body kit; it's a new 
body casting that incorpo- 
rates lower rocker panels, 
and the front and rear 
fascias are completely new. 
It features a few interior 
upgrades, too — some modest 



tied in to the European tuner 
magazine Super GTI Mag. 

»»>»»» 

Oldsmobile was GM's inno- 
vation test brand as far back 
as the 1920s. Many of today's 
most notable automotive fea- 
tures debuted on what was 
once the common man's 
Cadillac. Take, for example, 
the 1966 Olds Toronado. At a 
time when "Made in 
America" meant solid axle 
and rear drive. Olds turned 
things upside-down (or at 
least backwards) by producing 




Supercar Collectibles, and it 
features an extensive graph- 
ics package, new spoiler and 
air dam and, of course, a V-8. 
The engine is a 350-horse 
L79 327 complete with 
crossed-flag valve covers, 
tube headers and a dual- 
exhaust system. The engine 
is a tight squeeze, so the 
four-barrel carb does without 
an air cleaner so that it will 
clear the stock hood. It even 
comes with a bonus set of 
Cragar wheels and tires. 

»»»»»> 

I've got a soft spot for VW in 
general and the GTI specifi- 
cally. I own one, and I love 
the car's mix of performance, 
practicality and all-around 
thoughtful design. It does 
just about everything well 



and some not. The colored 
door panels are a nice addi- 
tion, but the huge subwoofer 
rig in the rear hatch is a bit 
much. Both cars feature 
opening hoods with reason- 
able detail on the 2.0L turbo 
engines — or at least on the 
engine cover panels, which 
are all you can see on a mod- 
ern GTI anyway. Both cars 
also feature brake detail, but 
the Zender substitutes larger 
drilled rotors. The Zender is 
based on a real car, and it's 



a front-wheel-drive luxury per- 
formance coupe. This was no 
wimpy econobox; the Toro 
carried the highest horse- 
power rating in Oldsmobile's 
line — 385hp out of its 425ci 
V-8. That power was put 
down by a reworked Turbo- 
Hydramatic 400 transmis- 
sion, turned sideways and 
driving the widely spaced 
front wheels. Being the first 
front-driver for GM, there 
were concerns about dura- 
bility, so the whole thing 
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Price: $75 




Norev Audi A6 



Although Audi is often credited with being 
a trendsetter, the company has tal<en a 
few lumps over the trapezoid grille treat- 
ment it has extended across its line over 
the past couple of years. But, hey, you 
can't set trends without taking some 
chances; the gaping-mouth look might not 
look right on every model, but it seems to 
be right at home on the midsize A6. The 
A6 was one of two models that really 
started Audi's styling renaissance back in 
the late '90s. Its wheels-at-the-corners 
ovoid shape, uncluttered lines and tasteful 
accenting gave it a progressive look with- 
out it seeming busy or contrived the way many "futuristic" 
designs do. Audi's other trailblazer was the sporty little TT, but it 
was the A6 that brought avant-garde and practicality together. 

Norev's model reflects the modest revision the A6 was given 
in 2005, including the grille opening that would do a whale 
shark proud. It comes in two versions: the Avant (Audi's 
moniker for a station wagon) and the Limousine (sedan). The 
latter seems to be a bit of a stretch (no pun intended) given that 
Audi produces an A8 and A8L that are both substantially larger 
than the A6, but the name is more likely a result of differing 
connotations in French, as the term and Norev originate in 
France. That said, the A6 is not a small car; it rides on a 
112-inch wheelbase and weighs more than 4,000 pounds. 

These models represent Norev's most upscale releases to 
date. They show a notable increase in parts count and build 
quality. Separately cast door handles, grille trim and even lug 





nuts in the multi-spoke wheels impress, 
but the trim rings around the side windows 
and on the rear fascias are applied rather 
than cast. The paint is well done on both 
models — smooth and free of blemishes. 
The finish on the blue Avant is slightly 
better in that its metallic sheen is more 
subtle, and the flakes are so fine that 
they're all but invisible; the flake on the 
charcoal metallic car is slightly coarser. 

The interior is where the sedan has a 
decided advantage over the Avant. 
Although the wagon has a perfectly 
serviceable black interior highlighted 
with an occasional strip of aluminum paint, the sedan has a 
walnut-like wood finish and brown leather seats offset by its 
black carpeting and dash. The mix of colors is much more 
appealing, though there was one spot on the side of the drivers' 
seat where the lighter color revealed a sloppy glue joint. 
Dash detail on both is good, particularly around the HVAC 
switch gear. 

Under both hoods sits Audi's versatile 3.2-liter V-6 — a fine 
engine, but not the top choice on the A6 (a 4.2L V-8 holds that 
honor). Thus the engine bay, although faithfully executed, is not 
quite the star it could be. The basis for Norev's rendition is a 
molded panel, but it has been dressed up with separate mold- 
ings for the intake manifold, fluid bottles and some hoses. 

Chassis engineering is where real Audis shine, and that is 
hinted at in the model's Quattro all-wheel-drive system. The 
cast-metal differential looks very sharp. The suspension is fully 
sprung, but the coil-springs actuate only the hubs and not the 
lower control arms. Metal brake rotors spin with the wheels 
while calipers hover in place, as they should. Separately molded 
pipes for the dual-exhaust system add a bit of color. 

The Audi A6 is certainly a handsome machine, and these 
models demonstrate Norev's proficiency in an upscale market. 
At $75, this model is skirting territory firmly held by the likes of 
AUTOart and Kyosho. These A6s are solid first attempts in this 
new league, and with a few refinements, Norev will be perfectly 
positioned to give the big players in this price category a run for 
their market share. — Matt Boyd 
Norev; norev.com 
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was massively reinforced. 
How strong was it? GMC 
borrowed the essentially 
unaltered drivetrain for use 
in its FWD motor home 
that weighed as much as 
four Torosl 

Yat Ming's 1:18 Toro is a 
refreshing take on an under- 
represented classic American 
car. With its flip-up head- 
lights (functional on the 
model), prominent fender 
arches and sweeping fast- 
back rear, its styling is very 
distinctive. The cavernous 
interior is represented well 
with soft-touch seat surfaces, 
chrome accents and the 
Toro's unusual steering- 
wheel design. My only com- 
plaint is that the door hinges 
wobble a little when the 
doors are open, but consider- 
ing this model's price, I'm 
not that concerned. 

»»»;•»» 

Tired of the Corvette C6 yet? 
Neither am I. It is easy to 
appreciate the graceful 
styling with subtle yet mus- 
cular lines. And, while we're 
at it, let's add prolific to the 
list of adjectives because 
diecast versions are coming 
out of the woodwork. This 
time, I have three — in three 
scales and price categories. 
First up is AUTOart; it has 
come out with 1:18 coupes 
and convertibles in multiple 
colors. Engine and interior 
detail are quite good, but it's 
the suspension and wheel 




detail that grabbed me. 
AUTOart Is consistently the 
best at nailing a realistic 
stance in that price segment. 

The next size down is the 
new convertible from The 
Franklin Mint. I sampled the 
prototype of the coupe way 
back in our second issue, and 
now I get a look at the drop 
top in all its glory. The same 
virtues I appreciated back 
then are present here — plus 
the added benefit of a pro- 
duction-spec finish (the 
coupe was a prototype loan- 
er). The interior Is the star on 
this car partly because, in 
a convertible, it's so accessi- 
ble and partly because of 
Franklin's meticulousness. 
I had forgotten how impres- 
sive the dashes on Franklin's 
Vettes are. 




Norev 



Last, and least in size if 
not In appeal, is Norev's new 
1:43 '06 Z06. The Z06 is with- 
out a doubt the most eagerly 
anticipated Vette In years, 
and kudos to Norev for get- 
ting theirs to market first. 
With 505hp and race-car han- 
dling, it's the new standard 
for sports cars. That alone is 
reason to buy one, but Norev 



guys are now out. The M6 is 
the most beautiful rendition 
yet of BMW's most beautiful 
body style. The subtle changes 
to the fascias and the low, 
wide, double-five spoke 
wheels with large openings 
that allow you to view the 
giant cross-drilled brake 
rotors, give this car a muscu- 
lar presence unlike anything 
else in BMW's line. 

The GTR, on the other 
hand, is sort of BMW's in- 
house version of the Yenko 
Vega — a small coupe with a 
powerful V-8 in place of a 
lesser-cylindered engine. It 
now gives us something of a 
template for the next M3 — due 
in another year or so. It, too. Is 
expected to have a 4.0L V-8 to 
power It. Kyosho's GTR really 
appeals to me because of its 
aggressive style, which takes 
the already tough M3 up a 
notch, and its backstory. The 
blue paint is arresting and 
hard to categorize while the 
multi-spoke wheels (sourced 
from the M3 CSL), rear wing 
and hood vents inform the 
sharp-eyed that this is more 
than just your ordinary M3. 





adds to the appeal with a 
checker-floor display box 
with a spec panel in the back 
In addition to nice detail on 
the two-tone upholstery and 
sharp wheels and tires. 

»»»»»> 

While I'm on a flashback 
theme, take a look at the 1:18 
versions of Kyosho's BMW 
M6 and M3 GTR. Their 1:43 
cousins made an appearance 
in the last issue, but the big 



AUTOart, distributed by 
Gateway Global; (562) 623-0210; 
autoartmodels.com 

Danbury Mint; (800) 243-4664; 
danburymint.com 

The Franklin IVIint: (888) 771-6468; 
franklinmint.com 

GMP — Georgia Marketing & 
Promotions (800) 536-1637; 
gmpdiecast.com 

Kyosho Die-cast, distributed by 
Minichamps North America 
1305) 971-1171; minichampsna.com; 
kyosho.com. 

Norev; norev.com 

Supercar Collectiblas; 

1763) 425-6020; supercar1.com 

Yat Ming; yatming.com 
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Erti 1:18 Steamy Windows '55 Chevy 



Nostalgia has become a powerful modern marketing tool. You can't turn on 
the television or radio without hearing a classic rock-'n -roll song attached 
to some product or service. From Steppenwolf to Iron Butterfly, Chevrolet 
to Royal Caribbean, everyone is looking to recapture the good ol' days. 

For many of us, nostalgia is a big reason we collect diecast cars. The 
vehicles we have, had, or could never quite reach fill our display cases 
and shelves. ErtI has always had a knack for fulfilling the desires of 
diecast enthusiasts. Now, the company that brought us the American 
Graffiti cars, rat rods and classic street racers, has launched a new line 
that combines our favorite American iron with the old Lover's Lane touch 
with its "Steamy Windows" line. The first sample released is this classic 
'55 Chevy Bel Air. 

Right out of the window box, the theme of Steamy Windows hits you 
head on. All of the windows are frosted for a "passion in progress " look. 
Beyond that, the candy-apple red and silver two-tone paint job on this five- 
five is very good with little orange peel or inconsistencies. The simulated 
chromed trim is also done well enough to be complimented. The American 
Racing Torq Thrust wheels and Goodyear Wide Oval tires with raised 
white letters— very "70s— are a very nice, period-correct touch. 

Under the easily opened hood is a lightly detailed 283ci Mouse motor. 
A little extra homework could have helped ErtI spice up the engine bay 
with the addition of Corvette valve covers in place of the stock (albeit 
chromed) Chevrolet items. Also popular during this era were headers 



and an aluminum Edelbrock intake manifold— neither of which are 
present here. 

The big, post-less doors open to reveal a bench front seat in cool 
two-tone Tijuana tuck-"n -roll. The dash also has the candy treatment. 
There are oddities here, however. There are three foot pedals yet no 
shifter— not on the floor (where it should be) or on the steering column. 
Also missing is the unique bow tie dash grille that was made only in 
1955 and not carried on to "56 or '57 Chevys. In the back seat of the "55, 
you will find a brunette in a mini-skirt and tank top sharing a passionate 
embrace with what could be one of the Hollywood Knights — hence, the 
steamy windows. 

The trunk of this diecast is sealed shut; that's a shame, as this could 
have been an area that added to the theme with a blanket, '70s-style 
radio and few eight-track tapes thrown in for good measure. Under the 
car is a nicely done dual-exhaust system. 

The Steamy Windows line is a clever idea that is designed to take us 
old guys back to our still-living-at-home days. Although more detail 
would have been nice, it's the thematic exercise of this line that makes 
it a unique addition to the shelf. — Man Paradise 



RC2 Corp. (8001 704-8697; rcertl.com 



Scale: 1:18 
Price: $35 
Rating: 2.5 out of 5 
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City Classics 1:18 Travel Traile 



Every now andtheh, ifs good to shake things up with a diecast 
that takes the road less traveled — or in this case, more traveled. 
It's the travel part that makes the Motor City Classics vintage 
aluminum bubble trailer such a compelling subject. 

A shining roadworthy icon of American vacations, this type 
of trailer has been a part of the highway landscape for more 
than 70 years. Its popularity peaked between the late 1950s and 
the early '70s. With the advent of the recreational vehicle (RV) 
industry, the travel trailer began to lose its luster; however, two 
types of pull-along trailers remain popular — the ultra-small 

teardrop trailers and these alu- 
minum-style bubbles that were 
always considered the "Cadillacs" 
of the industry. 

Motor City Classics did an excel- 
lent job of capturing the aerody- 
namic and nostalgic futurism of the 
aluminum bubble trailer. Every 
aspect of this circa-1956 diecast 
speaks to one's memories. Oh, the 
places it has been, and the things it 
has seen — Carlsbad Caverns, 
Mount Rushmore, over the mighty 
Mississippi ... to the Florida Everglades and the parking lot of 
that new theme park in California — you know, the one with the 
mouse — crisscrossing its way from coast to coast pulled by a 
Ford Fairlane or Oldsmobile Delta 88. 

The exterior finish of this satin-finish sil- 
ver bubble delights the senses with all of its 
gingerbread lights and markers. The flat 
panels are dotted with neatly placed rows 
of fastener buttons that simulate seams 
where the aluminum sheets are connected. 
It also features a number of very well done 
appendages such as the roof's shower vent 
and ventilation hatch cover, twin propane 
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bottles and the dual-function entry door that can be opened to 
reveal a built-in screen door. 

Inside this model is state-of-the-art luxury for 1950s-era 
compact travel. At first glance, the interior resembles that of 
a dollhouse — and much of it appears to have been borrowed 
from that realm. But it suits the part. A removable roof panel 
makes it much easier to view all of the amenities — double bed, 
Coleman-style camp stove, table with booth seating, shower 
cabinet, refrigerator, sink and overhead storage. Everything you 
need to settle in after a long day on the road. The travel decals 
attached to the inside of the screen door cover add a nice touch. 

The underside of the bubble trailer is as expected — sleek and 
smooth with a hint of detail that includes a water hookup and a 
few simulated lines. The molded, leaf-spring suspension and a 
tube axle have bookends of period-correct 
bias-ply blackwall tires with steel wheels 
and chromed flying-saucer hubcaps. 

The Motor City Classics aluminum bubble 
trailer may not be everyone's cup of tea, 
but some will find this piece of Americana 
a welcome mug of hot coffee along the 
open road of collecting. — Alan Paradise 

Motor City Classics; motorcitvclassics.com 
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Your aviation adventure 
starts with fught journal 

In every issue, you'll find: 

■ A wide variety of aircraft — 
from the early days to 
state-of-the-art, here-and-now 
technology 

■ Information on notable aviation 
personalities 

■ Compelling aviation controversies 

■ Stunning aviation photography 

■ Reviews of flight sims, books 
and videos and a showcase of 
aviation art 

Goto i 

flightjournal.com 
to subscribe now! 



Collectors Special 
Purchase 





Details Include: 
Roll Cage 
Racing Seat 
Fire Extinguisher 
Steering Wheel 
Brake Calipers 
. . . and moret 

"•I HPI Rocing Impreio 2004 (#U) 

I Super Toilryu Enduronte S«ri« 2004 



\ #931 

Fujihubo HPI Impreio 2005 (#2) 

t Super Toiicyu 200S Cliampion 

^ #932 

Subaru Impreio WIIC 2005 
PeneiSolb«9/niil Mrlli(#S| 
fj(^ Roily Japan [diHon 

^ #933 

Subaru Impreio WRC 2005 
Chns tlUcison / Glenn Mocneoll (#6) 

^ Sally JaponEdilim 

8^ #936 

, V Subaru Impreio WSC 2005 

U (While IWriie aade!) 

0f I ol I60(liirilcd EdM.on) 



These pretition die-cosl meloi moileli ore o convenlenl tiie far 
any desk or disploy cose. Fine exterior detoils like rodiolors, 
disc brokes, broke calipers, mirrors, wings, exhaust, headlight 
buckets, tow hooks, radio antennae ond sponsor logos combine 
to moke the models extremely reolistic. These models come 
mounted to o display plotform that includes o cleor plastic 
protective cose, and the cor con be eosily removed from the 
platform for individual display: Get yours today! 
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Buy 1 Model 39.95 
any 2 Models for -S 69.95 

Any 3 Models only S 89.95 ! 

All Models are 1:18 Scale unless specified otherwise 
and are subject to availabilitY. iCirsiTmksOnifi 




800-630-060 

scalemodels.co 

Motor City Classics 
Tlie Difference is in tlic Details 



www.hpidiecast.com 



High quality scale models 
for the enthusiast... 




Address Correspondence to: William S. Spielberg- GT, 

2809 Swede Rd.,1st Fl Barn, Norristown, PA 19401 

CAR^SELI. 

I ^ 7957 Nuerburgring Grand Prix 

in Germany 

#9 Dan Gumey Eagle/ 
WestlakeV-12 




18 Scale Mo 



A one time LIMITED EDITION 
of 504 models worldwide. Autographed 
on the base. This is not a replica 
signature. It is a genuine real lite 
autograph by Dan Gurney. 



Ferrari F-50 
Giallo Modena 









'X 

















1:12 Scale Model 
Hand finished die- cast metal 
body Highly detailed 
V- 12 cylinder engine with 
removeable top. 




Amiable 

now while they last.....f 159.95 



W f299.95 
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1969 Dan Guarney #2 Trans Am Mustang 

MB Scalp 





Also amiable OPTIONAL CUSTOM MADE acrylic case with beveled edges and 

built in UV filtration. To properly display your Gurney Eagle on autographed 
base. Or you may remove the model from the base and attach to display mount 
which portrays the Gurney Eagle in action as it 
literally becomes airborn coming over the crest 
at the 1967 Nuerburgring Grand Prix in Germany 

Case including mirrored base $59.95 




1964 Ford Fairlane Thunderbolt 

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION— Jet Black Paint, 1002 pieces. 



Very Few Left. f 59.951 




New From Franklin Mint 

'^^ 1937 Alfa Romeo 2900 P 



1:24 Scale 
Model 





Limited Edition 

of 2500 models worldwide in Black or Red finish with 
removeable soft top.... f 119.951 




1947 Franay Bentley 



The real car was recently sold at 
the Barrett Jackson auction for over 




SSOO.OOO OO. You can buy the model for f 135.00. 1 :24 Scale Model 
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1964- M Thunderbolt 

LIMITED NUMBERED EDITION 
Butch Leal-Winner 
Super Stock Title 
Indianapolis 
I Nationals. 



m.95 
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f 59.95 

1941 Willys Gasser 



Dean Van Lines 
igetlndySOO 



Trio Brass 



^ CAR^SELl. 

^ Indianapolis 500 Cars 

^ " Eddie Sachs 1:18 Scale Models *59.95...EACH- Very FeW Left 





^TP Double Oil Filter ■.' 

Jl. 1973 Indy 500 Winner 



Siwonii Vista 




1955 Indy 500 - #16 Johnnie Parsons 



Gatorade McLaren- 

f2 Johnny Rutherford 
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Porsche 935- 1979 IMSA GT Champion 
*59- Peter Gragg 
,^ufmos Racing 



ww.gtscaiemoaeicars.com 
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Summer Hrs:Mon-Fri 11am to 7pm EST • Sat- 11am to 4pm 
Sunday- CLOSED 



ro// free 800-630-0604 
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Limited Edition Replica. 
I Available in Red, Yellow, Blue 
or Silver. Reg list price ^ 29.95 

Special Purchase Price... mas 



MODERN MUSCLE 



1967 Fairlane GTRestomod 

1:18 Scale Model 



2005 Pontiac 
GTO-6.0 Litre 




Offenhauser Supercharged Engine 

_ 1;6 Scale Mode! 
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This replica features a meticulously detailed engine with ^"'l' ^ vailable 

transmission and turbo. In a beautiful lucite case with brick replica display base. 
If you know racing this is a must have for any serious collector. 

Reglist price ^219.95 Only f 139.95 Each iinccasei — Sold OutbyGMP 



1963 Connie Kalitta Dragster 

" The Boufi ty Hun ter " S^V^ 

Black mirror fmish & detailed 
engine. Reg price U 29.95 
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(MEHJ^l The Double Threat Coupe 

l;18Scal«iV., ^ — 





Reg price ^161.00 

This replica features opening doors, trunk, 
hood, functional steering & awesome detailing. 

Only 24 models available at... f99.95 Each 





Special Purchase price . X^ ^ 

9«V^ 1:24 Scale Special Reg list price ...^ 1 29.95 Each S79.9S EACH -2 for $149.95 or buy any 3 for $219.95* 

1987BuickGNX 



1971 GTO 
Judge 





1970 GTO Judge gm/i 
Convertible 
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i 13 Scale Model 





A Stroke of Genius that Made History 
Maserati Tii'O 61 Birdcage, 1960 

Composed of 1,140 single parts, 507 of wfiich are made of 
stainless steel, copper and brass. This model is an 
exact replica of the winning car of hAoss/Gurney 
The front hinged hood opens to reveal , 
engine complete with all the aggregates, 
piping, cables, cooling system, and front wheel 
suspension and much more. 
Probably the most intricate and beautiful Diecast 
Model ever built $229.95 





te(610) 239-7655 Fax 8648 
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High quality scale models 
for the enthusiast.. 



SunStar & Road Signature 

1:18 Scale Models Below 
$29.95 EACH - 2 for $49.95 Ai)^ 3 models for $59.95* 
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Camaro Z28 
The Sixty Sixth ■ May 30, 1982 
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$ 39.95 EACH - 2 for $ 74.95 - 3 for $ 1 04.95* 118 Scale Models 



"Post Office 
Telephone" 



Land Rover Series ll-Pick Up 

"West Sussex Fire Brigade" 



1913 FonI Model T- Soft Top Available in Red/Black or 

Black/Black 




Rover Series 



Summer Hrs:Mon-Frj 11am to 7pm EST • SaM1amto4pm OOA i\ €\ A 

Sunday CLOSED (Thru Sept 152006) Toll Free 0UU-bJU-UuU4 



1:18 Scale Models $49.95 EACH - 2 for $ 79.95 Supor SdVingS - 3 for $ 99.95* 



Ricko-J954 
MaseratiAB 
GS Berlinetta 



Signature 1930 Packard 
Brewster 





miBcBisa f^oad Signature Signature 
^ - ■ ft -r. 1956 Continental 1938 Buick Century 
/M*^^ Mark II Convertible Coupe 

Motor City ^"^ik. ^E*^ 

Classics- \^ ^ 

1949 Woody Wagon Sunstar 

1939 Horch 855 
>, 



"Surf" 
with real 



Ricko- 1964 

Lamborghini 
350 GT 




.Cf\/ Green 



Signature 
1937 Lincoln 
Touring Cabrolet 



Ricko- 1959 Maserati 
XOOGTVignale 



Signature 

1936 Chrysler 
Air Flow 






Motor 
City Classict^^ 



1939 
Chevy 

n.LnO 1955 Mercedes Woody 
Bern 300C Landulet Wagon 




1941 Packard 
Limousine 

^^'^ 

Road Signature 

1925 Ahrens Fox N-S-4 

Fire Erygine 
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ScaieModeiCars Exclusm EdiUons 

special 24K GOLD Plated Edition lofU- Only 3 Now Available 



1:18 Scale Model 



• Detailed Hemi Engine • Serialized Chassis 

• Opening Hood, Doors and Trunk 
• Detailed Interior With Pistol Grip Shifter 
• 24K Plated Edition 





^1495.00 -EACH 




(t\ special collection of 1970 Plymouth HEMI Superbirds - Extreinly Limited 




LEMON TWIST YELLOW 

^ Umlted,..S59.95 



8 Scale 



Models feature: a detailed 426 HEMI engine, serialized chassis, opening 
doors & trunk. Detailed interiors w/ pistol grip shifter. Models 

" BLACK CHROME- 

LimitEd Edition of 996 Pieces 
S79.95 





Limited Editionof 300 Pieces 
YELLOW CHROME- 

S99.95 



1970 Plymouth Hemi Superbird Convertibles! 

VERY LIMITED PRODUCTION — Only 12 of each professionally modified 
to convertibles by Back Yard Conversions. 
Optional Black or White interiors. 



LEMON TWIST 
YELLOW 




:18 Scale Models ^159.95 



•Aa MODELS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND THEIR PRICES MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 





^179.95 




Phone: (m) 239-7655 Fax 8648 



Toll Free: 



Pte (610) 239-7655 



High quality scale models 
for the enthusiast. 




-y, ^e\^»'^ 800-630 0604 « (610)239 8648 



1:12 Scale Model 

Shelby Cobra 289 

Factory Team Cobra 

Very Limited Edition of 
Only 500 Models 



f499.95 



Protect your 

investment with a custom acrylic 
case with mirror base ^ 99.95 
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dlMORE 



1:43 Scale 
Limiled Edition 




hor\ois this great track, bringing back the memories ot the 
greatest drivers in midget racing with this beautiful diroama. 
Including 5 vintage midget race cars Only f79.95 




Highly detailed intmors exteriors. 
Superior iftuility for any aiUectwn. 

Ferrari 250 GT- Bcrlinetta 
PassoCorto(SWB)1961 




Shown in Red. Yellow also availabe. 




O^^V- Mintage Dirt Champs m,9S each - 2 for S169.95 or buy aU *3 for $239.95 

18 Scale Models 
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We ship worldwide 
Major Credit Cards accepted • Shipping Additional 
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For fast service, go to: 
www.diecastxmagazine.cofn and select 
"Customer Service." Ali of tlie foilowing 
services are available online: 

Subscribe 

Change your address 

Report missing or damaged issues 

Make payments 

Check your account status 

Renew your subscription 

How to read your label: 

(BXNBNMG KiiiooKllxiillliAUTODO 3-DIGIT 06S 

(*12345abc123ab12c»( 0501 aug06 
III....II..I..I.I...IIm.I.I..I.II....I.I„II,II,„II,„I...II 

Your account number is 12345ABC123AB12C. 
Your expiration date issue is August 2007. 



Address changes 

Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for address 
changes to be processed. To change your 
address by mail, send a copy of your current 
label and your new address information to: 

Die Cast X 

PO. Box 420235 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235 USA 

You can also contact us at 
dcx@palmcoastd.com. (866) 298-5652; 
outside the U.S.(386) 246-3323. 
fax (386) 447-2321. 
For faster service, go online. 

Our cancellation policy 

You may cancel your subscription by 
email, phone, or mail. We will promptly 
stop your service. 

Our renewal policy 

We will send you a renewal notice 2 
months prior to your subscription's expira- 
tion date. For faster service, renew online 
at www.dlecastxmagazine.com 
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CMC USA 9 

cmc-modelcars.de/en/ 

index.htm 

Diecast Auto 69 
diecastauto.com 

Diecast Direct Inc. 35 
diecastdirect.com 

Dragon Models USA 83 
dragonmodelsusa.com 

Exact Detail Replicas 65 
exactdetail.com 

FF ErtI III 63 
ffertl3.com/index.cfm 

Gateway Global 31 
autoartmodels.com 

GoMotorBids.com 47, 69 

GMP — Georgia Marketing 
Products 10, 55 
gmpdiecast.com 

GT Scale Model Cars 91, 92, 
93, 94, 95, 96 
gtscalemodelcars.com 
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HPI Racing 79 
hpiracing.com 

Jada Toys 7 
jadatoys.com 

JL Full Throttle C3 
jlfullthrottle.com 
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kyosho.com 
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maisto.com 

Mattel 17 

hotwheelscollectors.com 

M & D Intl. 79 
drewsdistributing.com 

Minichamps North 
America Inc. 77 
minichampsna.com 

Norscot Scale Models 15 
norscot.com 

Pioneer Plastics Inc. 97 
pioneerplastics.com 



Pro-line 11 
pro-lineracing.com 

Replicarz Inc. 79 
replicarz.com 

Sun-Star Die Cast Inc. 43 
sunstartoys.com 
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hotworksusa.com 

Tower Hobbies 19 
die-cast-models.com 

Toy Zone Inc. 63 
toyzoneinc.com 
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wellydiecast.com 



This advertiser index is provided 
as a service to our readers. Air 
Age is not responsible for errors 
in or omissions of names or page 
numbers. 



EDITORIAL: send correspondence to Editors, 
Die Cast X magazine, 100 East Ridge, Ridgefield, CT 06877- 
4606 USA. Email: dcxmagazine@airage.com. We welcome 
all editorial submissions but assume no responsibility for 
the loss or damage of unsolicited material. To authors, pho- 
tographers and people featured in this magazine: all mate- 
rials published in Die Cast X become the exclusive 
property of Air Age Inc. unless a prior arrangement is made 
in writing with the Publisher. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: to make sure you don't miss 
any issues, send your new address to Die Cast X maga- 
zine, P.O. Box 420235. Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235 USA at 
least six weeks before you move. Please include an 
address label from a recent issue, or print the informa- 
tion exactly as shown on the label. For faster service, go 
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Like Nothing You've Seen Before! 
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"Racing" or "Classic" insertable backgrounds 

printed on every carton. 

Find out more at www.displaycasesinc.com 
or phone us at (800)951-1 551 
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THE AMERICAN GRAFFITI '55 CHEVY 



"Milner ain't goin' beat 
that. His time has come." 
This is just one of the 
memorable lines from 
"American Graffiti," the 
greatest car-centric movie 
of all time. That dialog 
referred to a badass 
Chevy that rolls into 
Modesto, California, one 
Saturday night in search 
of John Milner's "fastest 
thing in the valley" '32 
Coupe. Of course, both 
cars meet up to drag race 
into history. 

While the race on screen 
was scripted with a dramatic 
crash and burn, in real life, 
the outcome would have 
been quite different. The two 
biggest star cars of the 1973 
classic film were about as 
opposite as anyone could 
imagine. 

One of the many com- 
pelling facts about the '55 
Chevy 150 coupe was that it 
was one of three that were 
originally constructed for an 
entirely different movie — 
1970's "Two-Lane Blacktop." 
The cars were over-built to 
street-race specs — two with 
Chevy 427 engines and one 
with a 454. These were far 
from being a reality in the 
"American Graffiti" summer 
of 1962. When the filming of 
"Two-Lane Blacktop" had 
been completed, all three 
'55s were sent to the 
Universal Picture's storage 
lot. When George Lucas was 





ready to begin filming 
"American Graffiti," his pro- 
ducer, Gary Kurtz, directed 
transportation supervisor, 
Henry Travers, to find the 
Chevrolets. Two of the three 
were still on the site, but the 
other one had already been 
sold to a studio mechanic. 
Both cars, one with a four- 
speed and the other, an auto- 
matic transmission, were 
painted black, and their front 
tube-axle suspensions were 
lowered to be closer to factory 
height. The four-speed car 
was driven by "Bob Falfa" 
(Harrison Ford), and the 
other was a camera car. A 
third '55 was purchased from 
a wrecking yard and towed in 
for a rollover scene. 

Once "American Graffiti" 
was finished, the main movie 
cars were sold off. Travers 
stored the four-speed '55 in 
his front yard before he sold 
it in 1974 — a year after 
"American Graffiti" was 
released. Steve Fitch of 



Wichita, Kansas, later bought 
Falfa's '55 and Milner's '32. 
Years later, the cars were 
once again separated when 
Fitch sold the Deuce Coupe 
to someone on the West 
Coast, and the '55 went to 
Maryland. The Chevy was 
extensively modified and its 
movie-star appearance 
somewhat altered. 

A number of years ago, 
RC2 ErtI released a series 
of "American Graffiti" 
1:18-scale diecasts. For any 
fan of the movie. Bob Falfa's 
black '55 is a must-have. As 
already noted, the movie car 
had a 427 engine. The 
diecast has a 409 — an engine 
that would have been avail- 
able in 1962. When the tilt 
front end flips forwards, it 
shows off the sparsely 
detailed big-block with two 
four-barrel carbs on a tunnel 
ram intake. You also get a 
good look at the coil-over 
and dropped-axle suspen- 
sion. The exterior's fit and 




finish are average. The 
interior is true to the movie 
car's. But all that doesn't real- 
ly matter. What grabs you 
are the details that bring the 
movie into 3D — little things 
such as the correct license 
plates, the four-speed shifter, 
the radiused rear-wheel-well 
openings, the hood scoop, 
the roll bar, the white interior 
tonneau cover and, most of 
all, the skull that dangles 
from the rearview mirror. 

As diecast cars go, this 
isn't a stellar example of the 
ErtI line. It will, however, get 
display space because of its 
emotional value to anyone 
who loves the film and the 
era it depicts so well. . 

RC2 ErtI (800) 704-8697; rcertl.com 
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CDLLECTD R D I E C A S T 




JL Full Throttle presents the FOOSE DESIGN® 
iline of diecast vehicles. Chip Foose, star of 
TLC's TV show. Overhaulln', brings his cars 
from pen to pavement and JL Full Throttle 
brings them to shelves near you! Each model is available in 
2 collectible diecast scales and each features the authentic 
Foose Design details and paint jobs in a premium collectible. 

JL Full Throttle also presents the ROCK 
RIGS™ line of diecast off-road trucks. 
Rock Rigs are bred from some of today's 
hottest vehicles. Huge tires, working 
suspension and authentic detailing are all a part ^oi eAfch JL Full 
Throttle Rock Rigs vehicle. The Rock Rigs 
are available in 2 collectible scales that 
dwarf the competition, capturing the 
mega-size of these off-road rigs. 




WWW.JLFULLTH R □ TT L E . C D M 



